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WELCOME
Dr. Kristen French

INTRODUCTIONS:
Dr. Lorraine Kasprisin

GUEST LECTURE:
"Speech & Protest
in Public Schools"

GUEST SPEAKER:
Vanessa Hernandez
Youth Policy Director,
ACLU of Washington

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER

Vanessa Hernandez formerly managed
the ACLU-WA's Second Chances Project,
serving the legal needs of people
reentering society from prisons and jails.
She is a graduate of the University of

Washington School of Law, where she was

a Gates Public Service Law Scholar. Prior
to law school, Vanessa taught middle
school history and drama, and is the

parent to two children
in Seattle Public Schools.

“My job is to fight to keep young people in
schools and out of prisons and jails. | work

with policy makers and community
members to replace punishment-based
approaches with positive, preventative,

and restorative approaches that can

eliminate pipelines to mass incarceration.”

Speaker Vanessa Hernandez
discusses the law around
student and teacher speech and
protest in K-12 schools. In
particular, the talk focuses on
emerging issues around student
protest, student clubs, the
relationship between First
Amendment and
antidiscrimination protections,
teachers’ use of social media
and teacher and student
engagement in political activity
outside of school hours.




