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Don't just sit there ... Vote already! 
The September 11 th attacks on New York and Washington DC have redefined what it means to be American. 

As flags fly proudly from our flagpoles workers continue to pull bodies from the rubble of the World Trade Center. We 
talk in coffee shops of peace or revenge as bombers target Taliban strongholds in Afghanistan. 

As Americans we have a responsibility to vote in the upcoming elections. Although this is an off year, races 
are still exceptionally important in this county. The choices we make this year, however small they may seem in the 
afterglow of this national tragedy, can have a profound effect on our quality of life in Bellingham. The quality of our air, 
water and life are at stake. 

We've put together this guide for voters, outlining all the races and the key issues. All Whatcom county voters 
are allowed to vote for all districts and wards in the county and city council races. Ecotones encourages all registered 
voters to do their "civic duty" as Americans and go to the polls this November 6. The one thing we can control in this 
time of chaos is who we choose to lead us through. 

The City Council Races 

Incumbent Biornson v. Newby Hile 
Voters will choose between a 

seven-term incumbent and a rela­

tive new-comer to politics in the 

at-large city council race. 

Louise Bjornson, incumbent, is 

facing Joel Hile, a self-employed 

consultant. 

Bjornson said her years on the 

council, work for the Mayor's Advi­

sory Commission and involvement 

with neighborhood groups give 

her a broad understanding of the 

city, and where it needs improve­

ment. 

"I can drive through a part of 

the city and say that is better be­

cause of something I did," she 

said. 

On the other hand, "My oppo­

nent has only been here a few 

Louise Bjornson 
Incumbent on Bellinghom's City Council 

At-large Position 

years," she said. 

Hile said he is committed to 

listening to the citizens and bring­

ing their issues forward. The cur­

rent city council is not listening to 

the people, he said. 

"Citizens feel their issues aren't 

being heard .... I would listen to 

what citizens say," he said. 

Concerns over the decision to 

sue Georgia Pacific and the 

council's handling of storm-water 

fees partially prompted Hile to 

run. 

"Running for city council -- and 

if I get elected to city council -­

will be a new challenge for me," 

he said. 

Hile said the council needs to 

get their spending back on track. 

"(The council} spent money like 

there was no bottom to the pot. 

We need to live within our 

budget," he said. 

Hile hopes to improve the 

availability of good jobs in Belling­

ham. He said that his business 

background and familiarity with 

budgets and committee systems 

should help him. 

Bjornson said her long­

standing involvement with the 

community demonstrates her 

commitment to the community. 

She would like to see the down­

town area flourish. 

"Downtown is a like a person," 

she said. 'We need to have a 

healthy heart." Bjornson 

also emphasized the need for a 

healthy environment. 

"Lake Whatcom is a fragile 

resource," she said. "The water 

tests good now, but we need to 

be careful." 

The city is also working on a 

shoreline master program. 

"We are doing our part to help 

salmon return to the community," 

Bjornson said. 

In other environmental work, in 

1984 Bjornson started a recycling 

program in her neighborhood. 

Within two years the program had 

grown to five neighborhoods and 

the city took it over. 

Bjornson said many of the is­

sues she cares about require 

long term plans. She would like to 

see the city grow responsibly. 

"Growth management requires 

planning," she said. "How we 

grow greatly influences our qual­

ity of life," she said. 

Bjornson pointed out the 

Greenways trail levy as one plan 

that "really makes Bellingham 

special." 

"I came to Bellingham be­

cause it is a beautiful place to 

live," Hile said. "I didn't come 

here to take that away." 

Hile said he thinks that the area 

could use development, but that's 

something that most citizens don't 

want. 

"I want to reassure them we 

can have development and keep 

environmental quality," he said. 

"Although I believe in growth I 

don't believe in sprawl." 

Hile added, "Environmentalists 

don't see me as a friend. The see 

me as a threat." 

''To have the things we want in 

Bellingham we need to have 

some growth and that necessarily 

has some impact on the environ­

ment." Hile said. "But I think we 

can minimize that impact." 

In the City Council At-large 

race, voters will choose between 

the candidates business and envi­

ronmental views during Tuesday's 

election.P 

Joel Hile 
Candidate for Bellingham Clly Council 

At-Lorge Position 



Special Election Edition 

Knutson, Trinkaus compete for Ward 2 
In the Ward 2 city council race, 

both candidates hope to improve 

conditions for businesses in the 

downtown area. But, they have 

different views on manufacturing, 

specifically power plants, in the 

area. 

Incumbent Gene Knutson is 

facing Stephen Trinkaus, owner 

of Terra Organica, a local organic 

market. 

Bringing manufacturing jobs to 

Bellingham is an important goal 

for Knutson. 

"I want to get the anti-business 

cloud off of city hall," he said. 

The downtown area needs 

revitalization, Knutson said. He 

points to the Flame Tavern and 

Gene Knutson 
Incumbent on Bellingham City Council 

Word 2 Position 

The Bellingham Herald 
Endorsed: 

• City Council 
Joel Hile 
Gene Knutson 
Grant Deger 
Barbara Ryan 

• County Council 
Seth Fleetwood 
Ward Nelson 
Laurie Caskey-Schreiber 
Sharon Roy 

• Port of Bellingham 
Dan Warner 
Doug Smith 

From www.bellinghamherald.com 

Mason Tavern sites as an exam­

ple of improvements being made. 

The council condemned both of 

the buildings, then bought the 

land and sold it to private busi­

nesses. The sites will become a 

combination of retail, professional 

and housing space. 

Public and private partnerships 

could also help downtown, 

Knutson said. The city has about 

$4 million that it can use to help 

attract downtown businesses, but 

Knutson said it hasn't been used 

since the early 1990s. 

Knutson was the only city 

council member to vote against 

the Georgia Pacific suit. He said 

the lawsuit against G-P damaged 

the city's ability to attract inves­

tors. "It will take a while to get 

them back to the city," he said. 

Trinkhaus said he opposed G­

P's diesel power plant. He hopes 

it won't become an issue, but said 

he would fight plans for additional 

power plants in the city. 

"We don't need to become a 

prostitute to the California power 

industry," he said. "We don't need 

to live with pollution to generate 

power for other areas." 

Trinkhaus points toward the 

Whatcom County 
Republican Party: 

• City Council 
Joel Hile 
Gene Knutson 
Grant Deger 
Russ Weston 

• County Council 
Marlene Dawson 
Ward Nelson 
Bob Wiesen 
Al Schreiber 

From www.whatcom.org/gop 
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waterfront when talking about revi- But Knutson said, "I'm probably 

talizing downtown. one of the most accessible council 

'We should reconnect down­

town with a working waterfront. It is 

underdeveloped and the public 

doesn't have access," he said. 

Reconnecting downtown and 

the waterfront would provide a 

place for jobs and prevent urban 

sprawl, Trinkhaus said. 

He sites minimal impact fees for 

developers as one reason for 

sprawl. 

"We subsidize development," he 

said. "We should put the impact on 

those who profit." 

Trinkhaus said he will take an 

active leadership role in the issues 

that are important to him. 

One such issue is protecting 

Lake Whatcom. Trinkhaus points 

toward a development moratorium 

and banning 2-cycle engines from 

the lake as possible solutions. 

"I will be taking leadership on 

environmental issues -- water qual­

ity, air quality and land use," he 

said. 

"I believe that we elect leaders 

not only to represent us but to take 

issues that are important and build 

consensus around them," he said. 

As a small business owner, 

Trinkhaus said he found the coun­

cil unresponsive and lacking in 

leadership. 

Washington 
Conservation Voters: 

members." 

He also said he is concerned 

about Lake Whatcom. 

"I think Lake Whatcom is the 

biggest environmental issue we 

have right now in the city," he 

said. 

But he said that a growth mora­

torium is not the only answer. 

"Existing homes don't have 

proper runoff for storm water," 

Knutson said. 

While the candidates disagree 

on some of the steps to protect 

the lake, they agree that the 

county must be a part of any plan. 

Knutson and Trinkhaus both said 

working with the county will be 

vital in protecting the lake.◊ 

Stephen Trinkaus 
Candidate for Bellingham City Council 

Word 2 Position 

Whatcom County 
Democrats: 

• City Council • City Council 
Louise Bjornson Louise Bjornson 
Stephen Trinkaus S. Trinkaus/G. Knutson 
Rebecca Johnson Rebecca Johnson 
Barbara Ryan Barbara Ryan 

• County Council • County Council 
Seth Fleetwood Seth Fleetwood 
Laurie Caskey-Schreiber Sherry Jubilo 
Sharon Roy Laurie Caskey-Schreiber 

• Port of Bellingham Sharon Roy 

Dan Warner • Port of Bellingham 
Fenton Wilkinson Fenton Wilkinson 

From www.wcvoters.org From VP of Whatcom Democrats 

http://www.bellinghamherald.com
http://www.whatcom.org/gop
http://www.wcvoters.org
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Deg er, John son vie for Ward 4 po sit ion 
In the Ward 4 race for city 

council, the candidates agree 

on areas where Bellingham 

needs to improve. But they 

come at the solutions from 
different angles. 

Rebecca Johnson, a civic 

activist, and Grant Deger, a 

semi-retired physician, are 

vying for the seat being va­

cated by Leslie Langdon. 
Deger and Johnson both 

describe the same issues as 
their biggest concerns for the 
city. Working to improve Bel­

lingham's economy, revitaliz­

ing downtown, and protecting 
our drinking water and Lake 
Whatcom's watershed draw 

the candidates' attention. 

Downtown revitalization is 

one of Johnson's interests. 
She served on the Capital Im­

provements Advisory Commit­
tee for two years. The commit­

tee prioritized projects that 

need funding in Bellingham. 
Johnson said her interest in 

seeing these projects through 

prompted her to run for city 
council. 

''We've done a lot of plan­
ning, now we need to move 

forward," she said. ''.I want to 
provide leadership to move 

the projects forward." 

Deger also emphasized his 

desire to improve downtown 
and get projects moving. 

Permitting the development 
of high rises could help, he 

Rebecca Johnson 
Candidate for Bellingham City Council 

Word 4 Position 

said. The housing could create 
a walking community and per­

sonality in Bellingham. And, 

shops and services could grow 
without adding congestion, he 
said. 

"I'm not necessarily pro­

growth, but I do accept that we 

are growing," Deger said. 

If elected, Deger hopes to 

work with the Economic Devel­

opment Council and Chamber 

of Commerce to find ways to 
attract employers to Belling­

ham. He said this is especially 

important due to the departure 

of Georgia Pacific. G-P's deci­
sion to leave prompted Deger 
to run. 

''The G-P closure was a sad 
chapter in city government," 

Deger said. ''When they sued 
G-P they really shot them­
selves in the foot." 

Deger said that Bellingham 

is growing most in older gen­
erations. The children are leav­
ing the community for better 

jobs, he said. To help keep a 
vibrant city, he said, we need 

to protect our economy. 

"If we want our children to 
stay here, we're going to have 

to have some reasonable 
jobs," Deger said. 

Johnson also expressed 

concern for the children of the 

area, and issues of quality of 
life in general. 

''We need to encourage fam­
ily wage jobs and economic 

development that doesn't pol­

lute, that doesn't harm the en­

vironment," she said. 
Johnson puts a lot of em­

phasis of quality of life on the 

quality of neighborhoods. 

Neighborhoods in Bellingham 

have strong neighborhood 

plans, and the city should re­

spect that, she said. 

As the city grows, the bur­
den should be put on develop-

ers, not en neighborhoods, 

she said. Strong zoning laws 

should also be enforced, she 
said. 

The ervironment also be­

comes a concern as a city 

grows. 
''We s~ould be filling in 

neighbonoods rather than 

having urban sprawl," she 

said. "No one wants Whatcom 

County to look like another 

Lynnwocx:J." 

Johnson said that protect­

ing the environment and Lake 

Whatcom become other qual­

ity of life ssues. 

"If we don't have drinking 

water it doesn't matter what 

we inves1 in the downtown," 
Johnson said. "It doesn't mat­

ter that we have parks and 

trails. We can't attract families 

and fami~ wage jobs without 
clean drinking water." 

Deger also said that pro­
tecting Lake Whatcom is one 

of his main goals. But, he 

added that in all issues, the 
environment must be bal­

anced wi:h economics. 

''We've done a good job of 

emphasizing the environment. 

Now we need to look at the 

economy so we can keep it 

up," Deger said. ''We're a 
complex :::ieople. We can sup­

port the environment and the 
economy." 

In order to protect the envi­
ronment and do the neces­

sary studies, he said we need 

businesses to provide a tax 
base.◊ 

Grant Deger 
Candidate !or Bellingham City Council 

Word 4 Position 

Ecotones 

The Port 

The Port of Bellingham 
has two commissioners up 
for re-election. And, al­
though we do not cover the 
races in-depth, they are 
important so we've gath­
ered together a little infor­
mation on each candidate. 

District 1 
• Scott Walker 

(incumbent) 

-Master's degree in en­
vironmental science 
from the University of 
Cincinnati. 
-1 O years as a Belling­
ham Port Commissioner. 
-Has worked for ARCO 
and now works with BP. 

• Dan Warner 
-Magna cum laude 
graduate of the Univer­
sity of Washington. 
-Currently, Professor of 
Business legal studies at 
wwu. 

District 2 
• Doug Smith 

(incumbent) 
-UW graduate 
-8 years as Port of Bel-
lingham Commissioner. 
-12 years project engi­
neer, Mobil Oil Corpora­
tion. 

• Fenton Wilkinson 
-Masters in tax law from 
New York University. 
-Has started and run 
non-profit organizations 
-Received international 
recognition for sustain­
able community re­
search and planning. 

Information on these candidates 
came from the voters guide on the 

Whatcom County Auditor 
Website. 



Special Election Edition 

Ryan v. Weston for open Ward 6 seat 
In the race for the Ward 6 

city council position, the candi­
dates have focused on their 
own, distinct issues. 

Barbara Ryan, incumbent, is 
focusing on many aspects of 

protecting the environment. 
Her opponent, Russel Weston, 
is targeting the city council's 
manner of operation. 

Ryan makes public transpor­
tation one of her major efforts. 
She had worked from the big 
picture, interconnecting the 
transportation systems of 
North Sound communities, to 
the more local concerns of bike 
lanes on Bellingham streets. 

"I'm effective at working with 
various groups," she said. 

The Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Advisory Committee recently 
gave her an award for her ef­
forts in Bellingham. 

"I want to make it easier to 
go without a car," Ryan said. 

She said the city needs 
more places to lock bikes and 

store things that bikers don't 
want to carry at all times. 

Another way Ryan works for 
bikers and pedestrians is 

through her involvement on 
the Whatcom Transportation 
Authority board. She said that, 
as a result of 1-695, WT A will 
have its budget cut in half in 
2003 unless another solution 
is found. Plans are in the 
works to ask voters to approve 
a sales tax to help transporta­
tion, she said. 1-695 did not 
pass in Bellingham or What­
com County. 

"I think that means the peo­
ple here a committed to public 
transportation," Ryan said. 

"Cars are a major contribu­
tor to pollution in our water," 
she said. 

Ryan also hopes to work to 
improve water quality and fish 
habitat. 

Another issue that concerns 
her is the need to revitalize 
downtown, but not at the ex­
pense of the environment. 

"I want to attract those who 
will provide good jobs without 
as much environmental im­

pact," she said. 
Weston said that, no matter 

what issue the council is deal­
ing with, be in downtown reno-

vation or the environment, bet­
ter communication is critical. 

''The council does not com­
municate well with constitu­

ents," Weston said. 
The need for communication 

dominates Weston's discus­
sion of all of the issues in the 

council race. 
'We can talk about many 

issues, but if the council is not 
listening then the discussions 
are one-sided without the com­
munity," he said. ''The commu­
nity has so many wonderful, 
wonderful issues .... But when 
the council puts a paper bag 
over their head and says, 'next 
order of business,' then what's 
their incentive to come back?" 

Weston also extends his de­
sire for communication to rela­
tions with the county. He said 
that we need to protect our 
drinking water, but much of the 
watershed is in the county, not 
the city. 

'We need to have communi­
cation between the city and 
county," he said. 

Voters will choose between 
Ryan's and Weston's different 
approaches during Tuesday's 
elections.◊ 
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Barbara Ryan 
Candidate for Bellingham City Council 

Ward 6 Position 

Russ Weston 
Candidate for Bellingham City Council 

Ward 6 Position 

All stories in the "City Council Races" section were written by Jessi Loerch. 
All pictures were provided by candidates and the Whatcom County Auditor's voter's guide Web page. 

The County Council Races 

Property rights v. managing growth in at-large race 

Marlene Dawson and Seth 
Fleetwood, contenders for the 
At-Large position, have com­
pletely different approaches to 
the issues facing Whatcom 
County. 

Fleetwood is 38 and a law­
yer. Dawson is 55 and the in­
cumbent. Their knowledge of 
what needs to be done and 
how it should be done 
clashes, particularly regarding 
sprawl and growth. 

The three issues that Fleet-

wood is focused on are clean 
water, farmland protection, and 
responsible economic develop­
ment. 

For Lake Whatcom, Fleet­
wood wants to reduce density 
around the lake and use pro­
tective measures on new de­
velopments. 

''We need a comprehensive, 
multi-faceted approach to the 
lake," he said. 

Fleetwood would like to use 
the county's transfer develop-

ment rights (TDRs). TDRs 
help to protect valuable land 
from development. 

Fleetwood says the county 
needs a farmland protection 
program. His plan is to seek 
farmland protection through 
TDRs, a review of ordi­
nances, incentives for farmers 
to stay and communication 
between farmers and environ­
mentalists. Fleetwood said 
that now is a crucial time to 
preserve the county's farm­
land. 

"It's crunch time for farm­
ing," he said. 

Fleetwood explains that if 

the county loses any more 
farmland, the farming support 
industries will leave. 

Dawson is also concerned 
about farmland preservation, 
though her approach is very 
different. 

"I want to create a delinea­
tion between urban and rural 
areas to prevent sprawl," she 
said. 

Dawson sees difficulty put­
ting growth in the cities. 

''The city has refused to in­
crease its density," she said. 

Dawson mentioned that 
zoning is how the county man­

(Conrinued on page 6) 
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Dawson, Fleetwood 
( Continued from page 5) 

ages its land, and she feels that 
it is not an effective approach in 
keeping rural and urban sepa­
rate. 

Dawson's other concerns are 
fiscal responsibility and re­
newed economic development. 
Clean water is not on her 
agenda. 

"I'm not saying clean water," 
she said. "Because we've al­
ready got it; 96% of the water 
quality is excellent in that lake." 

Dawson said that mercury 
occurs naturally and believes 
that one of the bigger problems 
inthelakeisthelackofoxygen 
due to rotting logs. 

Dawson and Fleetwood may 
share the passion and effort to 

run for Whatcom County, but 
they very different individuals. 

Dawson is interested in 
protecting property rights. 

"I have an expertise and 
understanding of tribal is­
sues," Dawson said. "and I 
have a respect for property 
values and would acknowl­
edge those values." 

Fleetwood is focused on 
managing growth. 

"I have a deep love for 
Whatcom County," Fleetwood 
said. "I am aware of the 
pressures of growth and what 
that growth can do." 

The different interests of 
Dawson and Fleetwood give 
voters two options for who will 
be in charge, At-Large in 
Whatcom County.◊ 

Two-term incumbent and local activist face-off 

Ward Nelson is a pharma­
cist who has a military back­
ground and has served two 
terms in this position. Sherry 
Jubilo is a human-rights activ­
ist who decided to run at the 
last minute. These contenders 
for the District 1 position are 
distinct individuals with differ­
ent solutions for Whatcom 
County. 

Nelson's concerns include 
administrative areas, improv­
ing the criminal justice system, 
and water resource manage­
ment. 

The administrative areas 
Nelson wants to improve are 
the county's budgeting sys­
tem, communication with the 
public, and performance from 
tax money. 

He is also interested in wa­
ter resource management for 

Ward Nelson 
Incumbent on Whatcom County Council 

District I Position 

salmon, agriculture, and Lake 
Whatcom. He wants to identify 
non-point source pollution, 
such as runoff from roads, 
yards and driveways. Nelson 
said that gathering precise in­
formation is a must. 

''You can't solve a problem 
until you focus it down as 
much as possible," he said. 
'We are going to monitor the 
lake. We want accurate infor­
mation." 

Nelson wants to determine 
the sources of these pollutants 
and make regulations based 
on how they impact the water 
for recreation, drinking water 
and fish. 

Nelson's opponent, Jubilo, is 
running because she has a 
different perspective on what 
needs to be done. 

When Jubilo signed up to 
run for council in July, she was 
at the courthouse protesting 
the shooting of a man in Birch 
Bay. 

''There was 15 minutes left 
to decide," she said. "No one 
had signed up to run against 
Nelson, and someone said, 
'somebody has to run against 
him!"' 

Jubilo works at a women's 
care shelter, and for 8 years 

Marlene Dawson 
Incumbent on Whatcom County Council 

At-Lorge Position 

she had a flower cart down­
town. 

"I'm a community activist," 
she said. 

The issues of concern to 
Jubilo are cooperation with 
Lummi Nation, fighting the 
Boy Scouts right to discrimi­
nate, and enhancing the po­
lice system. 

Jubilo wants to fight the 
Boy Scouts right to discrimi­
nate against gay people, be­
cause she said that the 
county council had voted to 
accept that right. 

Jubilo wants to make a Ci­
vilian Review Board for law 
enforcement, give police 
training in how to use non­
lethal weapons, and give cul­
tural sensitivity and anti­
racism training. 

Also of concern to Jubilo is 
the county's recent decision 
to hire a labor lawyer for 
$46,000 a year. 

''They already have a hu­
man resources department," 
she said. 

She believes a labor lawyer 
is unnecessary and sug­
gested that a "cooperative 
effort'' is what they needed. 

Jubilo would like to see 
more restrictions on Lake 
Whatcom to help keep the 
water clean, including a tem­
porary moratorium on devel­
opment in the watershed. 

Ecotones 

Seth Fleetwood 
Candidate for Whatcom County Council 

At-Lorge Position 

"I would support a ban on 
development in the watershed 
until all studies are done," she 
said. 

She would also favor a ban 
on clear-cutting in the water­
shed and on two-stroke en­
gines in the lake. 

"I've spent a lot of time 
dealing with local issues," Ju­
bilo said. "I believe in commu­
nity grassroots response to 
problems rather than govern­
ment decisions with little com­
munity influence." 

Nelson's experience is also 
local as the 2-term incum­
bent. 

"I have a great deal of 
strength," Nelson said. "I have 
two terms of background and 
I was born and raised here." 

Their backgrounds influ­
ence their perspectives and 
one of them might make a 
difference in Whatcom 
County.◊ 

Sherry Jubilo 
Candidate for Whatcom County Council 

District I Position 



Special Election Edition 

In-laws battle for District 2 position 
Laurie Caskey-Schreiber is 

running against her brother-in­
law, Albert Schreiber, for Dis­
trict 2 of the Whatcom County 
Council. Caskey-Schreiber is 
an administrative services 
manager for Western Wash­
ington University's sociology 
department, and Schreiber is a 
US Customs Service special 
agent. Considering what each 
candidate wants for Whatcom 
County, a name may be all 
they have in common. 

Al Schreiber's concerns are 
the economy, protecting the 
natural environment, and moni­
toring tax spending. 

Economically, he hopes to 
retain the existing job base, 
find energy for water problems 
and allow infrastructure for 
new businesses. 

He wants to monitor tax 
spending and prioritize the 
budget. 

Al Schreiber 
Candidate for Whatcom County Council 

District 2 Position 

"I want to make sure the tax 
dollars we spend deliver the 
results we want," he said. 

Schreiber said that he 
wants to provide and enhance 
public safety, roads, and 
parks. 

He said that he will ap­
proach protection of the envi­
ronment ''through community­
supported goals and stan­
dards." 

"We don't need to ban jet­
skis," he said. ''The biggest 
problem is runoff from exist­
ing development." 

The Transfer of Develop­
ment Rights is one way to 
prevent further development 
in the watershed and in any 
areas. Schreiber, however, 
mentioned that he did not see 
any place to bring the transfer 
rights to. 

"Growth belongs within the 
urban growth boundaries," he 
said. "But the problem is find­
ing urban areas that are will­
ing to accept the growth." 

Schreiber suggests model­
ing after Skagit County which 
has seen some success with 
the transfer of development 
rights. 

Schreiber's opponent, 
Caskey-Schreiber, has an 
entirely different approach to 
development and what should 

Roy, Wiesen for third County Council Position 

Sharon Roy, 59, is a retired 
school administrator. Bob 
Wiesen, 62, is the manager 
and owner of Ferndale Truck 
Rentals. These contenders 
for Whatcom County Council 
District 3 are concerned citi­
zens with different ideas. 

Roy is interested in retain­
ing the character of Whatcom 
County, clean water, and law 
and justice issues. 

She wants to see Whatcom 
County protected from sprawl. 

'The development is mov­
ing right up 1-5," she said. 
"But I believe it is not too late 
to save the character of this 
county." 

Roy suggested that good 
planning is the only way it can 
work. 

"Good planning," she said, 
"is trying to make decisions 
now when you think about that 
impact 20 years from now." 

Roy stressed that sprawl is 
expensive because develop­
ment requires infrastructure 
and services. She said, too 
that it harms the quality of life. 

"It is terrible for the quality of 
life for everybody," she said. 
'The whole sense of commu­
nity gets really destroyed." 

For Lake Whatcom, Roy 
would consider a moratorium 
on development around the 

be done in the county Her 
main objectives are protection 
of open space and agriculture 
land, clean water, anc good 
planning for a sustainable 
community. 

''We have to follow )Ur com­
prehensive management plan," 
she said. "Bellingharn might 
get more density, but it's easier 
to service that density." 

She explained that it costs 
less to provide additicnal ser­
vices in a city than to create 
new sewers, medic units, po­
lice, and schools needed by 
urban sprawl. Caske{­
Schreiber suggested that 
growth go in commurities such 
as Everson, Lynden, Ferndale, 
Blaine and Deming. 

Caskey-Schreiber said de­
velopment must stay in dense 
areas if farmland is to be pre­
served. She emphasized 
farmland as a valuab e industry 
and is concerned about losing 
any more farmland. 

"If we don't start fighting for 
it," she said, "we're g,)ing to 
lose the whole industry." 

She explained that if the 
amount of farmland coes be­
low 80,000 acres, the farming 
support industries coJld leave. 
This would make farming more 
difficult and result in 1he loss of 
more farmland. 

At Lake Whatcom, Caskey­
Schreiber wants undeveloped 
land in the hands of the 

lake until the studies are done. 
'The evidence is c)nvincing 

that the lake is being degraded. 
We need a council t~at will look 
seriously at that," she said. 

Roy believes a solution may 

Bob Wiesen 
Candidate for Whatcom (aunty Council 

District 3 Posi 'ion 
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county. 
''What are we going to leave 

future citizens of this county 
100 years from now? We have 
to keep them in mind," she 
said. 

Caskey-Schreiber stresses 
her concern for the environ­
ment. 

"I am definitely more environ­
mental than my opponent," she 
said. "I am planning to maintain 
some of the character and 
quality of life we have up here." 

Schreiber is running with dif­
ferent interest. 

"I want to put my leadership 
and experience skills to work 
for Whatcom County to face the 
challenges that we have today," 
he said. 

Schreiber said that he is retir­
ing from his job next year and 
will have the time to spend on 
county council. 

Despite a common name, 
these candidates are clearly 
different individuals.~ 

Laurie Caskey-Schreiber 
Candidate for Whatcom County Council 

District 2 Position 

be cooperation between the 
city and the county govern­
ments. 

She is also is concerned 
about the justice system be­

(Co11ti11ued on page 8) 

Sharon Roy 
Candidate for Whatcom County Council 

District 3 Position 



r 

Roy, Wiesen 
(Continued from page 7) 

ing overwhelmed. She be­
lieves that the departments 
are understaffed and the jail 
overcrowded. 

Her opponent, Bob Wiesen, 
refused to speak with 
Ecotones. We gathered infor­
mation about him online and 
from a candidate question­
naire. 

Wiesen believes the county 
cannot reduce sprawl without 
cooperation with cities. He 
commented that Bellingham 
lacks a way to accept the 
transfer of development 
rights. His solution is better 
cooperation between the city 
and county- similar to Roy's 
suggestion. 

Wiesen's goals appear to 
be different, however. While 
Roy is concerned with non-

development in the rural ar­
eas, Wiesen is focused on 
growth inside the Urban 
Growth Areas (UGAs). 

"Inside the UGAs, where 
growth and density are sup­
posed to occur, we need co­
operation from the cities to 
rebuild an economy we've 
allowed to disintegrate," he 
wrote. 

Wiesen mentioned that in­
frastructure for development 

cannot be built outside the 
UGAs. He wants to develop 
more inside those bounda­
ries. 

Wiesen and Roy have 
different approaches to is­
sues facing the county, de­
velopment in particular. 

''There is a distinct choice 
between Bob Wiesen's atti­
tude and mine," Roy said. 
"Voters have a distinct 
choice."◊ 

All stories in the "County Council Races" section were written by Carla Mingione. 
All pictures are courtesy of the Whatcom County Auditor's voter's guide Web page. 

November 6, 2001 

Election Day 
Don't forget to vote! 

Bike clinic 
Students, staff, and alumni -
$15; Non-students - $25. 
Come learn about the inner 
workings of your bike with the 
Outdoor Center's experienced 
bike mechanics. They'll help you 
with the skills you need to effec­
tively maintain and repair your 
bike with your own two hands. 
Call 650-3112 for more informa­
tion. 

November 8, 2001 

Gear Grab 
Viking Union, 7-9pm. 
This is a perfect opportunity to 
invest new (to you) gear and sell 
your old gear, all at bargain 
prices. If you have gear to sell, 
the drop-off will be on the 7th at 
the Outdoor Center from 1 0am-
4:30pm. The Outdoor Center 
takes 15% of the sale cost. Call 
650-3112 for information. 

Sunset kayaking 
Students, staff, and alumni -
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What's Up? 
$20; Non-students -$27. 
Learn basic kayaking skills, 
while witnessing spectacular 
sunsets, wildlife, and other 
beautiful scenery while explor­
ing the shores of Larrabee State 
Park. Call 650-3112 for more 
information. 

Ski/snowboard film: "Mind 
the Addiction" 
Arntzen 100, 9pm. 
$3 at the door or in advance. 
Enjoy this piece of eye candy: a 
16mm film presented by the 
Outdoor Center of great skiing 
and snowboarding footage. It 
will follow the Gear Grab. Call 
650-3112 for more information. 

November 10, 2001 

Indoor Rock Climbing 
Cascade Crags in Everett. 
$8 for all. 
The rain and cold doesn't have 
to keep you from climbing. Join 
the Outdoor Center for a climb 
to maintain your strength while 
staying warm and dry. Transpor­
tation and gear (if you don't al­
ready have your own) will be 
provided. Call 650-3112 for 
more information. 

Whatcom Creek Stream 
Restoration 
City Hall, 9am-noon. 
Join Greenways and NSEA to 
restore the section of stream 
behind City Hall (210 Lottie St) , 
located downtown between 
Grand and Commercial Streets. 
Take Garden from campus, go 
left on Holly, then right on Com­
mercial, and left on Lottie -- City 
Hall will be on your left. 

Digging up trees at Green­
way Nursery 
Greenways Nursery, 10am-1pm. 
If you have experience in dig­
ging up trees , you can join the 
LEAD seminar class to help at 
the Greenways Nursery. This is 
only for those with experience, 
so if you're interested, call 650-
4776. 

November 10-11, 2001 

Lummi Island Sea Kayaking 
Students, staff, and alumni -
$40; Non-students - $60. 
Pre-trip meeting, November 7, 
7:30pm. 
Eat gourmet meals and meet 
some new people on a weekend 
of sea kayaking to Lummi Is-

Our Mission. 

land. You can experience a 
spectacular sunrise over Mt. 
Baker while immersed in the 
local wilderness environment, 
and also learn basic kayaking 
skills. Call 650-3112 for more 
information. 

November 11, 2001 

Scudder Pond Planting with 
Audubon 
Meet at trailhead at Alabama 
and Electric Ave., 1-3pm. 
Join Greenways in planting na­
tive plants and removing inva­
sives at Scudder Pond. Parking 
is available at Bloedel-Donovan 
across the street. Take Lakeway 
east, then follow Electric Ave, 
which branches off to the left 
shortly after the Whatcom Falls 
Park entrance. 

Want to see your event 

in "What's up?" 

Send an email 

explaining the details 

of the event to 

ecotones@cc. wwu. edu 

Ecotones is a student publication devoted to providing a voice for the Huxley 
· community and reporting on current events 

and issues affecting everyone. 

We appreciate comments and criticisms about any aspect of Ecotones. 

If you would like to contact us for any reason, you can write us at: 
Attn: Editors; Ecotones, Environmental Studies 341. 

Or you can email us at contact_ecotones@hotmail.com 

mailto:ecotones@hotmail.com

	Ecotones: The Heartbeat of Huxley, 2001, November 05
	Recommended Citation

	Scanned using Customer PC

