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“There has to be a multi-faceted approach to salmon preservation,” Hansen
said. “There is room for regulation, but there is also an important need for com-
munity collaboration on projects to get things done.

“You can never completely regulate the environment and people won't be co-
erced into saving the environment. When people get involved their attitude can
change and they can become very involved working in a positive direction, that
is the Nooksack Recovery Team.

“By involving farmers and the Whatcom Conservation District we try and
build a membership representative of the community at large. It’s all about being
positive, finding things we can agree on and helping to restore the environment.”

On Black Slough, a tributary of the south fork of the Nooksack River near the
small town of Acme, a transformation is taking place.

The land along this portion of Black Slough was flat and trampled by grazing
dairy cows. Reed canary grass covered the mostly treeless landscape.

“When 1 was younger I was a logger and when I retired I wanted to put some-
thing back,” said Bob Barker, the owner of the 76-acre parcel.

Barker is working in cooperation with the Whatcom Conservation District to
restore his land to its natural state.

“It’s a good sitedfor trees, but lousy for agriculture,” Barker said.

In 1996 Barker purchased the land and a year later began planting trees — lots
of trees. Barker estimates he has planted 6,500 trees, but now only about 900
trees remain due to predation by mice and voles.

Barker has solved that problem by placing plastic cylindrical blue tubes around
the saplings. The reed canary grass will remain until the trees shade it out, but
now the land 1s covered with hundreds of blue tubes with the tops of small native
trees poking out of the skyward openings. Some of the trees Barker planted in
1997 are now five feet tall.

The slough provides habitat for juvenile coho salmon while they spend their
first year and a half in freshwater. The shade and woody debris that the trees will
provide will increase the quality of the habitat, a vast improvement over the now
grass-choked channels.

Cooperative efforts like the NRT are necessary if salmon are ever going to
recover.

“With cooperation anything is possible,” Hansen said. Hopefully time will
prove him correct. At Boyd Creek the coho will spawn and die. When their eggs
hatch, the adults’ decomposing bodies will provide nutrients for the growing
salmon fry. The circle will be complete.

Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association

(360) 715-0283

Whatcom Conservation District/Nooksack Recovery
Team (360) 354-2035 ext.3
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Into the Streets

by Hillary Smith

Scaling an outer wall of Seattle’s Nike Town with
relative ease, a man clad in black reaches the large letters
looming over the crowd and begins to take part in
destruction of the building. News crews covering World
Trade Organization protests delight in vilifying the
anarchist, focusing on his shoes. The man dons Nike
footwear as he destroys the company’s property.

Reporters inquire about the man’s motives and an

unintelligible mutter escapes from beneath his black mask.

Peaceful activists stand nearby, displaying messages of
concern for environmental and human welfare on large
picket signs. An organized march proceeds through the
violent chaos. Both are virtually unrecognized in the
media.

In recent years, direct action, often called eco-terrorism
by 1ts targets, has gained momentum because of media
coverage, albeit often negative coverage. Direct action
includes any active, participatory effort to create change
where an injustice 1s thought to exist without the media-
tion of a governing body. In order to create change,
activists have several options, referred to as the ‘repertoire
of protest.’

“Activist must ask themselves, which tool is best suited
to the situation?” Greta Gaard, associate professor at
Fairhaven College, said. “Given the vast repertoire, why
would people choose direct action and go into the streets?
Obviously they see this is the most effective way to create
change.”

“The purpose of direct action is to interrupt dominance
to get the message across,” Gaard said. “If the channels of
democracy were working, people wouldn’t be in the
streets. Politicians are not elected as our rulers, they are
elected as our servants. But, they’re not serving the people
who elected them, they're serving the people who paid for
them, the economically privileged.”

Some proponents of the movement feel the media
presents a skewed view of direct action, perpetuating the
notion direct action is violent and erratic.

“People performing direct action are portrayed as
comfortable, safe, middle class college students or aging
hippie tree huggers — people who are not central to the
system,” Gaard said. “At the WTO for example, there was
a good cross section of who is America, people in unions,
churches, students, professors, lawyers and doctors. If this
were presented, it would be hard to trivialize and dismiss.”

30

J.J. Johnson, a self-designed environmental activism
major at Western, said even simple efforts, such as
forming study groups to educate citizens about environ-
mental atrocities, are an effective form of direct action.
Johnson cites the term eco-terrorism as a label to detract
from negative attention forced on corporations by activist
groups.

“The government has labeled any act focusing on the
environment that isn't within the established realm of
doing things as eco-terrorism,” Johnson said. “It really
scares people in power when activists overstep boundaries
set to keep them silenced under their overarching power.”

Shuksan Direct Action, a Bellingham-based organization,
was formed out of a shared concern for the environment.

A representative of Shuksan Direct Action, who wished
to be known only as Osprey, said he feels the event was
well organized and the media depicted activists as
ignorant while mainly focusing on the anarchists.

Due to the corporate ownership and sponsorship of
nearly all mainstream media, a definite slant is put in
favor of international corporations lacking regard for the
environment, Osprey said.

“Basically, the media has evolved into a lackey of
corporate power,  Osprey said. “My experience was people
did know why they were at WTO. There are a lot of
people who have an intuitive understanding why they
were there but couldn’t articulate it.

“Most members of Shuksan Direct Action belong to
several other activist organizations and employ direct
action after other outlets for discontent, such as voting,
petitioning and lobbying are exhausted.

“When no change is taking place, people feel they have
to take extra-legal means,” Osprey said. “Interfering with
business as usual 1s necessary to raise people’s awareness
... when a law is unjust, it’s a person’s responsibility to
break the law.”

Many environmental groups such as the Animal
Liberation Front (ALF), the Earth Liberation Front
(ELF), Earth First!, and Greenpeace are repeatedly cited
for illegal activities. These groups routinely break the law
in the name of environmental, human and animal rights
advocacy.

In late 1999, Western’s Miller Hall was ransacked and
vandalized when four rabbits and 37 white rats were taken
from the animal-research laboratory. The ALF took
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Unidentified Animal Liberation Front members
look four research rabbits and 37 lab rats in
ate Oct. 1999. The damage totaled $3,700
coused by vandalism and theft. Reprinted
with permission of The Western Front.

responsibility for the attack that cost Western approximately $3,700.

In 1996, Alaskan Fur Company in Minnesota sustained approximately $2.25
million in damages when the ALF set fire to a fur warehouse. The ALF and the
Coalition to Abolish the Fur Trade (CAFT) took full responsibility for the largest
monetary destruction in either organization’s history.

The ELF claimed responsibility for the $12 million arson of Vail Mountain Ski
Resort in 1998, gutting three buildings and damaging four ski lifts “on behalf of
the lynx.” The ELF claimed expansion of the largest ski resort in the nation
would “ruin the last, best lynx habitat in the state.” These explanations were
announced to news organizations by Craig Rosebraugh, an ELF proponent from
Portland who received a brief message he won't disclose from the ELF following
the arson.

Groups such as the ALF and the ELF are particularly frustrating to law-
enforcement officials, because their crimes are often committed at night with
little evidence left for law officials. Terrorists leave names of organizations
claiming responsibility for the crimes or circumstantial evidence at crime scenes,
but often remain anonymous.

The ALF supports organized and strategically planned direct action. ALF
leaders emphasize the ineffectiveness of irrational acts borne out of frustration,
impatience or impulse. Actions are encouraged to be not only symbolic, but also
valuable to the cause.

Authorities define these crimes as domestic terrorism — violence intended to
alter public policy and individual behavior resulting in the eradication of environ-
mental, human and animal abuse. The crimes are not classified as environmental
due to their varying nature and the opposing definitions of eco-terrorism.

“The one thing we know is violence doesn’t appeal to the public,” Gaard said.
“If you want support for your movement, don'’t use violence. There is no way you
will win the battle through violence.”

The public is presented with a view of activists and their causes, a view that all
too often polarizes communities and creates animosity.

“Each individual interacts with other parts of the ecosystem and the commu-

nity,” Vermeers said. “They each have
3 something which makes them say, “We've
had enough destruction and we don’t want
to see it happen anymore.”

Blue- and white-collar workers, parents
and children, doctors, lawyers, unionists
and environmentalists are only a meager
example of the variety of people converging
to regain control of their lives and commu-
nities. Direct action provides a forum for
people to voice concerns regarding animal,
human and environmental welfare. Citizens
around the world are uniting in a coopera-
tive effort to end corporate disregard of the
environment and the people.

www.directa(tionnetwork.org
www.animalliberationfront.com
W 'I‘Oaction.org

Enviroweb. org
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http://www.animalliberationfront.com
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