


Chapter Seven / Government Sources

7
Author:
R. Lopresti











The ReseDrch Process 

Resou rce Title 

USA.gov 

MetaLib 

Homeland Security Digi­

tal Library 

Science.gov 

Access Washington 

Our Catalogue 

CyberCemetery 

Government Sources (Lopresti ) 

Discovering Government Publications, Cont'd. 

What do you need to know about this resou rce? 

Details: USA.gov is the United States governmental search engine - sort of like 

Google except that it only searches the .gov, .mil, and parts of the .edu domains. If you 

are looking for information that you expect will be on a government website (whether 

federal, state, or local), USA.gov is a good place to search. 

Where Can I Find This? http://www.usa.gov 

Details: MetaLib is a federated search engine. This search engine simultaneously 

searches across ten government databases. This tends to make the searches slower but 

may save time if you were planning to search extensively. 

Where Can I Find This? http://metalib.gpo.gov 

Details: The Homeland Security Digital Library is much more extensive than its 

name suggests. This database contains more than 150,000 full-text documents cover­

ing topics that range from invasive species to drought to drug abuse (as well as works 

on border security, etc.). The publications are available in full-text to you only because 

WWU is a federal depository library, so to take full advantage you need to access the 

database through the Libraries' website. See below to a page with the link. 

Where Can I Find This? http://tinyurl.com/hmdlwwu 

Details: Like MetaLib, Science.gov is a federated search engine. It searches for 

scientific research materials in more than 60 databases and 2000 websites produced by 

15 federal agencies. Because of the large volume of data sources, searching science.gov 

is a slower process than just searching one database. Furthermore, your search terms 

cannot be too sophisticated because they have to work in many different specialties. 

Where Can I Find This? http://www.science.gov/ 

Details: Access Washington is the Evergreen State's equivalent to USA.gov. It search­

es the websites of state and local government agencies. 

Where Can I Find This? http://access.wa.gov/ 

Details: Our Catalogue searches hundreds of thousands of Canadian federal publica­

tions. Please note that not all publications are available full-text on the web. 

Where Can I Find This? http://publications.gc.ca/site/eng/ourCatalogue.html 

Details: When a government agency goes out of business, what happens to its 

website? This problem became critical after the 9/ 11 attacks when everyone was sud­

denly interested in the findings of the Commission on National Security (the first gov­

ernment agency to use the term "Homeland Security"). But the commission had is­

sued their final report months before and closed down (Paterno, 2001). Strange name, 

perhaps, but a useful collection of publications. 

Where Can I Find This? http://govinfo.library.unt.edu/ 
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Resource Title 

WhiteHouse.gov 

American Memory 

American FactFinder 

CIA World Factbook 

Hein Online 

Government Sources (Lopresti ) 

Discovering Government Publications, Cont'd. 

What do you need to know about this resource? 

Details: The president's official website gives you his daily schedule, texts of 

speeches and presidential actions, and the administration's viewpoints on issues of the 

day. 

Where Can I Find This? https://www.whitehouse.gov/ 

Details: American Memory is the Library of Congress' website for American His­

tory. It is a collection of odd stuff - unlikely to be the main source for a term paper, 

but maybe a great location for supplementary material, such as oral histories, old pho­

tographs, nineteenth-century, sheet music, and more. 

Where Can I Find This? memory.loc.gov 

Details: American FactFinder is the Census Bureau's storehouse of information 

from recent censuses and surveys. It can be challenging to use simply because there is 

so much data, all of which can be accessed in multiple ways. A good place to start is 

Community Facts, which lets you easily find data about a county, a town, or even a zip 

code. For example: As of 2015, if you live in Bellingham zip code 98225, you share it 

with about 46,000 other people, and 10,000 of them are in their early twenties. For a 

deeper dig go to the Guided Search feature, and let FactFinder walk you through the 

process. 

Where Can I Find This? factfinder.census.gov 

Details: The World Factbook is a handy and authorative guide to the countries of 

the world and even for some places that are not actually countries (Greenland, Falk­

land Islands, Svalbard, etc.). Each entry contains notes on history, geography, politics, 

people and society, economics, and more. 

Where Can I Find This? http:/ / tinyurl.com/ciawfb 

Details: HeinOnline is a database Western Libraries pays for so yo u need to go 

through the Libraries' webpage to access it. While Hein Online is mostly a source for 

full-text articles from legal journals (the peer-reviewed publications of the law profes­

sion), this database also contains full runs of government products such as the Federal 

Register and the Code of Federal Regulations - which contain all the rules and regu­

lations created by the executive branch, such as the Department of Education, and the 

Environmental Protection Agency. 

Where Can I Find This? http://tinyurl.com/hmdlwwu 
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Further Government Information Resources 

Here are a few additional resources at Western Libraries that may help you in your academic work: 

• Government Information. (http://libguides.wwu.edu/govinfo) 

• Washington State Government Information. (http://libguides.wwu.edu/wagov) 

• Canadian Government Information. (http://libguides.wwu.edu/cangov) 

• Law Resources. (http://libguides.wwu.edu/law) 

• Map Collection. (http://libguides.wwu.edu/mapcollection) 

• Government Environmental Websites. (http://libguides.wwu.edu/govenvironment) 

• Government Statistics Sources. (http://libguides.wwu.edu/govstats) 

• Indian Treaties in Government Information. (http://libguides.wwu.edu/indiantreaties) 

• Genealogical Sources in Government Information. (http://libguides.wwu.edu/gengov) 

• Census Population Schedules. (http://libguides.wwu.edu/censusef) 

Chapter Conclusion: Why is this important to you? 
The United States government affects your life in countless ways: From the safety of the food you eat to the tax­

es you have to pay to the rules about what your car seatbelts can be made from. In many fields government data, 

and especially government statistics, are considered highly reputable source materials, and are excellent for re­

search papers. Throughout your life you will need to use government websites to acquire a passport, purchase in­

surance, apply for social security, and a thousand other purposes. The better you are at maneuvering through gov­

ernment data and government websites, the easier this will be - and the better-informed you will be as a citizen. 
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