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MEMBERSHIP DUES
SUPPORT:

* Scholarship funds for students

* Lifelong learning and networking
programs for alumni

* Legislative advocacy for Western

SHOW YOUR CARD AND
SAVE

Through the Western Alumni Preferred
Partners program, members receive
discounts at more than 100 local and
national businesses.

MEMBER PRICING AND
EARLY REGISTRATION

Alumni Association members receive
discounted pricing and advance notice to

great programs like:

The Color Purple @ The Paramount
December 20, 2008 « Seattle

Whistler Weekend
February 14-16,2009 * Whistler, B.C.

Fun-in-the-Sun Weekend
March 27-29, 2009 * Phoenix, Ariz.

Back to Bellingham Weekend

April 4-5,2009 « WWU
Western-in-Washington Wine Country
June 26-28,2009 + Eastern Washington

Cruising Remote Waters of SE Alaska
July 1-7,2009 * Juneau/Petersburg,
Alaska

Toregister: www.wwualumni.com

1Y/ about priide!

WESTERN IS:

#1 among public master’s-granting
universities in the Pacific Northwest,
according to U.S. News and World Report

#3 producer of Peace Corps volunteers
in the nation among medium-sized
universities

#38 on Kiplinger’s Personal Finance
magazine’s list of the 100 Best Values in
Public Colleges in the US

Become a member: www.wwualumni.com
or call toll free at 800.676.6885.

HAlumni

Vashon United Methodist Church on
Vashon Island. James Policar com-
pleted his master’s degree in student
development administration at Seattle
University.

2001~ Brett Mitchell, American Con-
ducting Fellow of the Houston Sym-
phony, plans to make his subscription
debut with the orchestra during the
symphony’s 2008-9 season. Mitchell
also has been assistant conductor of
the Orchestre National de France. Mark
Lovejoy is an organic gardener who
owns Garden Treasures in Arlington
and served this year as president of
Arlington’s farmer’s market. Becky
Blake opened Baby Power-Forever Kids
in south Everett, a franchise that offers
exercise, music, and other enrichment
classes for young children, including
those with neurodevelopmental dis-
orders. Andy Billingsley, an employee
benefits specialist, was offered owner-
ship in the employee-owned Unity
Group insurance and benefits firm.

2002 - After earning her doctorate at
Southern lllinois University Carbondale
in 2006, Jesse Trushenski is now an
assistant professor at the university’s
Fisheries and lllinois Aquaculture Cen-
ter. Isaac Maldonado was promoted
to vice president of North County Bank
in Arlington. Chiropractor Kimberly
Formo joined Chiropractic Care Center
in Woodinville.

2004 - Myke Dizon, who started a hip-
hop dance team at Western, was one
of eight dancers in Miley Cyrus's “Best
of Both Worlds”" tour. Lyle Morris had
an article published in “Yale Global On-
line,"the publication of the Yale Center
for the Study of Globalization. Morris,
who is fluent in Mandarin, is an editor
for the China Economist, an academic
journal published in English by the
Chinese Academy of Social Science.
Laura Massey of Moss Adams LLP and
Adam B. Cline of KPMG passed the
CPA exam. Arlen Hill owns Keeping it
Green nursery in Stanwood, special-
izing in hardy orchids that thrive in
Washington state weather. Heidi Schil-
ler won four Excellence in Journalism
awards from the Western Washington
Society of Professional Journalists, in-
cluding a first place and third place in
the same category: leisure and lifestyle
reporting. Darren Mhoon is a strategic
planning technician with the city of
Covington.

2005 - Ryan Los graduated from
the Washington State Patrol’s basic
training academy in Shelton, where
he earned the Top Defensive Tactics
and Fitness Award. The Peace Corps
sent Jason Hervin to Ghana, where
he provided training in business
practices and HIV awareness. Piper
Nims became Whatcom Community
College’s head women'’s basketball

Class Notes

THANKYOU, DONORS

Thousands of you showed your support for Western dur-
ing the 2007-2008 fiscal year by contributing more than
55.9 million through the Western Washington University
Foundation, providing critical support for scholarships,
academic and multicultural programs, student clubs, the
arts, athletics, and more. More information about ways to
support WWU through the Foundation and a full list of this
year's donors is available by going to www.foundation.wwu.
edu and clicking on “Honor Roll of Support/

coach and Kim Kirk was named head
coach of Sehome High School’s girls’
basketball team. Kyle Stemmer joined
the consulting division of Parity Corp.
in Bothell, which provides software

to food and beverage manufacturers.
Lars Simkins became visual effects
supervisor at Hand Crank Films, in
Fairhaven, handling advanced motion
graphics for commercials and corpo-
rate videos. Mike Sager joined general
contractor Lease Crutcher Lewis as

a project engineer. Lena Bagwell
became a sales associate with Coldwell
Banker Miller-Arnason in Bellingham.

2006 - Phil Acuncius became a
graphic designer at CCg Inc., a market-
ing, advertising, design and public
relations firm in Bellingham. Theresa
Carpine joined Mindfly Web Design
and Development to edit Neighbor-
hood-Kids.com, a Web site providing
resources for families in Whatcom
County. Zack Nordwell of Moss Adams
LLP has passed the CPA exam. Susan
Rosenberry became editor of the
Record-Journal newspaper in Ferndale.
Kristi Hennessy was promoted to
controller of Business Bank, whose
headquarters are in Burlington. Owen
Wagenhals, owner of Anchor Appraisal
of Puget Sound, was recently named
“Best Young Entrepreneur” by the
Federal Way Chamber of Commerce.
Megan Gentry is teaching English and
life skills in Malawi for the Peace Corps.
She’s also looking for used wedding
dresses to give to young women at the
school. Those with dresses to donate
may e-mail Gentry's dad, Mike, at
gentrym@auble.com. Paul Shanahan
was named half-time principal of Echo
Lake Elementary School in Shoreline.
Jason Shdo was named principal of
Sidney Glen Elementary School in

Port Orchard. Golf pro Tim Feenstra
placed third in May’s Washington Open
Invitational.

2007 - Kelsea Peterman joined her
sister Amber on a two-week bicycle
trip in June to raise more than $4,500
to help women in sub-Saharan Africa

who have fistula, a childbirth injury
that can be successfully treated with
surgery. Esther Skelton, a manager at
Foothills Toyota in Burlington, won a
trip to Japan from Toyota after winning
a national competition among dealer-
ships. Claire Norton joined GenPrime
Inc. in Spokane as a research techni-
cian. Sunny Beaman became the
marketing coordinator for Icicle Creek
Engineers in Issaquah. After six years in
the U.S. Marine Corps, Robert J. Toyer
joined Toyer Financial Corp. in Everett
as an associate. Larson Gross hired
Kristen Visser as a staff accountant

in the company’s Bellingham office.
Josh Bennett started the construc-
tion company Bellingham Deck and
Dock. Isaac Bonnell writes for the
Bellingham Business Journal. Jenniffer
Reinig became the principal of Stevens
Elementary School in Seattle. Derrick
Pacheco is a sports writer for the Co-
lumbia Basin Herald. Bryan O’Donnell
is the new assistant principal at Ste-
vens Middle School in the Port Angeles
School District. Claire Walton joined
the Whatcom County Umpires Associa-
tion as a softball umpire.

2008 - Liz Theaker was hired as the
director of the La Conner Quilt & Tex-
tile Museum, where she'll oversee the
renovation of the 116-year-old man-
sion that houses the museum. Bryan
Krislock is operations director for the
Episcopal Diocese of Spokane. Lukas
Henne became an accountant at
Varner Sytsma Herndon in Bellingham.
Kelly Joines became a staff writer for
the North Kitsap Herald, and Kristi Pihl
joined the Stanwood-Camano News
as a general assignment reporter.
Larson Gross hired Megan Johnson
as a staff accountant in the company'’s
Bellingham office. Amy Senff was
promoted to credit analyst and loan
officer at Summit Bank in Burlington.
Kacie McKinney became an assistant
advisor for JayRay, an advertising and
public relations firm in Tacoma.
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Photo by Mark Malijan

RED SQUARE AT NIGH'T

“I was always fascinated by Western’s campus at night,” says photographer Mark
Malijan, a senior from Lynnwood who took this photo Nov. 7, 2007, capturing the
warm glow of incandescent lights reflecting off the wet bricks of Red Square.

Malijan carries his camera the way other students carry their iPods and cell phones.
“Il actually feel weird when | don't have it,” he says. “The thought of losing a sweet
moment in time is too dreadful not to lug it around with me.”

Malijan has been interested in photography since high school but got serious
about it during his sophomore year at Western while shooting for The Planet,
Western's environmental journalism magazine. Since then, he’s shot for student and
commercial publications, founded Western’s student chapter of the National Press
Photographers Association and won several awards for his photography.

“During one of my classes of visual journalism, Assistant Professor John Harris said
that you're not going to make everybody happy with every choice you make, but
you need to have a reason for why you made those choices. You have to ask the
questions: Why use this lens? Why shoot from this angle?

“Once | started answering these questions, | could start adding depth and
personality to my work,” he says.“Answering these questions on a daily basis
allowed me to find the reasons behind my work and what | want to portray to
others within my photographs.”

Being able to justify your choices, he adds, is also a good philosophy for life.
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Andi and Dan Contreras met at Western in 1994 . They now live in Mill Creek with their two boys Ryan, 6, and Cameron, 3.

Andi & Dan Contreras
Andi

College of Arts & Sciences "96
Stay at Home Mom Extraordinaire

Lived in Fairhaven and Higginson halls

Volunteered as a student to assist adults with
disabilities; currently volunteers for the PTA and at
Silver Firs Elementary School

“Western played a large role in the development of who
I am today. Staying connected reminds me how hard
I've worked to get here.”

Member since 1998

M. mé’%;/%’é Mattoss!

Dan

Fairhaven College '97
Staffing Consultant, Microsoft Corp.

Lived in Gamma and Nash halls

Volunteered as a DJ for KUGS while at Western;
currently volunteers as assistant cross country coach
at Redmond High School

“I joined the Western Alumni Association because | have
pride in the university and | believe in supporting the
institution that helped me shape the person | am today.”

Member since 1998
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and Ethics of Flyfishing,"encourages students to g
their feet wet learning about watershed ecology
Instructors also hope the summer Class, whi
a final project delivered around a campfiue on the Upf
Skagit, sparks a lifelong love of wila rivers and streams
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FSC

Mixed Sources
Product group from well-managed
forests, controlled sources and
recycled wood or fiber

Cert no. SCS-COC-00964
www.fsc.org
© 1996 Forest Stewardship Council
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