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ACCENT & on Alumni

FUN IN THE SUN

March 25-27 (Peoria, Ariz.) - With
more than 100 alumni from Arizona,
California, Nevada and Washington in
attendance, it’s safe to say this event was
a home run. Several alumni stopped by,
including Kevin Ward from Northfield,
Minn. who just happened to be in the
neighborhood.

The Peoria Sports Complex is a beauti-
ful, intimate field—the kind of field that
should host all baseball games. Making
the day even more perfect, we enjoyed
lunch in our own private tent.

We're already thinking about next
year, so get on our invitation list for
tickets. If you already have tickets,
join the WWU team for lunch. Add
the WWU Alumni Association website
www.wwualumni.com to your favorites
list and log in with your W# to access
Western Wire and up-to-the-minute
information about next year’s Fun in the
Sun and other alumni events.

WWU ANNUAL
VOLUNTEER DAY

April 22 - More than 240 alumni,
family and friends turned out to clear
brush, pull weeds and build trails in
Bellingham, Seattle, Olympia and Van-
couver, Wash. and in San Diego, Calif.

Oct. 21 — There is only one
opportunity in 2006 to see the
Vikings and Wildcats battle it out
at Qwest Field. This fourth an-
nual Battle in Seattle, sponsored
by Wells Fargo and Comcast, gives
Western and Central supporters
the opportunity to witness mega-
stadium football between two
legendary rivals.

The fun starts Oct. 21 with
pre-game festivities for all ages
arranged by the Alumni Associa-
tion. Bring your Western gear and
Western pride and help cheer our
team to victory!

Visit www.wwualumni.com and
log in with your W# to access West-
ern Wire and up-to-the-minute
information about Battle in Seattle
and other alumni events.

Susan and Joel Carlson ('57) enjoy a fun day
in Phoenix. Over 100 WWU alumni gathered
together to watch baseball and catch up with
the latest news.

GRADUATION FAIR

April 26-27 - Our first WWU Gradu-
ation Fair welcomed soon-to-be new
members of the Alumni Association.
Your Alumni Association, the AS Book-
store, the Registrar’s Office, Career
Services and Royal-T joined forces to
provide a one-stop shop for graduating
seniors.

In addition to signing up for the June
2006 commencement ceremony and
purchasing caps and gowns and other
graduation items such as announce-
ments and class rings, students were
welcomed to the Alumni Association.
Each future alum received a compli-
mentary WWU license plate frame and
information about the WWU Alumni
online community and license plate
scholarship program. Thanks to all of
you who participated!

More than 340 students attended.
The Career Services staff provided in-
formation about job search services. A

- person from the Registrar’s Office was

there to answer that all important ques-
tion—How many tickets will we get for
graduation?

WWU DAY AT THE
KENTUCKY DERBY

May 6 - WWU alumni, family and
friends met at Emerald Downs in
Auburn to celebrate the Kentucky Derby.
The races were exciting, the spectators
were enthusiastic, and the ladies in their
large festive hats were stunning!

NEED TRANSCRIPTS?

Official transcripts are available from
the WWU Registrar's Office for $7 (a $1
increase over last year). Unofficial faxed
transcripts are $10. Call (360) 650-3355
or email registrar.officec@wwu.edu.

JOIN OUR ONLINE COMMUNITY

- - - at www.wwualumni.com. Add the WWU Alumni website to your favorites
list and visit on a regular basis to check out upcoming events in your area, start
a discussion group, share photos, post resumes and network with other WWU
alumni. Use your W# to log in. Call our toll free number (800) 676-6885 (or 650-
3353 in Whatcom County) if you need assistance.

YOUR LICENSE TO SUPPORT SCHOLARSHIPS

Want to help support WWU scholarships? It’s easy—simply buy a WWU colle-
giate license plate. It's yours for life regardless of how many vehicles you purchase.
Each plate sold and renewed provides $28 to WWU scholarships.

Go to a Washington State Department of Licensing office and request a specialized
plate. Or go to www.dot.wa.gov/vs/specialtyplates/tr-spp.html#collegiate. Simply
fill out the application and send it with your renewal and payment as directed.

Creating a History Book

By Steve Dunkelberger
CLASS OF '94

The first steps of my journey—creat-
ing a history book—started some 15
years ago, when I was a budding journal-
ism student attending classes in College
Hall. Those classes have moved over to
the new communications building, but
the impact of College Hall is felt every
day of my life.

As a journalism student, I was taught
to be fair and accurate and to also be a
planner and a goal setter. My goal was
to write a book by the time I turned 35.
It seemed far off at the time, so I felt safe
that I could get it done in 11 years.

[ graduated in 1994 and returned to
Lakewood to work as a reporter at the
local paper. I wanted to finally set down
roots after two decades of living the life
of a military brat, shuttling to Army
bases around the world just long enough
to unpack my suitcase. I set out to learn
all I could about my adopted home.
After all, good reporters need to know
about the community they serve.

The library had little local informa-
tion about this patch of unincorporated
Pierce County, and the lack of a city
hall meant researching the history of
the area would require a bit more leg
work than I first thought. Lakewood
didn’t even have a historical society. I
turned to the elders in the community
and pieced together the area’s history of
pioneer life, rich-and-famous mansions
and working-class expansion. My con-
versations with these people became a
regular column in the newspaper.

Incorporation came in 1996. A city
hall soon followed. As the new com-
munity of Lakewood took shape, its past
began disappearing. I wanted to do my
part to preserve the area’s history—and
get my book started.

The Lakewood Historical Society
was formed in a friend’s

older than I am. But we share the inter-
est of local history, so our ages don't
much matter other than the occasional
oddity caused by the generation gap.
That’s a story for another time.

The newspaper basement became an
unofficial repository. I was the editor at
this point, so I had free reign over the
newspaper’s resources. That stopped in
2000 when the newspaper ceased pub-
lication, and I landed a job in nearby
Tacoma.

I saw this as a mere setback and not
a death knell for my book and the his-
torical society, so I pressed on during
my off hours and weekends. Monthly
meetings and email exchanges kept the
effort going slowly but steadily.

[ found a book publisher and set a
deadline. My former boss at the Lake-
wood Journal, Walter Neary, agreed to
coauthor the book and assist as best
he could. We worked independently
and connected whenever we could to
keep the effort on task. We only met a
few times during the passing weekends
because our life schedules didn’t permit
us much free time. I had become the edi-
tor of the Business Examiner, and Neary
had changed jobs between the time
we signed the book contract and the
manuscript’s deadline. There were times
when we didn’t think we could make
it work, but the journalism training
always kicked in and forced us to meet
the deadline. We gathered some 800
photos from some 30 different sources
to donate to the historical society’s
fledgling photo collection. About 200
photos went into the book, which is
now the promotional centerpiece of
the historical society’s effort to land a
museum site.

The book arrived on my door two
weeks before my 34th birthday; I had
met the goal I had set at Western. [ even
had a year to spare.

backyard with the goal of
preserving photo albums
and artifacts of the city’s
past. I remain the youngest
member of the 100-person
group. Some people on the
board have grandchildren

Lakewood, by Steve Dunkelberger and Walter
Neary, is available at www.lakewoodhistory.net,
www.amazon.com and www.arcadiapublishing.
com. You may reach Steve Dunkelberger at
stevedunkel@yahoo.com. He is currently working
with Russell Kasselman ('94) on a book about the
city of University Place.

Pictured here enjoying the WWU Alumni Kentucky Derby celebration at Emerald Downs are
Wendy Otto ('94), Marin Brustuen ('98), Roberta Langworthy ('76) and Susan Bakse ('88).
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CALENDAR ®E 2006

8 "Eagles and Orcas" Kayaking Trip, Friday Harbor

13-17 Golden Vikings Reunion, on campus 2006 Viking Football Schedule
22-23 Ethnic Student Center Reunion, on campus

22 Alumni Afternoon at Safeco Field, Mariners vs. Boston Red Sox Aug. 31  at Humboldt State University, Arcata, Calif.
August Sept. 9  Washburn University, at Civic Stadium

5 Alumni Night at the Bellingham Bells, Joe Martin Field
Sept. 16  University of Nebraska, Omaha, at Civic Stadium 1 p.m.

September Sept. 23  at North Dakota University, Grand Forks, N.D. 1 p.m.
9 Annual WWU Alumni Salmon BBQ, Olympia
16 Winery Tour/Tasting/Picnic Lunch, Carlton Winemakers Studio, Carlton, Ore. Sept. 30 University of Minnesota, Duluth, at Civic Stadium 1 p.m.
30 Alumni Day at the Paramount Theatre, reception after performance, Seattle Oct. 7 at St. Cloud State University, St. Cloud, Minn. 1 p.m.
October Oct. 14  South Dakota University, at Civic Stadium 1 p.m. {
8 Latino Student/Alumni Panel Discussion, on campus
12 Distinguished Lecture Series, Edward Tenner, 6:30 p.m., on campus, free but Oct. 21  Central Washington University

tickets are required, information at (360) 650-7545 or www.lectureseries.wwu.edu 4th Annual Battle in Seattle for the Cascade Cup 6 p.m.

18 Turning Points Faculty Speaker Series, Mary Janell Metzger, 5:15 p.m., on campus ¢t 28  Western Oregon University, at Civic Stadium 1 p.m.
21 Battle in Seattle, WWU vs. CWU, Qwest Field
Nowv. 4 Augustana University, at Civic Stadium 1 p.m.
November Nov. 11  at Minnesota State University, Mankato, Minn. 12 noon
3-5 Western's Really Big Weekend, homecoming activities, on campus
8 Turning Points Faculty Speaker Series, Steve Globerman, 5:15 p.m., on campus Blue color indicates North Central Conference contest.

17 Networking/Alumni Speaker Series, Portland, Ore. (tentative)
18 Portland Museum of Art Egyptian Exhibit, lunch and guided tour, Portland, Ore. s

rnnn :.-

The latest NCAA report on graduation rates shows Western student-athletes graduating at rates 28 percent-
age points higher than the average in the 10-team Greater Northwest Athletic Conference (GNAC) and 25
points higher than the national average for schools in NCAA Division II.

At the NCAA 11 Women's Rowing National Championships in New Jersey, Viking women successfully
defended their national title, winning both the varsity four and varsity eight grand finals.

v,

Junior high jumper Clara Cook earned All-America honors by placing sixth at the NCAA II National Track ,

and Field Championships, becoming the third athlete in Western history to earn All-America honors in that _ ; b N ? 4

event, and the first since 1984. iy N
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Western's Alumni Association float, populated by future alumni,
took first place in this year's Ski to Sea Parade of Champions.

Men's basketball player Grant Dykstra is the winner of the 2006 V Foundation Comeback Award, presented
annually to a student-athlete who has accomplished a personal triumph in the face of adversity. Dykstra
also is Western's first consensus All-American and was named this year's WWU male Athlete of the Year and
co-GNAC Athlete of the Year.

Tina Donahue, forward on the women's basketball team, received All-America and all-region honors and
was named GNAC Player of the Year for 2005-06. She has been signed to play professional basketball with
the Mackay Meteorettes of the Queensland Australian Basketball League.

Discus thrower Jessica Telleria made a second showing at the NCAA Division II National Championships, placing 10th this year. A three-time GNAC academic all-star,
she set a school record with a national provisional qualifying mark of 156-2 and became the league's first four-time event winner at a GNAC Championship. Telleria
was also named Western's female Scholar-Athlete of the Year. She will attend Stanford Medical School this fall.

Four-time GNAC academic all-star Scott Romney took league indoor titles in 2006
for pole vaulting and set a school outdoor record, clearing 15-11.

Photo: Dan Lepse

Laura Trevellyan earned West Region cross country all-star honors and finished
fourth at GNAC Championships to earn all-star recognition for the third consecu-
tive year.

Men's basketball guard Ryan Diggs received honorable mention All-America honors
and scored 25 points to earn co-MVP honors at the first NABC Division II Senior
All-Star game.

Golfer Katja Trygg placed fifth at the NCAA II National Championship, the high-
est finish in Western's history, and was named a first-team National Golf Coaches
Association All-American and West Region all-star for the second straight year.

WWU cross country runners Erin Deasy, Keith Lemay and Laura Trevellyan were
For the second year in a row, WWU took home the NCAA Il Women's Rowing ‘National 'Named 2005 National Scholar-Athletes by the U.S. Cross Country Coaches Associa-
Championship trophy, winning both the varsity four and varsity eight grand finals. tion. Thirteen Western Washington University student-athletes were named to the
2006 GNAC Track and Field Academic all-star team.

Tickets & Information http://calendarwwuedu  (360) 650-6146

Alumni events Athletics WWU Box Office Western Gallery Wilson Library
(360) 650-3353 or (800) 676-6885 (360) 650-3109 (360) 650-6146 (360) 650-3900 (360) 650-3049

@ WINDOW ON WESTERN



http://www.lectureseries.wwu.edu
http://calendar.wwu.edu

