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translated with meanings other than "my." Pukui's Hawaiian Dictionary lists
"let go" and "to lower" among its first definitional meanings. Mary Kawena
Pukui and Samuel H. Elbert, Hawaiian Dictionary (Honolulu: U of Hawaii P,
1971). Akana makes a connection between the loss of the land and the lost flag
by referring to the statement of King Kamehameha III to his people: "Hear
ye! I make known to you that I am in perplexity by reason of difficulties into
which I have been brought without cause; therefore I have given away the life
of the land." Cited in Edith B. Williams, Ka Hae Hawaii, The Story of the
Hawaiian Flag (Honolulu: n.p., 1963) 14; Akana, personal communication, 8
Nov. 1991.

The lack of concrete evidence for the 1843 "flag loss" origin theory does not
detract from its plausibility. However, triumphal reestablishment of the
Hawaiian flag in July of 1843 might be similarly cited since the flag was much
in evidence at the celebrations of thanksgiving (Williams, Ka Hae Hawaii 16),
and the Hawaiian people might have embraced the Hawaiian flag as their
own {ku'u = my) to an extent never realized before. Alternatively, an earlier
or later appearance of Hawaiian Flag quilts as a means to commemorate the
flag and royal coat of arms in a manner paralleling other Hawaiian quilt
designs which feature objects associated with the Hawaiian monarchy (some
of which are as old as the oldest extant Hawaiian Flag quilts) has not, to my
knowledge, been proposed.

8 Williams, Ka Hae Hawaii 16.
9 It is possible that the ongoing Quilt Research Project in the Hawaiian Islands

may uncover quilts with dates from this period.
10 Williams, Ka Hae Hawaii.
11 Bernice Piilani Irwin, I Knew Queen Liliuokalani (Honolulu: South Sea Sales,

i960) 46.
12 Roger G. Rose, Hawai'i: The Royal Isles, Bernice P. Bishop Museum Special

Publication 67 (Honolulu: Bishop Museum P, 1980) 213.
13 Rindfleisch, The Power of Cloth 23.
14 The Hawaiian flag was also re-presented in its original meaning by royalists

in more public ways. Irwin reported that " . . . men fashioned shields of koa
wood, painting them with the Hawaiian coat-of-arms surmounted by crossed
Hawaiian flags in order to keep their beloved emblem constantly before their
eyes." Irwin, I Knew Queen Liliuokalani 46.

Mabel Craft reported that on Hawai'i's annexation day, August 12, 1898,
native Hawaiians " . . . wore on their hats the twisted golden ilima that tells
of love of royalty, and on their breasts the old flag and lettered badges that
spoke their aloha for Hawaii to all the world." Hawaii Nei (San Francisco:
William Doxey, 1899) 77.

15 Rose, Hawai'i 214.
16 Virginia W. Koch, personal communication, 29 Nov. 1991.
17 Williams, Ka Hae Hawaii 50.
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18 Rieko Brandon, ed., Hawaiian Quilt = Rakuen ni saita nuno no hana: Hawian
kiruto ten (Tokyo: Kokusai Art, 1898) 20.

19 Sigrid B. Southworth, Hawaiian Collection librarian of the Kamehameha
Schools (personal communication through letter, 3 Dec. 1991), thinks it very
odd that "the initials used on it would refer to him without the title, but use it
in preference to her name for her." Southworth suggests it might have been
made by someone unfamiliar with titles who thought it showed more honor to
use a title, " . . . i.e., a Hawaiian attempting to show the greatest respect
possible for an ali'i. "

According to John W. Kaikainahaole III, whose family has owned the quilt
for more than 65 years, family tradition holds that the quilt expressed a protest
to Lord Paulet and the temporary loss of the Hawaiian crown to the British in
1843. Kaikainahaole writes, "Note the reversed Union Jack and the toppled
crown. Although the quilt's designer remains unknown, it is thought that each
of the four flags were stitched to represent the three Kamehamehas who had
ruled: Kamehameha I, Kamehameha II (Liholiho) and Kamehameha III
(Kauikeaouli). The fourth flag signifies the designated heir, Alexander Liho-
liho, Kamehameha IV." He also states, "The top flag with eight stripes was
adopted by the 1845 legislature. The right flag with nine stripes was docu-
mented in 1816 during the reign of Kamehameha I. The bottom eight stripes
was documented prior to 1843 during [the reign of] Kamehameha III. The left
flag has seven stripes and was documented in 1818." John W. Kaikainahaole
III, personal communication, Apr. 1993.

20 Brandon, Hawaiian Quilt 38.
21 Today there are those who believe that Hawaiian Flag quilts were originally

owned only by royalty. To date, sufficient evidence has not been amassed to
determine whether some Hawaiian families expressed political loyalties to the
Kamehameha line of the Hawaiian monarchy, as opposed to the Kalakaua
line, through Hawaiian Flag quilts postdating 1883. Political factions formed
around allegiances to the two royal lines during the late nineteenth century
following the death of Kamehameha V, who died without naming an heir to
the throne. Since many Hawaiian Flag quilts incorporate either the 1845
Kamehameha III coat-of-arms design or the 1883 Kalakaua revised coat of
arms, it is possible that an expression of political support for the Kameha-
meha line could be communicated over that of the Kalakaua line through the
use of the 1845 coat of arms in a quilt design.

22 Doris M. Bowman, The Smithsonian Treasury, American Quilts (Washington,
D.C.: Smithsonian Institution P, 1991) 87.

23 Various reasons have been suggested for their omission in many quilts. As
Elizabeth Akana points out (personal communication, 8 Nov. 1991), they may
be deleted because they are difficult to make. Deborah Kepola Kakalia, a
renowned contemporary Hawaiian quilt maker, made one Hawaiian Flag
quilt and did not include the figures because of "the belief that the figures will
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make whoever rests beneath the quilt restless" (personal communication, n
Nov. 1991). Like others' ideas about the appropriateness of using the coat-of-
arms design itself, the belief is certainly not universal, as attested by those
Hawaiian Flag quilts in which the figures do appear.

24 Mealii Kalama, personal communication, 6 Nov. 1991.
25 I am indebted to Sanna Saks Deutsch for insights which led to these specula-

tive remarks, personal communication, 6 and 14 Nov. 1991.
26 PCA 14 July 1898: 1. The shift in the quilt's significance may have occurred

rapidly. In 1901 the Reverend W. D. Westervelt wrote:

The Hawaiian flag still floats over many a home in the Islands. Ardent
annexationists as well as loving royalists keep the Hawaiian colors flying
from the tall poles in their yards. The Hawaiian flag is surrounded by
many historical memories which mean much to residents of both native
and foreign descent, and they are not yet willing that the dear old flag
shall be lost from the nation's history. As one writer says, this feeling
shows that "the flag does not represent so much a particular form of gov-
ernment as it does the great heart of the people which throbs beneath."

W. D. Westervelt, "History of Hawaii's Flag," Paradise of the Pacific 14.7

(1901): 15.
27 A very few Hawaiian Flag quilts express different message from others of the

nineteenth and twentieth centuries. One quilt attributed to the late nineteenth
to early twentieth century incorporated the Republic of Hawai'i's eight stars
(used by that government in a revised coat of arms) in the quilt design. Bran-
don, Hawaiian Quilt 26-27. Another quilt, made in the early part of the twenti-
eth century, celebrated the annexation of the Hawaiian Islands to the United
States with four pairs of crossed flags. Elizabeth A. Akana, Hawaiian Quilting
as a Fine Art (Honolulu: HMCS, 1981) 26. Each pair has a Hawaiian flag and
the United States flag. Likewise, another quilt, made about 1900, includes
both Hawaiian and American flags. Kym Snyder Rice, "The Hawaiian
Quilt," Art and Antiques (May/June 1981): 106.

28 W i t h a few possible except ions , the H a w a i i a n flag depicted in quilts of the
twentieth century cont inued to be the flag of the Hawai ian nat ion ra ther than
the territorial or state flag (which were the same in appearance) , insured
through the continued juxtaposi t ion of the Hawai ian monarchy ' s coat of a rms
with the flag. Similarly, the coat-of-arms motif was not updated to reflect the
minor modifications imposed for the territorial or state seals, and the same
Hawai ian epithets such as Hawai'i Pono'i (Hawai i ' s own) and Ku'u Hae Aloha
( M y Beloved Flag) used in nineteenth-century quilts appeared on twentieth-
century ones as well.

29 Akana , personal communica t ion , 8 Nov. 1991.
30 A seven-striped Hawai ian flag was used in 1843. In 1845 an eight-striped flag

(still used as the state flag) was int roduced. T h e 1845 coat-of-arms design was
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modified by King Kalakaua in 1883. Some nineteenth-century Hawaiian Flag
quilts created in the latter quarter of the century may have carried the original
coat-of-arms design before the 1883 design was introduced. Quilts postdating
1883 which bear the 1845 coat-of-arms design also exist, however.

31 Two of the flags have eight stripes; one has a red stripe at the top, and the
other has a white stripe. One flag has seven stripes and one has nine stripes.
These variations represent historical changes in the Hawaiian flag Kaikaina-
haole cites for the quilt pictured in fig. 3.

32 Although other Hawaiian quilt makers have expressed astonishment to
Kaikainahaole for using the 'Iolani Palace motif (one said it was kapu, or for-
bidden), Kaikainahaole believes it is justified by the fact that his grandfather
was a chief. Further, he is consciously extending the Hawaiian Flag quilt tra-
dition by his innovations and sees this particular quilt as one of a trilogy of sig-
nificant quilts in his family's possession. John W. Kaikainahaole III, personal
communication, 14 Nov. 1991.

33 Michael Kioni Dudley and Keoni Kealoha Agard, A Call for Hawaiian Sover-
eignty (Honolulu: Na Kane O Ka Malo P, 1990) 73.

34 Edith Rice Plews, "Hawaiian Quilting on Kauai," an address given to the
Mokihana Club at Lihue, Kaua'i, The Garden Island, 1 Mar. 1933. The cele-
bration of earlier Hawaiian Flag quilts as part of the Hawaiian legacy
undoubtedly contributed to the longevity of early Hawaiian Flag quilts them-
selves. Many older quilts have been passed down to younger generations with
accompanying stories of their political histories and the significance of the
quilts to their creators. Although Hawaiian Flag quilts were probably always
reserved for special occasions and carefully handled, the twentieth-century
perspective on the combined significance of the quilts' motifs and the quilts'
historical context insured great care for many old Hawaiian Flag quilts. As
one writer has observed, "Flag quilts usually are considered sacred and are
handed down as heirlooms. In most cases, they were never put to use, there-
fore, many remain in absolute mint condition." Brandon, Hawaiian Quilt 24.

35 N a p u a S tevens , The Hawaiian Quilt ( H o n o l u l u : Service P r i n t e r s , 1971)4.
36 R i c h a r d J . T i b b e t s , J r . , a n d E la ine Z i n n , The Hawaiian Quilt: A Cherished Tra-

dition, a 16mm film (Honolulu, 1986; "The Hawaiian Quilt, Unique Island
Creation," Waihona (summer 1975): 6.

37 The Hawaiian Quilt Research Project, which had information on at least 50
Hawaiian Flag quilts in 1991, had only seen one quilt with a reversible design,
and that was a nine-patch design. In 1988, Moana Tregaskis mentioned a
Hawaiian Flag quilt with a reversible floral pattern in the small museum in
the Coco Palms Hotel of Kaua'i. Moana Tregaskis, "Hawaii's Expressive
Handmade Quilts," The New York Times, 5 June 1988: 6.

Numerous accounts document the Hawaiian flag's public presence during
the 1890s. At no time was the act of displaying the Hawaiian flag a treasonable
crime. The flag was placed beneath the American flag for a two-month period
in 1893 but soon raised as the flag of the Provisional and Republic govern-
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merits (1893-98). In 1898 the Hawaiian flag was ritually lowered at the cere-
mony for annexation. However, "Iolani Palace was decorated with both
American and Hawaiian flags for the occasion, and small Hawaiian flags were
raised shortly after the large American flag was hoisted to commemorate
annexation." Craft, Hawaii Nei 87-88. As the territorial and state flag, the
Hawaiian flag has flown continuously over the Hawaiian Islands since April

1893.
38 An interesting contrast may be drawn with the Provisional Government's

rejection of these symbols, as previously noted.
39 Brandon, Hawaiian Quilt 34.
40 Brandon, Hawaiian Quilt 28.
41 Bishop Museum accession records.
42 Russell and Claire Rossiter, for example, missionaries of the Church of Latter

Day Saints, received a Hawaiian Flag quilt made between 1915 and 1920. Sandi
Fox, Quilts in Utah, A Reflection of the Western Experience (Salt Lake City: Salt
Lake Art Center, 1981) 46.

43 Mary Cooke. "History Will Make It Sew," HA, 9 June 1976.


