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Noam Chomsky:

Opens Minds Challanges Perceptions

Political Speaker and Instructor Intrigues Western Students

We were fortunate to have Dr. Noam
Chomsky, linguistics professor at Mas-
sachusetts Instituté of Technology and
renowned political critic, lecture at West-
ernMarch 4. o

I knew little about Chomsky apart
from some quotes and articles announc-
ing his arrival. Why were people so ex-
cited to hear this man speak? He was a
strong voice in protest of Vietnam and
his pioneering work changed the field of
linguistics. One of my peers called him
“brilliant” and another “damned interest-
ing.” ‘

biguously pro-free market.” Yet protec-
tion and tariffs are not the only example
of market interference — what about all
the subsidies businesses demanded af-
ter WWII?

Our government uses the word “se-
curity” in order to raise public support
for national welfare spending. Chomsky
cited McDonnell Douglas, Grumman, and
Hughes (large aircraft manufacturers) as
typical examples of “publicly subsidized
private profit enterprise.”

Chomsky often quoted journal and -

newspaper articles as well as historical
figures to ac-

centuate a cur-

about what matters."

"The public ought to make decisions

-Noam Chomsky

rent trend.
Truman’s first
secretary of the
airforce said if
you use the

“He provides people with an alter-
native view of how the world works,”
Greg Friedman, énvironmental journalism
major, explained to me.

I felt fervor and anticipation as I was
pushed with the crowd into the PAC’s
mainstage auditorium over an hour be-
fore the talk began. From the balcony, I
leaned forward in my chair to make sure I
was not missing the sarcastic comments
Chomsky made almost under his breath.

He began his lecture with a look at
what is missing in the 1996 presidential
campaign. There has been barely a men-
tion of the Contract with America, he said,
refering to it as the first contract in his-
tory signed by only one party with the
other party opposed.

Balancing the budget, a busmess
“weapon against social spending,” is an-
other topic whose importance Chomsky
said has waned. According to polls, only
five percent of the population consider it
a priority.

Also missing from the mmpaxgn is
what Chomsky termed a certain concern
for the truth. He reminded the audience
of the history of the Republican party.
Although protectionist at its inception,
since World War II it has been “unam-

word security
instead of sub-
sidy, “you get the public to pay the cost
of industry while cowering in fear.” He
did not hesitate to include MIT as a
“small piece of the funnel” by which pub-
lic funds get transferred to small seg-
ments of industry.

© Chomsky said that business leaders
take it for granted that they can feed at
the public trough and continue to increase
their demands. These include a reduc-

. tion in capital gains tax(which is half the

income for the top one percent of the popu-
lation); deregulation; devolution of gov-
emment (giving more power to the states
which are easily swayed by business
whims); tax cuts (which really only
amount to tax shifting); reform of health
care (not really a reform, or positive
change, at all).

Going back to our country’s consti-
tutional framers, Chomsky said there is
nothing new about the way politics cur-
rently operate. James Madison believed
in protecting the minority of the opulent
from the masses, and saw democracy —
what he termed “the daring depravity of
the times™ — as a threat. Madison antici-

pated an increase in the proportion of

those who would labor under the hard-
ship of life, but stressed keeping them

out of the political arena.
Indeed, although “the public ought
to be making decisions about what mat-

ters,” Chomsky said, public voting has .

declined steadily as corporate propaganda
has increased. Over 80 percent of the
U.S. population believes we do not have
afunctioning democracy. Chomsky
also noted the relationship of financial
spending to the election of officials. He
noted that in 1994, 90 percent of those
elected outspent their opponents during
campaigns.

After an hour-long monologue,
Chomsky addressed audience questions
regarding a balanced budget, CIA opera-
tions, the role of the Peace Corps and the
media he relies on for information. One
person asked how a challenge to the cur-
rent corporate tyranny should be orga-
nized. He said we must understand what
is going on, and thene are no magic tech-
niques.

. But most importantly, Chomsky said
we must rebuild our social systems. Par-
ticipation in civil society declined by 50
percent since the 1950s. People are scpa-
rated and frightened. He optimistically

encouraged the kind of connection which

arises from neighbors talking over fences,
bowling leagues and PTA meetings.
‘DeAnna Woolston, Huxley senior,
said Monday’s talk “felt very empower-
ing.” Ileft feeling more like Fairhaven
student Brian Skokal, who said

Chomsky’s mind moved so fast that “we

lesser creatures were constantly trying
to keep up.” I enjoyed trying to keep up
and being stirred to further critical think-
ing. Iam grateful for Noam Chomsky’s
dissonant voice raising our awareness,
questioning our assumptions and
propeling us forward.

Jodi Broughton

Seeing is Believing...

If you missed Chomsky on campus,
you have another chance. His presen-
tation will be shown on Wednesday,
March 4, at 7:30 p.m. Turn to channel
10 to sec what everone's talking about.
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Tree Free EcoPaper Gives Enrichment to the Earth

While other paper companies cling
to clearcutting and chlorides, Tree Free
EcoPaper enhances Earth by making pa-
per from cover crops and hydrogen per-
oxide.

Paul Stanford, business manager for
. TreeFree EcoPaper in Portland, OR, said,
“We are the only treeless paper company
in the Northwest. Business is expanding
rapidly and products are becoming more
economical.

“In the past, our business was al-
most totally mail-order, but a new 100 per-
cent imported-hemp-commodity paper
has brought opportunity for more over-
the-counter sales. This product should
be on the market in Bellingham in Au-
gust. Tree Free EcoPaper hopes to make
this paper available in Western’s Student
Co-op Store.”

The company has outlets in Europe,
but this is the first in North America,
Stanford said. The following corpora-
tions use Tree Free EcoPaper: Green
Peace, Ben and Jerry’s, Walt Disney,
Kinko’s and Bank of America.

“I'see the possibility that treeless pa-
per could eventually take over the paper
market,” Gayden said. “The economics
of it are like recycled paper in that the
market is not secure, so engineers are re-
luctant to use it.”

Hemp is one of the most efficient
plants for making treeless paper but other
material, such as grasses, can also be used
efficiently, Gayden said. Hemp is ideal
because it leaves nitrogen in the soil and
is very versatile.

“We have to get beyond the emo-
tional hurdles that hemp equals mari-
Jjuana,” Gayden said. “Politicians in their
ignorance think hemp equals drugs, but
the type of hemp used for making paper
would be like smoking grape leaves.”

Hemp can be grown as a substitute

A growing concern over treasured
forestlands being butchered in clearcuts
and the new forest practice of ecosystem
management are factors contributing to
the transition of the paper industry to a
non-wood-pulp industry. Tree Free
EcoPaper will cost more than wood-pulp

""We have to get beyond the emotional hurdles that hemp
equals marajuana. Politicians, in their ignorance, think
hemp equals drugs, but the type of hemp used for makmg
paper would be like smokmg grape leaves."

-Ernst Gayden

crop, with low maintenance, on retired
farmland, for use as paper and linens. The
problem is hemp requires certain licens-
ing to be grown due to its association
with marijuana, Gayden said.

Tree Free EcoPaper also uses cereal
straw, agricultural wastes and African
grasses to make paper. Itis whitened with
hydrogen peroxide, which breaks down
naturally and produces no dioxins. This
company guarantees a naturally acid-free
paper with a shelflife 20 times greater than
wood-fiber paper.

Other paper manufacturers continue
to side step the issues, and dub them-

selves environmentalists because they -

recycle. However, EPA statistics show a
“recycled” sheet of paper with 50 percent
reclaimed fiber could contain as much as
90 percent virgin-pulp.

paper until present economic trends in
the paper industry change.

“It is a tremendous waste of re-
sources, time and labor to cut trees down
for pulp, when plants that make cheaper, |
better paper exist,” said Ernst Gayden,
Huxley College associate professor. “The
reason treeless paper is not used more is
strictly economics.”

Stanford said that eventually tree-
free paper will take over the paper market
because it is superior in quality to any
paper made from wood-pulp. However,
this could take another 20 o 25 years with
existing economic trends.

To contact Tree Free EcoPaper call
1-800-775-0225 or write: Tree Free
EcoPaper, 121 S.W. Salmon, Suite 1100,
Portland, Ore., 97204.

Will Hutto

Garbage Bag: More Eco - friendly Gardening Tips

Opening A Whole New Can of Worms
You can use worms to compost pro-
duce scraps at home; a pound of worms
can eat a pound of food waste every day,
belping reduce garbage. Many Whatcom
County residents maintain worm
composting bins at home.
To start a worm bin, follow these tips:
1.) Order free bin-building plans from
the Recycling Hotline: 676-5723 or 384-
8040. Bins cost about $45 to build.
2.) Fill the bin with damp, shredded
newsprint “bedding.”
-3.) Bury a pound of worms in the

bedding. Red worms are the most com-
mon composting worms in Whatcom
County. Find them under layers of leaves
or mulch and at the top of soil.

4.) Bury a pound of produce scraps
in the bedding. Give the worms two
weeks to establish themselves, then be-
gin adding more food scarps a little at a

time - about two cups every two to three

days.

5.) Continue to bury produce wastes
in the bedding, adding more shredded
paper from time to time. Add more fruit
and vegetable scraps as the weather

warms up and the worms begin reproduc-
ing. Some egg shells, tea bags, and cof-
fee grounds are OK. Avmd meat and milk
products.

6.) Cover the bedding with a full
sheet of newsprint in summer to discour-
age fruit flies.

7.) When autumn comes, add less
food to the worm bin as the worms slow
their digestive rate for the winter.

8.) Let the bin sit dormant until
spring, then’ harvest the nutrient-rich

Cont. on p. 7
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Eco Events
That Count

Friday, March 15: Jean Melions, a candidate for Huxley’s envi-

ronmental policy position, will have a sack lunch with students’

atnoonin AH221. Melions will lecture at 2 p.m. in AH30. All
are welcome. The subject of her presentation will be posted in
the Huxley office.

: -Dan Pentilla, Washmguon Dept. of Fish and Wnldhfe pre-
sents “Forage fishes of Northern Puget Sound. Life histories
- and spawning habitats.”. The presentation begins at noon at
Shannon Point Marine Center Lecture Hall, 1900 ShannonPoint
Rd., Anacortes. For more information, call (360) 293-2188.

Earth Day ‘96 is Saturday, April 20. For vending and conces-
sion applications contact Burke Mulvany, Fairhaven Musicians
Caalition x7407. Forall other information contact Sean Cosgrove,
Environmental Center, x6129

The Northwwt Environmental History Symposium is request-
ing posters on research related to environmental change and
human interaction with the Northwest environment. The Sym-
posium will take place in Pullman Wa , Thursday, August 1
through Sunday, August 4. For information concerning re-
quirements; call (509) 335-4883.

-compiled by Diane Peterson

| Internship Available

Sustainable Options, Integrety Systems and Natural Bal-.
ance Forestry, a Whatcom County environmental organiza-
tion, is looking for an intership student to fill their adminis-
trative assistant position. Job duties include helping with
research studies, writing corespondants, scheduling and
other office duties. Applicants must have an interest in sus-

ability. This is a volunteer position, which Sustainable Op-
tions would like to fill immediately. = -

For more information, contact Fenton Wilkinson at (360)
966-2504.

The Planetis Commg,

The Planet is Commg' ,

Be on the lookout for Huxley's environmental advocacy maga-
zine, The Planet! This quarter’s issue is on sustainable growth

- don't miss it!

tainable communities, general office experience and depend- | .

More From L.E.A. D.

L.E.A.D. is a student-run organization that relies heavily on
the support of volunteers. L.E.A.D. volunteers' gain valuable
skills in teaching and environmental restoration, as well as an
avenue to work with people in the community. - . ‘

To become a vclunteer, students need to take the two-credit
seminar offered spring quarter that will prepare them for ser-
vice-learning and experience in local schools. The seminar also
teaches students such things as: ecosystem restoration, how
to work with youth of different ages, plant identification, water
quality monitering and testing, organic gardemng, environmen-
tal games and much more. The seminar is great for those who
like to take a hands-on approach to learning.

After taking theseminar, students can come back in fall quar-
ter, 1996, and become a volunteer. Volunteers are placed witha
school, age group, or environmental project of their choice,
and spend 1-2 hours a week volunteering in local schools.

For more information, stop by ES 318, or call x4776.

Jared Hawkins

Another Seminarto Look Into...

Learn how to bean effective environmental activist for credif!
Take the Environmental Activism seminar, taught by Jeanette
Russell, Huxley student graduating with a degree in environ-
mental advocacy. -

Environmental Advocacy is a group independent study
Project open to all Western students. The class will explore the
ancient forest crisis, the history of environmerital activism and
the policies behind public and private forestry issues. The

. group will be taught community outreach skills, campaign de-

velopment, how to influence media, politicians and the public,
how to protect wilderness and biodiversity and how to think
strategically about reaching goals.

To register, contact Jeanette Russell at Fairhaven College.
For more information, call her at 647-1680. -

(

Editor: Traci Edze

The Hotline Staff’: \
Copy Editor: Richard Navas
Writers: Liz Alken, Diane Peterson, Paul Willis

Guest Writers: Jodi Broughton, Jared Hawkins, Will Hutto,
Peter McBride, Chanda Meek, Elissa Torres

Advisor: Scott Brennan

The Hotline is prmud on unbleached, recycled paper.
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