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I. STUDENT/INTERN INFORMATION
Name:
Emma Allison
Major:
Environmental Science
Internship Title:
Waste Loop Spring Intern
Period of Internship:
4/4/2022 – 6/3/2022
Avg. Hours per Week:
40

W#:
W01337907
Concentration:

Total Hours Worked:
330

II. HOST INSTITUTION INFORMATION
Institution Name:
Waste Loop
Institution Address:
Leavenworth, Washington
Institution Mission:
Waste Loop is a 501(c)3 nonprofit that has a mission of inspiring and transforming local
waste streams into sustainable new resources in the greater Leavenworth area.
Waste Loop inspires and transforms local waste streams into sustainable resources in the
greater Leavenworth area. We connect with people and businesses to inspire innovative
solutions to local waste and recycle challenges & in-turn motivate action to integrate
solutions into the community. We imagine supportive and thriving communities where the
concept of ‘waste’ no longer exists, and resources are valued throughout their lifecycle.
Supervisor Name and Title:
Amanda Close – Education and Outreach Coordinator
Supervisor Contact Information:
contact@wasteloop.org
(978)578-4568
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III. DESCRIPTION
Provide a brief description of the project or program on which you worked, the objectives of that project or
program, and your role as an intern within that project or program:

As Waste Loop’s spring intern, I worked within this nonprofit to reduce the environmental impact
of the Leavenworth community through waste reduction. Leavenworth is a small local community
with a large tourism economy, thus producing much waste. Through interactions with
businesses, schools, and community members, I helped educate on sustainable practices and
promote creative solutions to environmental issues concerning waste. Along with education and
outreach, I helped conduct waste audits within the Cascade School District to collect baseline
data for landfill waste. This information is being used to convince the school board to invest in
better waste disposal practices, such as compost and recycling. Mixed recycling bins were
introduced into the high school for the first time this spring, and I helped educate students on
proper recycling techniques to reduce contamination. Waste Loop is also working with a new
industrial composter in the area to educate residents on the benefits of composting instead of
sending organic waste to the landfill.

IV. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Provide a list of your specific duties and responsibilities as an intern:

During my internship, my duties and responsibilities varied from day to day. During April, most of
my work was in outreach during events for Earth Day. I spent time prior to the events learning
about local sustainability challenges and the environmental impacts of these challenges. I also
learned about different local solutions to these challenges, and how to support those looking for
solutions. During events, I spoke with community members about their environmental concerns,
educated them on proper waste disposal techniques, and shared resources to reduce their
waste and grow awareness of their environmental impact. In May, I spent more of my time
working with local schools and businesses. I created informational flyers and signs for different
waste reduction purposes and helped spread information about local recycling and composting
programs. I also wrote blog posts to share information with residents about different
sustainability practices and information about local facilities we toured related to waste
management. I also planned and executed an event on mending clothing, speaking about the
environmental impacts of the fast fashion industry and the benefits of mending, and reusing
clothing instead of buying new and replacing items.
V. LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Describe what you learned from your internship and how this experience contributed to your educational
goals:

This internship was a great way to end my undergraduate educational experience. Throughout
my time at Western, sustainability was a major focus. I worked at the A.S. Recycle Center as a
student laborer for two years which gave me a broader look at the waste produced within the
campus community. Paired with my education in environmental science, I became very
interested in waste reduction practices and community infrastructure solving local waste and
environmental issues. Bellingham’s recycling and composting infrastructure especially interested
me, as they were greatly different from what I had experienced growing up. All these factors
inspired me to join Waste Loop for my internship.
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Going into this internship, my educational goals were focused on broadening my understanding
of sustainability problems and practices within the Leavenworth community, as well as sharing
my knowledge of environmental issues and solutions with residents. I met these goals more
deeply than I expected, and I was able to make connections within this community and create
tangible progress over the short period of my time working with this organization. I met with
several organizations and companies involved in the management of the local waste stream and
was able to tour their facilities and learn about their programs. My background in environmental
science helped me greatly in understanding the environmental impacts of these programs,
especially concerning the disposal of organic waste. I had learned a lot about composting in the
Plant and Soil Interactions course I took this past winter and was able to apply that knowledge in
the sharing of resources on the benefits of reducing organic wastes in the landfill.
In sharing my knowledge with locals, I learned more about how to discuss environmental issues
with people who may not have a science background. I learned about the social barriers to
personal sustainability, and I worked with the other employees of Waste Loop to develop
equitable access to sustainable programs. While working within the schools, I learned how to
educate youth on environmental issues and get them involved in sustainable practices.
Overall, I felt that this internship rounded out my education greatly. I was able to apply scientific
concepts and practices to the real world and see how my background in environmental science
has helped me to grow into a more holistic view of social sustainability issues. I am so grateful
for this experience and the wholesome conclusion it provided to a turbulent college experience.
After two years of isolation in my education due to the pandemic, it has been enlightening and
invigorating to apply what I’ve learned within a community.
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APPENDIX I. SUPERVISOR LETTER
Attach a signed letter from your supervisor, on the host institution’s letterhead, stating that you have
completed the internship according to the organization’s expectations and confirming the dates and number
of hours of your internship work.
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APPENDIX II. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
Attach copies of any reports, presentations or other deliverables that you produced during your internship, if
applicable.
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https://www.wasteloop.org/post/waste-loop-visits-our-local-landfill
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https://www.leavenworthecho.com/school-news/volunteers-make-quick-work-waste-loop-audit-alpine-lakeselementary
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