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BEAVER RESTORATION 
IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
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BEAVER RESTORATION IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

Recognizing these benefits, the Methow Beaver 
Project is helping to turn beaver problems 
into solutions. Instead of killing beavers that 
are causing flood problems in residential or 
agricultural areas, the Project’s scientists and 
volunteers live-trap them for relocation on 
the land of the US Forest Service or willing 
private landowners. Because beavers are such 
cooperative workers, the Project aims to move 
all members in the family together, holding and 
feeding them in tanks at the local fish hatchery 
when necessary. While Project staff monitor 

the health and condition of the beavers, they offer educational opportunities for 
the public and ensures they are well fed with aspen and cottonwood boughs, their 
favorite treats. Release sites are then carefully selected for their food availability and 
water storage capacity, often along relatively flat tributaries of the Methow River 
where beavers lived before the fur trade. When the big day finally arrives, beavers 
are released with ready-cut supply of branches to welcome them home. The 
Methow Beaver Project has moved over 300 beavers since 2008, and the rodents 
can be thanked for adding over 780 acres of wetland habitat to the Methow Valley 
watershed. 

The reintroductions of the Methow Beaver Project are just 
one way that people are restoring beavers in the Pacific 
Northwest. And sometimes, where reintroduction is not 
possible or even necessary, people are developing non-
lethal ways to live alongside beavers. Some people are 
using special caging to protect trees or drainage pipes 
from being cut or clogged, while others are using 
innovative “pond-levelers” to keep water flowing 
through the dam while allowing the beavers to build. 
Beavers have even become residents in cities like 
Portland, Oregon and Vancouver, British Columbia, 
where their behaviors and changes have been sources of 
endless fascination. The effects of any beaver family are 
impossible to generalize, but we can be sure they have 
much to teach us about conserving watershed health.

2 



___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 

ST
U

D
EN

T 

BEAVER RESTORATION 
IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. What is the name of the watershed you live in? 

Do you know where your drinking water comes from? 

What are the important stakeholders who have rights and 
responsibilities of your water use? 

2. Visit your nearest wetland. Do you see active signs of beaver 
(chewed trees, a dam or lodge)? 
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BEAVER RESTORATION IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS continued

Can you draw a food web of this wetland? 

How would the biodiversity of your food web change if beavers 
were absent or present? 

3. What can you learn about the fur trade? 
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BEAVER RESTORATION IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS continued

What made beaver fur especially valuable, and how did its pursuit 
effect the settlement of North America? 

4. Do you know of any human-wildlife conflicts where you live? 

How are they typically handled? 

How might they be improved? 
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