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Green Elephants

BY MAarco HorNER

“THE ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT in America is alarmingly robust and strong.” said
George Landrith, president of Frontiers of Freedom. “What they are is they're anti-capitalist and they
don’t like America.”

Frontiers of Freedom 1s a Republican interest group that denounces environmentalists and environ-
mental protection plans.

Not all Republicans share Landrith’s view, said Jim DiPeso, director of Republicans for Environmental
Protection, a group that formed in 1995 to combat anti-environmental changes within the party.

“The conservationist roots in the Republican Party actually go very deep,” DiPeso said. “Theodore
Roosevelt just compiled an amazingly large record. He realized that conservation was very important for
the country. Richard Nixon was an environmental protection leader.

“There’s quite a history to be proud of. That's why 1t’s such a shame that the current Republican lead-
ers have forgotten their history.”

He said the Bush administration recently initiated legislation that cuts back on environmental protections.

“The party has been taken over by this kind of hard-edged crowd.”™ DiPeso said. “They believe every-
thing should be left to the market. Years ago the environmental issue was much more bipartisan. For a
long time the environmental movement was a very mainstream, middle-class movement.”

DiPeso said Congress members who refer to themselves as conservatives are actually radicals and that
traditional conservatives try to protect the needs of future generations.

“The Republican Party has kind of dug itself into this hole that in order to be a real Republican you
have to be anti-environmental,” he said. “If the environment is polluted, it's okay. The free market will

save it
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Bush opens parks and wilderness areas for new roads. (1/6)

' The Department of the Interior approves a power plant near Yellowstone. (1/10)



The Republican Party has kind of dug itself into this hole that in order to be a real

Republican you have to be anti-environmental.

Landrith said he believes the free market will save the environment.

“America’s wealth is one of the reasons we have a clean environ-
ment,” he said. “It is not true that a capitalist system is inherently in
conflict with the environment.”

Landrith said he believes capitalism actually encourages envi-
ronmentalism.

“There are those who view the environment as if businesses are
naturally opposed to the environment,” he said. “But a logger would
go out of business if he didn’t replant.”

Americans are solving environmental problems because they have
the money to do it. Because Americans want a clean environment,
they are willing to spend the money, Landrith said.

He called this type of environmentalism free market environ-
mentalism — use of incentives and free market principles to protect
the environment as opposed to regulations.

Landrith said traditional environmentalists use fear tactics to gain
public support. They threaten the population with global warming
and rely on "junk science.”

“If you send a press release out and have a bunch of Ph.D.s sign
it, that’s not science,” he said.

Environmental protection and junk science must be put aside to
allow development and improve the economy, Landrith said.

Washington state House Representative Doug Ericksen, a
Republican, said he agrees.

“Republicans are actually trying to solve the problem rather than
make a political statement,” Ericksen said. "Republicans and some
of your environmental groups just don’t speak the same language.”

Ericksen said that environmentalists get philosophical and want
the world to go back to an earlier time. On the other hand, he said,
Republicans look at the world and try to work with what they have.

The new Bush administration policies are good for the environ-
ment, despite complaints among environmentalists, Ericksen said.
Take for example the Clear Skies Initiative, which amends former

Jim DiPeso

Republicans for Environmental Protection

clean air legislation, allowing businesses to develop without drasti-
cally reducing the pollution they produce.

“On the outside it would appear that you are lowering air quality
standards for businesses,” he said.

But, previously the standards were so high that businesses didn’t
even try to meet them because it would cost too much money,
Ericksen said. Government leaders decided to lower the standards
to a reasonable level to gain more support.

“They looked at the situation and said "How can we have clean air
sooner,  he said. “We in America have the highest environmental
protections in the world.”

Ericksen said the United States’ wealth allows Americans to be
more concerned about the environment.

"Republicans tend to believe that wealth leads to environmental
protection,” he said.

Ericksen said people try to make the issue environmentalists ver-
sus Republicans because they have a political agenda, not an envi-
ronmental agenda.

“These people are often anti-capitalist and anti-American,” he
said. “You can scare people very easily with environmental threats.
They can’t really back up what they say and they scare people.”

DiPeso said, however, that environmentalists’ claims are backed by
large bodies of research by world-renowned scientists. He said the
massive study of global climate change 1s a perfect example of this.

“The scientists who have been studying (global warming) for the
past 10 years are world-class scientists,” he said. “Why would scien-
tists who are concerned about this run around saying, ‘the sky is

falling’ without a practical reason to say so?”
B
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Senior Margo Horner studies general studies at Western. She has previ-
ously been published in Highland Community College’s student newspa-
per, The Western Front, Klipsun and the Seattle Post-Intelligencer.
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The Bush administration agrees to give manatees federal protection. (1/24)




BY KATE KocH

Auec. 30, 19QQ. Ninety-nine percent of registered voters in East Timor voted to determine
their independence from Indonesia — thousands of those voters and their children were killed in
post-vote violence.

East Timor had been a province of Indonesia for 33 years. According to a Los Angeles Times
report, since Indonesia claimed East Timor in 1975 as many as 200,000 Timorese have died as a
result of warfare or starvation. Although the region was under Indonesian rule, it was actually
controlled by Indonesian-military armed militias that roamed the region wielding swords, spears
and machetes.

In 1999, Indonesian President B] Habibie granted the East Timorese the right to vote for their
independence. In the days leading up to the election, East Timor was rocked by violence as pro-
Indonesian militas killed at least 1,000 pro-independence voters and intimidated countless others.
The violence drove as many as 80,000 people from their homes, according to the United Nations.

But the militias couldn’t control the will of the pcnplc. On election (l;l_\'. 79 percent of East
Timorese voted to be an independent nation and the pro-Indonesian militias were outraged. They
stormed though the countryside killing thousands of Timorese and destroying about 85 percent
of the country’s infrastructure. Women were gang-raped and two-thirds of the population fled to
neighboring regions until the U.N. halted the violence.

“The right to vote is arguably one of the most important rights of citizenship in a democratic
country yet a substantial number of U.S. citizens choose not to exercise this right,” according to a
U.S. Census Bureau report on voting and registration in the November 2000 election.

According to statistics gathered from the U.S. National Archives and Records Administration
and the U.S. Census Bureau, about 25 percent of voting-age Americans voted for George W.
Bush, another 25 percent voted for Al Gore and 2 percent voted for either Patrick Buchanan or
Ralph Nader. This means that only 52 percent of voting-age Americans voted and about a quar-

ter of them pickul the leader of our country.
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The Bush administration allows logging in Alaska. (2/13)

Bush cuts funds for renewable energy projects. (2/5)



A look at the raw numbers — 50,456,062 votes for Bush and 50,996,582 votes for Gore — shows
that the two candidates were separated by less than half a million votes.

But, in the United States it’s the Electoral College votes that count. Bush received 271 votes and
Gore got 266.

Critics and commentators have all formed their own conspiracy theories about how Gore could
have won the popular vote and lost the election. Many believe that Governor Jeb Bush had some-
thing to do with the way the vote turned out in Florida. But, the fact is, the average American will
never know what actually happened during the months before the U.S. Supreme Court chose our
president and, I would argue, they don’t really care.

According to the Census Bureau, 21 percent of registered voters who didn’t vote in 2000 said they
were “too busy” on election day. Another 12 percent said they just weren't interested in voting.

Harvard University professor Robert Putnam has written a number of articles and a book —
“Bowling Alone: the collapse and revival of American community” — detailing the decline of
civic engagement in the United States. He reported that many elements of civic engagement in
America appear to be on the decline. Fewer people nationwide attend public meetings, are mem-
bers of community organizations, give to charity and vote today than 30 years ago.

According to Washington state’s voter participation statistics, the percentage of voting-age cit-
izens that actually vote has declined by about 15 percent since 1952.

As a voting citizen, this worries me. If we stay on this same path, fewer and fewer people will
choose the leaders who make decisions in the name of the United States. Some of these decisions
are minor — like what color the dining room should be in the White House — but most of
them are crucial.

Decisions like how our most cherished environmental laws — the Clean Water Act, the Clean
Air Act, the Endangered Species Act — are implemented shouldn’t be left to an individual who
was chosen by a quarter of voting-age citizens. In order to have a robust exchange of ideas in this
country, more people have to speak.

[t is difficult to believe that in a country where, according to a survey conducted by The Polling
Company in 1999, 70 percent of registered voters are concerned about the environment, we have
one of the least environmentally responsible presidents in history.

[t's ime for that 70 percent of concerned voters to get off their rears and chug down to their
polling station once every four years. Heck, if they like it, they can vote in federal races every two
years! And, if they like voting every two years, they should try voting every year.

According to the census, 86 percent of registered voters actually voted in 2000. If 70 percent of
registered voters voted for the most environmentally responsible candidate in 2000, the nation’s
environmental profile would probably be drastically different.

The environment would be an issue on par with homeland security or health care. Perhaps the
director of the Environmental Protection Agency would be a cabinet-level position. Maybe the
Oeser site in Bellingham would receive the full benefit of the Superfund program or kayakers
who use Clearwater Creek wouldn't fear losing the best stretch of whitewater in the county. In
this perfect world, the Freedom of Information Act would be a nearly hassle-free process for all
citizens, the environmental education community wouldn’t beg for more funding and wealthy
corporations wouldn't be able to buy the ability to pollute.

Today, now-independent East Timor has begun to form a stable nation. Aug. 30, 2001, the
nation elected 88 new assembly members to draft the country’s first constitution. Ninety-one per-
cent of registered voters turned out to vote for candidates from 16 parties.

Granted, the East Timorese are still feeding on post-revolutionary fervor but hopefully, next
time a vote comes up more people will remember that being a free nation wasn’t always so easy.

Do your civic duty — vore.

¢
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timeline compied by Cristina Tercero

' source: Natural Resources Detence Council’s Web site
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