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LANGUAGE, VOLUME 83, NUMBER 2 (2007)

The problem that won’t go away’ by ANJUM P. SALEEMI (157–76). GHANSHYAM SHARMA (177–98)
makes an attempt to capture the modal meanings of
the subjunctive in Hindi using the formal apparatus
of modal logics.
Part C includes very useful surveys of studies on
South Asian languages in Europe (John Peterson)
and India (PROBAL DASGUPTA), as well as five book
reviews.
Part D, ‘Dialogue’, contains three short notes:
‘Minimal look-ahead’ (253–61) by TANMOY BHATTACHARYA, a response to Anjum Saleemi’s paper by
TERESA SATTERFIELD (263–68), and ‘Against Afghanistanism: A note on the morphology of Indian
English’ by RAJENDRA SINGH (269–73).
As with the previous yearbooks, this volume offers
a good collection of high quality articles, surveys,
and reviews that will be useful reading for all those
interested in Indian linguistics, as well as for general
linguists, sociolinguists, and typologists. [LEONID
KULIKOV, Leiden University.]

Time in child Inuktitut: A developmental study of an Eskimo-Aleut language. By MARY D. SWIFT. (Studies on
language acquisition 24.) Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter, 2004. Pp. xii, 315. ISBN
3110181207. $137 (Hb).
Most studies of child language acquisition up till
now have focused on Indo-European or the major
languages of East Asia. An investigation of how children master the typologically very different structure
of a language such as Inuktitut is therefore of considerable theoretical interest.
This book describes how children up to the age
of three and a half acquire the mechanisms of time
reference in the Tarramiut (Hudson Strait) subdialect
of Inuktitut, a language spoken by about fifteen
hundred Inuit in arctic Quebec. Introductory chapters
describe the tense-aspect-mood system of adult Inuktitut, and survey what is known crosslinguistically
about how TAM morphology is acquired in early
childhood. The data analyzed derive from corpora
collected from eight children for two previous studies: Cultural context in communicative interaction
of young Inuit children by Martha Crago (Montreal:
McGill University dissertation, 1988) and Aspects of
argument structure acquisition in Inuktitut by Shanley Allen (Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 1996). Note
that S investigates the acquisition of a different facet
of language structure from these earlier studies. Her
description of the verb morphology in adult Tarramiut is also important, given the lack of any comparable overview. Publications on related aspects of
Inuktitut grammar or other Inuit dialects are surveyed
briefly on pp. 8–11.

The last six chapters document how young children learning Inuktitut as a native language master
increasingly more complex tense-aspect structures.
The first verb forms acquired are zero-marked for
tense-aspect. Among these, telic verbs tend to be used
to express past completed events, while atelic verbs
express present ongoing events. S shows how children later add suffixes marking viewpoint aspect, as
well as suffixes marking degrees of temporal remoteness in the past or future. The results are particularly
illuminating when compared to existing studies of
European languages since this represents the first
study of child acquisition of morphemes marking
temporal remoteness. S uncovers a number of patterns that pose a challenge to previous assumptions
about universal tendencies in child language acquisition. All of these, however, find explanation in light
of the system of time reference characteristic of adult
Inuktitut. For example, because Inuktitut encodes a
basic future/nonfuture distinction rather than the
more familiar past/nonpast dichotomy characteristic
of European languages, the Inuit children surveyed
naturally developed future markers before past markers. They also used overt past tense markers with
atelic verbs first rather than with telic verbs. These
findings contrast with studies based on the acquisition of European languages, where past tense marking with telic verbs is primary, and future markers
appear later than markers of past tense. S’s results
clearly testify to the importance of examining as
broad a typological range of languages as possible
before drawing conclusions about universal tendencies in child language acquisition.
The book ends with suggestions for future research, including the need to measure passive knowledge of time reference mechanisms in young Inuit
children, as well as to examine acquisition in older
children acquiring Inuktitut as a native language. Finally, one can only hope this study will stimulate
investigations into how children acquire other complex morphologies. [EDWARD J. VAJDA, Western
Washington University/Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology.]

Pronouncing English: A stress-based approach with CD-ROM. By RICHARD V.
TESCHNER and M. STANLEY WHITLEY.
Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 2004. Pp. xvi, 280. ISBN
1589010027. $39.95.
This introduction to the pronunciation of English
deals in turn with metric feet, stress, intonation, spelling-to-pronunciation rules, vowels, consonants, and
finally, connected speech processes. What makes it
rather unusual is not just the presentation of stress

