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Class Notes

played Julia in "Aunt Fondeen and the 
Lost Dutchman Goldmine," an origi­
nal children's show for the Culver City 
Public Theatre. Derek G. Delgado be­
came a member of the Benedictine 
community in July when he was invest­
ed as a novice of St. Martin's Abbey in 
Lacey. Delgado received the religious 
name of Damien, after St. Damien of 
Molokai. A music teacher, he earned a 
master's degree in music from WWU. 
Amaris Lunde oversees the Bellingham 
Food Bank Farm, which raises fresh 
fruits and vegetables for patrons of 
the Bellingham Food Bank. Tracey 
Demmon earned her doctorate degree 
in audiology from A.T. Still University's 
Arizona School of Health Sciences in 
Mesa, Ariz. She is an audiologist at 
Hearing Northwest in Bellingham. 
Krista Van Mersbergen passed the 
Certified Public Accountant exam. She 
works at Varner Sytsma Herndon in 
Bellingham. Alexandra Copeland be­
came the office and customer relations 
manager for Excellence Northwest in 
Bellingham.

2009 - Tahoma Khalsa organized a 
5k run in Shoreline commemorating 
Earth Day. The Bellingham Slam's Tyler 
Amaya was named an International 
Basketball League all-star after leading 
the Slam with 448 points scored dur­
ing the season. Before joining the Slam, 
Amaya played professional basket­
ball in China during the winter season. 
Alexander Peterson became a reporter 
for the East County Journal in Morton. 
Holly Faulstich spent her summer as a 
biological science technician at Mount 
Rainier National Park, gathering data 
in the back country for a long-term 
study of the effect of climate change 
on forests. Evelyn Barber joined the 
Jesuit Volunteer Corps Northwest to 
work with people with disabilities in 
Southeast Alaska.

AN OLYMP
Ron Judd prepares to 
chronicle his sixth 
Olympic Games

Ron Judd ('85), a reporter and 
columnist for the Seattle Times 
and author of several outdoors 
books, has traveled the world 
to cover the Olympic Games. 
He recently talked to Window 
about preparing to cover his sixth 
games this winter in Vancouver 
and Whistler, B.C.

It's not just sports. It's the 
Olympics; It's like the one time the 
world all comes together In one 
place and focuses on one thing 
that doesn't involve people trying 
to kill each other. Most profes­
sional sports, I can take or leave. 
I've seen too much of the dark 
side - the money and the egos. 
But these athletes are different. 
Most will persevere and scrape by 
and do whatever they have to do 
to get into the Olympics, purely 
because they want to be best at 
something. To me that's pretty 
special.

Favorite Olympic moments 
in journalism: One was in Nagano 
at my first Olympics in '98. It was 
the first year for women's hockey 
as a medal sport. These girls had 
grown up watching their brothers 
play hockey. The U.S. and Canada

mmm.

Ron Judd, left, with wife and fellow Olym­
pic journalist Merl-Jo Borzilleri, at the Lake 
Placid Olympic bobsled track with "Bobby 
Bobsledder." Photo courtesy of Ron Judd

were by far the two best teams and 
they met in the gold medal game - 
and there was a lot of vitriol. When 
the Americans won, everyone 
dropped their sticks and realized 
this was such a historic occasion. 
Women from both teams started 
crying. These teams didn't like each 
other, but they still realized it was a 
cool moment.

Favorite Olympic moments not 
in journalism: We met for the first 
time in Athens, working in the same 
office. I used (journalist) Meri-Jo

CAREER
(Borzilleri) as a joke tester. If she 
laughed, I thought, 'This Is a good 
joke.' If I got nothing, I would just 
take it out. in Turino, we worked 
out of the same office again. She 
worked in Colorado Springs and 
we both claimed Apolo Ohno as a 
hometown athlete. We got to be 
really good friends and one thing 
led to another. We got engaged 
in Lake Placid, and got married in 
2008. She's going to be creden- 
tlaled for the Vancouver games 
writing for the Seattle Times and 
other newspapers as a freelancer.

What to watch in Whistler: It's 
a down year for U.S. figure skaters, 
but there will be some Intense 
matchups on the women's side. 
Between Kim Yuna of Korea and 
two or three Japanese skaters, 
these women are at a level unlike 
anything I've ever seen in U.S. fig­
ure skating. I think we have a good 
chance for the first time In a long 
time winning a gold medal In the 
four-man bobsled. The Canadians 
will have the fastest bobsled/luge 
track in the world, by far. Just that 
track will be a story.

Judd's book, "The Winter 
Olympics, An Insider's Guide to the 
Legends, the Lore and the Games," 
was released this year by The 
Mountaineers Books.
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3 Fun Packed Days for Alumni & Families
Campus lectures, Downtown Bellingham Bash, 
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Student Lens

A bear's-eye view
WWU graduate student Ian Gill spent 

five weeks watching grizzly bears gorge 
themselves on salmon this summer in an 
Alaskan wilderness version of an all-you- 
can-eat buffet.

Gill, a student at Huxley College of 
the Environment, had a coveted bear­
watching spot at the McNeil River State 
Game Sanctuary, where he collected 
data on how much fish the bears caught 
and ate as the chum returned to their 
spawning grounds on the Cook Inlet.

"This is the largest naturally occurring 
seasonal congregation of brown bears 
in the world," says Gill, who worked 
with Larry Aumiller, the former long­
time manager of the sanctuary, "so it's 
an incredible chance to do this kind of 
research."

As the chum swim upstream through 
the falls, the bears perch, swim and lie

Photos by Larry Aumiller

in their path, using a variety of "fishing" 
techniques to catch their prey. Some 
squat in the falls and wait for salmon to 
literally bump into them; others perch 
on ledges near channels and swat the 
salmon as they go by; others swim in 
the water at the base of the falls like skin 
divers, grabbing prey under water as 
the salmon wait their turns to proceed 

upstream.
"This is one of the most pristine wildlife 

viewing areas in the world," Gill says. "To 
even get to the viewing platform, you 
have to win a permit lottery."

Since the lottery program began 
in 1975, he says, no human has ever 
been harmed by a bear at McNeil River. 
"Because these bears have never been 
fed, never been shot at or molested in 
any way,"Gill says, "they view observers as 
neutral entities."

See more photos at
www.wwu.ed u/wi ndow
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Joyce Taylor ’84

The Home Team

Broadcast Communication Major 
News Anchor, King 5 Morning News

Former member of the Western Cheerleading Squad.

Lived in Delta and"Bucky"Towers.

Worked at the Career Placement Center as a student.

Is a member of the WWU Foundation Board. Former Western Alumni 
Association Board Member.

Recognized as one of Western's "100 Outstanding Alumni of the Century."

Passionate about children's health and education; volunteers her time 
with Rainier Scholars.

Learned the value of an education from her family, is proud to be 
instilling those same beliefs in her own children!

Life Member Since 1993

** Living in a 
world where it is 
so important to 
stay connected 

and maintain 
relationships, the 

Western Alumni 
Association is a 

great way to build 
a network/^
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FSC
Mixed Sources

Product group from wed-managed 
forests, controlled sources and 

recycled wood or fibre

Cert no. SW-COC-0029S4 
www.fsc.org
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