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Class Notes

Jeff Morris ('83) is immersed in the enormity of the world's tiniest things

Jeff Morris ('83, Business Administration) has built a career at the 
intersection of science and public policy.

Now as the EPA's National Program Director for Nanotechnology, Mor
ris leads a team of scientists and analysts exploring both the benefi
cial and harmful effects of nanotechnology: the science of materials 
so tiny they're measured In billionths of meters.

For example, EPA researchers helped determine that nano-scale bits 
of Iron can clean up pollutants such as PCBs in groundwater. The tiny 
particles are now at work in 38 polluted groundwater sites around 
the country, Morris says, and twice that number around the world.

"We're looking at how nanomaterials can be most effective, and 
making sure that introducing those materials into the ground water 
plume won't trade one pollutant for another," says Morris.

After earning a business degree at Western, Morris got hooked on 
environmental policy during a Peace Corps stint in the Dominican 
Republic. He eventually wrote a master's thesis about economic 
incentives for reforestation in the Dominican Republic and went to 
Washington, D.C., to work in the EPA's pesticides program.

"I had seen the public policy decisions made in the Dominican Re
public and how they affected environmental protection there," Morris 
says. It was work he wanted to be a part of in the U.S.

Commercial interest in nanotechnology is exploding. The EPA has 
had requests to sign off on more than 100 different types of nano- 
materials headed to market. Long used In paint and sunscreen, 
nanoparticles are now used in carbon fibers to make stronger, lighter 
structures such as bicycle frames, tennis rackets and airplane wings. 
Nanoparticles are also used in fabrics to keep clothing cleaner and 
fresher. But do those tiny particles expose workers to health hazards

in the factory? Do 
they get washed 
away in the laun
dry and pollute the 
water? These are 
questions for the 
scientists at EPA 
and elsewhere.

Nanotechnology 
will also be an im
portant part of the 
next generation 
of lithium-ion bat
teries, particularly 
in transportation,
Morris says. But if 
the nano-elements 
can be removed 
easily, people
won't have to risk their health ~ or the environment - to dismantle 
and recycle those batteries.

"We have a history In environmental protection of spending all our 
energy cleaning up problems that occur when we didn't understand 
the Impact of doing things," Morris says. "We're trying to stay, if not 
ahead of the curve, at least on it."

These days, Morris works with other federal and international agen
cies to collaborate on nanotechnology research. The U.S., Japan and 
other countries recently pooled their funds to study one type of 
carbon nanotube, he says. Morris is also writing a book about the 
Intersection of science and policy as it relates to nanotechnology.

Jeff Morris ('83) is the National Program 
Director for Nanotechnology at the EPA

I960 - Gerald A. Larson, 76, a retired 
Boeing worker and member of the 
Washington State Youth Soccer Hall of 
Fame, on Jan. 27,2011, in Birch Bay.

1962 - Dallas Steven Kloke, 71, of
Anacortes, on Sept. 25, 2010.

1963 - Herbert R. Haugo, 69, a retired 
math and driver's education teacher, on 
Dec. 1,2010, in Snohomish.

1969 - Adele Diane Jonasson, 64, a re
tired bookkeeper, on Nov. 10, 2010.

1970 - Lynn Robert Stavert, 64, a navi
gational programmer at Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, on Sept. 30, 2010, in Los 
Angeles.

1971 - Steve Cronkhite, 67, a small 
business owner, on Oct. 14, 2010, in 
Bellingham.

1973 - Gary James Legg, 64, on Sept. 
19,2010, in Everett.

1978 - William Gregory Bird, 64, a

retired teacher, coach and vice princi
pal, on Feb. 4,2011, in Vancouver, B.C.

1979 - Dean Olmstead, 55, president 
of EchoStar Satellite Services who 
played a leading role in the consolida
tion of the global satellite industry, on 
Oct. 16, 2010, in Princeton, N.J.

1980 - Robert G. Poole, 61, a mental 
health clinician, on Oct. 2,2010.

1985 - Steve Pilcher, 90, a retired or
ganic chemist and a founding board 
member of the Bellingham Food Co- 
Op, on Nov. 24, 2010.

2009 - Tanya Hanlon, 34, a writ
er and volunteer, on Nov. 3, 2010, in 
Bellingham.

FACULTY AND STAFF

Christine Compston, 61, fellowships 
advisor at Western, on March 8, 2011. 
Dr. Compston rapidly expanded the

number of students applying for dis
tinguished fellowships and scholar
ships -Western was one of the nation's 
top Fulbright-generating universities in 
2010.

Howard John Critchfield, 90, a
Professor Emeritus of Geography at 
WWU, on Nov. 17, 2010, in Bellingham. 
Known by his nickname, "Critch," Dr. 
Critchfield served as the chair of the 
Geography Department and the State 
Climatologist.

Joseph R. Crook, 74, a Professor 
Emeritus of Chemistry who taught at 
Western from 1970 to 1995, on Nov. 27,
2010, in Bellingham.

Shearlean Duke, 64, chair of the 
Journalism Department, on Feb. 2,
2011. Duke was a repoter and editor 
at the Los Angeles Times and a senior 
public relations professional before 
coming to Western in 1999.

Barton Frank, 84, a longtime cello 
professor active with the orchestra at 
Western, on March 10,2011.

Paul Glenn, 89, an artist. Western alum
nus and Associate Professor Emeritus of 
Fairhaven College of Interdisciplinary 
Studies, on Feb. 25, 2011.

Patricia Margaret Mitchell, 76, who 
taught interior design and art in the 
Home Economics Department from 
1978 to 1993, serving as the depart
ment's acting chair. Ms. Mitchell also 
served in the Peace Corps in Ghana 
from 1993 to 1995 and from 1997 to 
1998. She earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
Elementary Education and Master of 
Education in Art from Western in 1977.

Gerard F. Rutan, 76, a Professor 
Emeritus of Political Science, on March 
30, 2011. He was head of the Canadian 
Studies Department and received the 
Canadian Donner Medal for his work 
furthering Canadian studies in the U.S.
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t was one of those first a I most-warm, blue-sky days of spring 
when Rhys Logan went out to Bellingham Bay with some 
buddies last April.

The tide was out; they knew the sandy bottom and flat water off 
the beach near Locust Street in Bellingham would have great 
conditions for skim boarding. "You just run along, toss the board 
on the water and jump on it," Logan says.

Logan, a senior Visual Journalism major, accompanied the 
experts. WWU students Bryce Hermansen and Tony Saddler, 
along with IsaacThomas ('10, Special Education and Elementary 
Education) are team riders for DB Skimboards, a small but 
growing Tacoma-area company Hermansen and Thomas started 
with some other friends in high school.

the back country of nearby national forests collecting field 
data for U.S. Forest Service scientists. A co-worker asked him 
to help shoot a friend's wedding, and he's been hooked on 
photography ever since. Already a specialist in documenting 
outdoor adventures, Logan's work has been published in Seattle 
Metropolitan Magazine, National Geographic.com, Climbing, 
com. The Bellingham Herald and outdoor adventure blogs.

"I narcissistically documented my own life, and I was able to get 
a few images that were worth looking at," Logan says. "It's stuff I 
would be doing anyway: snowboarding, hiking, backpacking, fly 
fishing - the awesome activities Washington provides."

Especially on days like this.

Logan, 24, grew up in Waterville, in the high desert plateaus 
northeast of Wenatchee, and spent several summers tromping

Read more about DB Skimboards online at
www.wwu.edu/window
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Right: Bryce Hermansen, a Business Administration senior/rips through ^ 
the low-tide waters of Bellingham Bay on a plank made by Bis company,
DB Skimboards. WWU Accounting senior Tony Saddler, a team rider for * ; 
the company, watches. "1^*

Above: WWU student Bryce Hermansen, left, douses IsaacThomas L10), ^ "
of DB Skimboards, a company the two helped start in high school.
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Photos by Rhys Logan
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"Western's my home. Western has always supported me and it would 
be a shame for me to not do the same. I love being a Viking."

Erik Lowe (’09) Life Member since 2009
university of Pittsburgh law student graduation giftfrom his parents)

• Met fiancee Nikki Brown ('10) at Western.

• Lived in the Fairhaven Residence Halls, on 32nd Street, and 
in the Lettered Streets neighborhood.

• Asa senior, he served as AS President.

• Hewasa memberofWWU's ACLUCIub.

• Served as executive vice president of Western Democrats 
student club for two years.

• While at Western, he spent his free time with future fiancee 
Brown, playing video games, and going to the movies.

Loves Western's focus on 
student leadership
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