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Spring Internship

WHATCOM MILL ION
TREES PROJECT

Ains ley  Shearer

WHAT I LEARNED AND WORKED ON THIS SPRING VOLUTEERING
FOR A LOCAL NONPROFIT, WHATCOM MILLION TREES PROJECT. 



Compar ing  Coursework  and
Exper ient ia l  Work  

 

Eco log ica l  sy s tems  a re  complex  and  a re  d i rec t ly  impac ted
by  human ac t iv i ty  ju s t  a s  we  a re  by  them.  As  an

env i ronmenta l  s tud ie s  s tudent  i t  i s  ea sy  to  become qu ick ly
wrapped  up  in  c l imate  anx ie ty .  Cour sework  ha s  t aught  me
to  ques t ion  my percept ion  o f  na ture  and  look  to  my loca l

communi ty  for  gu idance .  That  i s  what  I  d id  th i s  pa s t
spr ing .  Thi s  in te rnsh ip  gave  me  the  oppor tun i ty  to  u se

my knowledge  o f  eco log ica l  sy s tems  and  outdoor
educa t ion  to  work  wi th  communi ty  member s  to  bu i ld
loca l  c l imate  re s i l i ence .  I  a l so  got  to  u se  my sk i l l  in

Geograph ic  In format ion  Sys tems  to  d i sp l ay  v i sua l  da ta  fo r
Whatcom Mi l l ion  Tree s  Pro jec t .  



Learn ing  Ob jec t ives

One o f  my l ea rn ing  ob jec t ive s  be fore  I  s t a r t ed  the
in te rnsh ip  was  to  l ea rn  how to  work  wi th  a  map  making

team to  c rea te  v i sua l ly  s tunning  and  comprehens ive  maps
o f  Be l l ingham' s  inva s ive  spec ie s .  Over  the  cour se  o f  the
quar te r  tha t  i s  exac t ly  what  I  d id .  I  have  made  a  s t a t i c

map  o f  d i f f e rent  work  par ty  s i t e s  tha t  Whatcom Mi l l ion
Tree s  Pro jec t  have  and  wi l l  hos t  wi th in  the  Ci ty  o f

Be l l ingham Parks .  A long wi th  a  S tory  Map tha t  p re sent s
and  d i sp l ay s  tha t  map  in  a  more  in te rac t ive  way .  

L ink  to  S tory  Map
 
 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/cbe0c912c2a84b4e81435b95a1285af1


Stat i c  Map  o f  Work  Par ty  S i tes



 My second  l ea rn ing  ob jec t ive  go ing  in to  th i s
in te rnsh ip  was  to  l ea rn  how and  where  to  p l an t  t r ee s
so  I  cou ld  o f f s e t  my ca rbon footpr in t  loca l ly .  With in
the  pa s t  coup le  months ,  I  he lped  Whatcom Mi l l ion
Tree s  Pro jec t ' s  p l an t ing  coord ina tor ,  J im Smi th ,  in  the
t ree  nur se ry .  I  l e a rned  how to  repot  Dougla s  F i r ,  B ig
Lea f  Map le ,  and  Red  Cedar  t ree  s ap l ings .  I  a l so  l ea rned
how J im dec ide s  where  to  p l an t  d i f f e rent  t r ee s  and
how the  loca l  ne ighborhoods  and  communi t i e s  have  a
s ay .  I  he lped  se t  up  the  t ree  s eed l ings  fo r  a  work  par ty
and  l ea rned  tha t  the  loca l  ne ighborhood  tha t  border s
the  park  where  we  were  p l an t ing  expre s sed  how much
th i s  empty  h i l l  meant  to  the i r  communi ty .  Whatcom
Mi l l ion  Tree s  Pro jec t  a sked  them i f  they  wanted  t ree s
p l an ted  on  th i s  h i l l  and  they  re fu sed .  I t  was  the  loca l
s l edd ing  h i l l  and  i f  t r ee s  were  p l an ted  there  then  the
ne ighborhood  k id s  would  have  nowhere  to  s l ed .  I
found  th i s  so  hear twarming .  I t  made  a  connec t ion  for
me back  in  ENVS 303  and  305  when we  l ea rned  how
the  percept ion  o f  na ture  changes  management  o f
pub l i c  outdoor  space s .  Thi s  ne ighborhood  d id  not
want  a  th ick ly  panted  fore s t  because  i t  would  change
the i r  r ec rea t ion  ac t iv i t i e s .  

Learn ing  Ob jec t ives



I  took  th i s  p ic ture  a t  my f i r s t  work  par ty  where  I  a s s i s t ed
J im wi th  the  p l an t ing  demons t ra t ion .  I  a l so  t aught

vo lunteer s  how to  bu i ld  t ree  cages  a round the  newly
p lanted  s ap l ings .  Not  p ic tured  a re  the  l aughs  and  s tor i e s

shared  by  the  vo lunteer s  and  I  a s  i t  d r i zz l ed  on  and  o f f  fo r
the  ent i re  work  par ty .  One  th ing  tha t  s tuck  wi th  me  a f t e r
th i s  f i r s t  work  par ty  was  the  demographic  o f  the  Whatcom

Mi l l ion  Tree s  Pro jec t  vo lunteer s ,  mos t  a re  o lder  in  the i r
mid-s ix t i e s .  So  much o f  my outdoor  educa t ion  exper ience
has  been  wi th  youth  but  s ee ing  the  genera t ion  tha t  came
before  me  s t i l l  f ight ing  for  c l imate  ju s t i ce  f i l l ed  me  wi th

hope .  The i r  ded ica t ion  to  be t te r ing  the i r  loca l  communi ty
i s  in sp i r ing  and  someth ing  I  hope  to  t ake  wi th  me .  

Squalicum Creek Park Planting Work Party 



City of Bellingham Plant Nursery, Repotting Party

I  took  th i s  p ic ture  a t  one  o f  my v i s i t s  to  the  p l an t
nur se ry  where  Whatcom Mi l l ion  Tree s  Pro jec t  keeps

the i r  t r ee  s ap l ings .  Dur ing  th i s  t r ip  J im and  I ,  a long  wi th
two o ther  vo lunteer s ,  r epot ted  a s  many seed l ings  a s  we

cou ld .  Mos t  o f  the  s eed l ings  tha t  d id  not  ge t  p l an ted
dur ing  th i s  pa s t  p l an t ing  sea son  a re  growing out  o f  the i r

pot s  and  need  to  be  p l aced  in  one  or  two pot  s i ze s  up .
Thi s  i s  a  lo t  o f  work  for  ju s t  J im a lone  so  I  have  been

he lp ing  h im wi th  th i s  pa r t  o f  h i s  work  a s  p l an t ing
coord ina tor .  



 

Cornwall Park Ivy Removal 

I  took  th i s  image  a t  one  o f  the  ivy  remova l  work  par t i e s .
Whatcom Mi l l ion  Tree s  i s  ded ica ted  to  pro tec t ing  and

p lant ing  one  mi l l ion  t ree s  in  Whatcom County .  Par t  o f  the
pro tec t ion  i s  done  by  removing  Engl i sh  Ivy  tha t  ha s

wrapped  a round t ree s  th rea ten ing  the i r  hea l th .  The  t ree  in
the  image  above  i s  a  co t tonwood.  The  t runk  o f  th i s  t r ee

was  huge  and  the  ivy  tha t  was  k i l l ing  i t  was  the  th icke s t  I
had  seen  in  a  whi l e .  I  had  to  cu t  and  chop  my way  through
but  f ina l ly  I  had  removed  enough so  the  ivy  wi l l  d i e .  Thi s

was  such  s a t i s fy ing  work .  I  got  to  s ave  a  t r ee  tha t  wi l l
now be  ab le  to  cont inue  i t s  long- l i f e  p rov id ing  shade  and

joy  to  fu ture  Whatcom County  re s ident s .  



 

Conclusion

As  an  env i ronmenta l  s tud ie s  ma jor  wi th  an  emphas i s  in
outdoor  educa t ion  and  eco-soc ia l  ju s t i ce  th i s  in te rnsh ip
spoke  to  my in te re s t  in  educa t ion  and  l ea rn ing  f rom my

loca l  communi ty  about  t ree  hea l th  and  pro tec t ion .  I
l ea rned  so  much about  communi ty  re s i l i ence .  I  got  to

see  f i r s thand  how much power  comes  f rom vo lunteer s  in
Be l l ingham tha t  a re  ded ica ted  to  improv ing  the i r

communi ty .  I  am going  to  cont inue  to  vo lunteer  wi th
Whatcom Mi l l ion  Tree s  Pro jec t  in to  the  nex t  p l an t ing

sea son .  J im and  I  a re  go ing  to  v i s i t  s i t e s  in  the  Fa l l ,  and
he  wi l l  t each  me how he  makes  p l an t ing  p l ans .  J im ' s

goa l  i s  to  rep l i ca te  growth  tha t  he  obse rve s  in  na ture .  I
am exc i t ed  to  cont inue  l ea rn ing  and  he lp ing  to  bu i ld

re s i l i en t  fo re s t s  and  he lp  to  pro tec t  t r ee s  in  my
communi ty .  
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