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are therefore inclined to seek out many perspectives, not merely the ones with which they are familiar. These perspectives 

might be in their own discipline or profession or may be in other fields. While novice learners and experts at all levels can 

take part in the conversation, established power and authority structures may influence their ability to participate and can 

privilege certain voices and information. Developing familiarity with the sources of evidence, methods, and modes of dis­

course in the field assists novice learners to enter the conversation. New forms of scholarly and research conversations 

provide more avenues in which a wide variety of individuals may have a voice in the conversation. Providing attribution 

to relevant previous research is also an obligation of participation in the conversation. It enables the conversation to 

move forward and strengthens one's voice in the conversation. 

Knowledge Practices 

Learners who are developing their information literate abilities: 

• Summarize the changes in scholarly perspective over time on a particular topic within a specific discipline; 

• Recognize that a given scholarly work may not represent the only or even the majority perspective on the 

issue. 

Dispositions 

Learners who are developing their information literate abilities: 

• Recognize they are often entering into an ongoing scholarly conversation and not a finished conversation; 

• Seek out conversations taking place in their research area; 

• See themselves as contributors to scholarship rather than only consumers of it; 

• Recognize that scholarly conversations take place in various venues; 

• Suspend judgment on the value of a particular piece of scholarship until the larger context for the scholarly 

conversation is better understood; 

• Understand the responsibility that comes with entering the conversation through participatory channels; 

• Value user-generated content and evaluate contributions made by others; 

• Recognize that systems privilege authorities and that not having a fluency in the language and process of a 

discipline disempowers their ability to participate and engage. 

Chapter Conclusion: Why is this important to you? 
Students and faculty are often surprised to learn that the Western Libraries include children and young adult book 

collections. Why would anyone in higher education be interested in reading kid's books? What do the stories of youth 

have to do with adult pursuits? 

If one agrees with the premise that the narratives we learned and loved in our childhood are formative, then the study 

and understanding of children's literature is anything but nostalgic or irrelevant. In the groundbreaking book, Critical 

Multicultural Analysis of Children's Literature, Masha Rudman states, "The metaphors of mirrors, windows, and doors 

permeate the scholarly dialogue of 'multicultural children's literature' as using literature to provide ways to affirm and 

gain entry into one's own culture and the culture of others" (pg. xiii). A current dialogue among scholars involves an ex­

amination of representations of children of color, varying socio-economic status, and international ethnicities within the 

published works of children and young adult literature. Where are the books that reflect all of our persona yet varied ex­

periences? What are the consequences of limited, biased, and simplistic viewpoints? Whether we place a baseball or a 
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book about endangered pandas into the hands of our children, our actions reflect our values and priorities as parents, 

caretakers, and educators. 

Finally, children and young adult literature is delightful. Consider the popularity of Captain Jack Sparrow, Grimm's 

Fairytales, or the resurgence of the Marvel franchise. Language translations, taboo subjects, and social justice are just a 

few of the trending areas within this complex and multi-faceted field of study. Whether for pleasure reading or research 

projects - take advantage of these rich collections. 
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An Addendum: Ameri can Library Association Youth Media Award s 

Reminder: American Library Association medals and awards (Newbery, Caldecott, Coretta Scott King) are es­

pecially significant in the field of children's literature. In CLIC, award books are interfiled throughout the collection 

subdivisions. These books can be a great place to start when exploring children's literature! 

The Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Children's Video, supported by the Carnegie Corporation of 

New York, was awarded for the first time in 1991 to honor outstanding video productions for children released 

during the previous year. 

The Coretta Scott King Book Awards are given annually to outstanding African American authors and illustra­

tors of books for children and young adults that demonstrate an appreciation of African American culture and uni­

versal human values. 

The Newbery Medal is awarded annually by the American Library Association for the most distinguished 

American children's book published the previous year. 

The Michael L. Printz Award annually honors the best book written for teens, based entirely on its literary mer­

it. 

The Pura Belpre Award, established in 1996, is presented to a Latino/Latina writer and illustrator whose work 

best portrays, affirms, and celebrates the Latino cultural experience in an outstanding work of literature for children 

and youth. 

The Robert F. Sibert Informational Book Award, established by the Association for Library Service to Children 

in 2001 is awarded annually to the author(s) and illustrator(s) of the most distinguished informational book pub­

lished in the United States in English during the preceding year. 

The Schneider Family Book Award honor an author or illustrator for a book that embodies an artistic expres­

sion of the disability experience for child and adolescent audiences. 

The Stonewall Book Award, sponsored by the American Library Association's Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and 

Transgender Round Table. Established in 1971. 

The Theodor Seuss Geisel Award is given annually to the author(s) and illustrator(s) of the most distinguished 

American book for beginning readers published in English in the United States during the preceding year. 

The YALSA Award for Excellence in Nonfiction honors the best nonfiction book published for young adults 

(ages 12-18). 

Additional Resources 

The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books The Bulletin, founded in 1945, is devoted entirely to the 

review of current books for children. It provides concise summaries and critical evaluations to help you find the 

books you need. Each review gives you information on book's content, reading level, strengths and weaknesses, and 

quality of format, as well as suggestions for curricular use. http://bccb.lis.illinois.edu/ 

The Jane Addams Children's Book Awards are given annually to the children 's books published the pre­
ceding year that effectively promote the cause of peace, social justice, world community, and the equality of the 

sexes and all races as well as meeting conventional standards for excellence. http:// 
www.janeaddamspeace.org/jacba/ 
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