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paddled down the strait with 
Ruth in the kayak. Suddenly a har
bor seal jumped to our right and 
for a few minutes a school of por
poises surfaced directly ahead. We 
skimmed by in silence, just listen
ing to the sounds of nature. Alone 
amon mountains which loomed majes
tically above and trees thick as 
schools of herring, we contentedly 
dropped out of civilization. Re
prieved for a few hours from our 
jobs at a fish processing plant, 
we had jumped at the chance to ex
plore the romantically enticing 
inlet that surrounded Pelican, a 
town in S.E. Alnska. Awa from 
town, our minds were clear and free, 
and we were allowed to soak in the 
beauty and relax from our arduous 
schedule at the plant. 

The town of Pelican, and Alaska 
in general, offers sanctuary where 
one c n escape the invading neo
techno-rnonsters that have treated 
with contempt most everywhere else. 
It is a home where whales swim in 
the backyard bay, and deer roam 
abundantly along the coast or high 
on a mountain ridge. 

Our afternoon passed quickly, and 
it soon became time to turn the 
kayak around from the river flats 
and head back home to P lican. The 
first view of town jolted my senses 
and again, unfortunate!•, I was 
brought back to the reality of the 
Industrial Age. Pelican, illustrated 
at first glimpse, becomes a sick 
realization of man's greedy impact 
everywhere. And immediately, I con
jured up ugly flashbacks of cities 
full of stench nd filth choking in 
clouds of smog. The scene sent shi
vers down my spine. I thought of 
industrial giants floating atop 
cesspools counting money, whil the 
unfortunate majority sank slowly 
to the bottom. 

I be an to swat uncontrollably 
when I thought about man's ignor
ance, still prevalent today. 1an 
has not changed much from the days 
of Rome and Julius Caesar, who 
showed that extr va ance, imperial
ism, and sloth can be easily a
chieved or the benefit of a few 
twisted minds and followers. One 
only has to notice the raw sewage 
spewing forth daily "nto the bay 
with no thought of its future ·mpli
cations to be reminded of that em
pire in the throes of its own deca
dence. It is a problem overlooked 
and not cared about. Durin low 
tide, scraps of iron, machines, old 

cans, and dead fish rot on the beach, 
emitting foul odors until the tide 
washes them away or covers them up. 

Alaska is the final area in Amer
ica where wilderness surrounds civ
ilization instead of the opposite; 
unfortunately, it is not fully ap
preciated, even by its own resi
dents. Man treats Alaska like he's 
treated the world--with greed, lust 
and belligerency. In Pelican, no 
thought is given to the effects of 
sewage spewing into the sea, only 
thoughts of how much salmon can 
be caught. And then the fishermen 
wonder why the runs are depleting. 

We have come to an age where its 
time to stop and reevaluate what 
progress really is. 

It is time a humanistic approach 
to life be reinserted and basic 
values such as love, understanding 
and respect prevail over greed and 
lust. The paradox of Alaska is es
pecially pertinent today where 
through the electoral proc ·sand 
our own inaction we are quit likely 
to pla e into office a whol cadre 
of environm ntally callous poli
ticians. The support for Reagan is 
exceptionally apalling as he has 
one of the worst environmental phi
losophies of all the major candidates 
across the nation. With the chance 
of Reagan being elected touting 
simplistic gun-slinging answers to 
far-reaching compl x problems, it 
is embcrrassing th t every student 
on ev ry university isn't out pro
moting John Anderson, Barry Common
er or Ed Clark. Hell, if we uni
fied, a la sixties, we would win 
the el ction. 

But no, it's easier to sit around 
and debate with a few friends ov r 
beer, than it would be to walk a 
few blocks ringing door bells. Or, 
why not go to Alaska and escap ·t 
all? Because, it would only buy 
tim before it, too, felt eff cts 
of inept management, encroachin 
roodernization and exploitation on 
a l rger scale. 

We are in that curious interlude 
of the 20th century that Nietzsche 
foretold a century a o: "the tim 
of th reevaluation, the devising 
of new values tor place the osteo
porotic skel tons of the old." 

Whether we want to sweep away 
those old bones or not is something 
each individual must decid. But 
it has emerg d that the ways of the 
old are brittle and frail. It's 
time to blow away the dust and think 
of new "deas, techniques and phi
losophies. It is time that w jump 
in o the swirling p 11-mell pace of 
ociety and make an impact. Our 

future is at stake, not R agan's and 
dozens of other b nt reactionarie 
and politicians. If we want a vi
able, safe and non-violent futur, 
then we mu t m re from the woods 
and the corporate brainchiJd dubbed 
apathy. W must et a course for 
humanity that will be satisfactory 
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banks, we've passed a law which 
developed BIDCO, Business Indus
trial Development Corporation, 
which goes into effect January of 
1981. Simply put, it provides a 
state guarantee behind private 
capital into a loan fund for solar 
businesses. 'This gives us a start 
for the private consumer and the 
small solar entrepreneur. We also 
have a law, not fully tested, that 
says the utilities cannot act in 
an anti-competitive fashion such 
as ronopolies in the solar indus
try. They are prevented from 
forming small subsidiaries of 
thenselves. It's a case of havin~ 
an anti-trust law before a trust 
is formed. We don't have much 
power at the state level to pre
vent the oil companies or larg 
corporations from using their pro
fits to invest in solar and move 
in on small indep ndent operators, 
that is a national problem. But, 
we can protect the solar market 
from utility control and provide 
the consumer and private business 
with the capital they need. 

M.P.: Speaking ot economic policy, 
as founder of the Campaign for 
Economic Democracy is your eco
nomic th ory based on a steady 
state economy and a de-emphasis 
of GNP as them asure of produc
tivity in this country? 

Hyden: Yes. GNP is a ridiculous 
definition of growth. Growth of 
what? lt could b growth of ma
terial output ... of military mad
ness ... all kinds o things. Th 
mind-st today is quating materi 
growth with progr without con
sidering progress in race rela
tions, nvironm nt 1 quality, art 
nd er ftsm nship, nd eduction. 

The hum n condition is what mat
ters and shouldn't su fer as a 
result of mat rial growth. 
--CHUCK BLODGETT--

�~� 
Imagine the sky 
as blue as the turquois 
on the old Navajo' wr t 
her wrinkled brown skin 
weathered as the E rth 
she spr ng from. 
Hair coil d up, 
rich color d skirt. 

Th last of th un 
through the cloud 
like her p"ercing aze 
from oft, pillowy ch ek 

both free to roam 
and gle m 

in the empty lands 
and endl ss flats. 
--M lanie Peck-- 7 
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A.i'DERSON places energy conservation 
at the center of his proposed ener
gy policy, favors a Soc-a-gallon 
tax on gasoline and a tax credit 
program for solar and conservation. 
Strongly supported energy price de
regulation and opposed energy con
servation measures proposed by the 
Carter Administration that did not 
jnclude regulation. Currently fa
vors heavy government support for 
solar, but until 1977 frequently 
voted against solar energy funding. 
Does not favor government grants to 
consumers for conservation. 

COAL 

CARTER worked hard to enact a strong 
stripmining bill, issued strong 
regulations and made good appoint
ments to the Office of Surface Min
ing-:- Improved the government's coal 
leasing program and the enforcement 
qL§afety standards for deep mines. 
But Carter has called for coal pro
duction increases far greater than 
necessary: he favors the construction 
of coal slurry pipelines for trans
portation of coal which require ex
pensive construction projects and 
the use of a great deal of water. 

REAGAN favors relaxing coal leasing 
policies and air pollution standards 
in order to increase coal production. 
Optimistic about the potential of 
reclamation to restore stripmined 
lands. 

ANDERSON generally supported the 
stripmining law and voted to over
ride an earlier veto of such a law 
by Gerald Ford. Favors the Carter 
reforms of coal leasing policy and 
also supports building slurry pipe
lines. Coal is not prominent in 
Anderson's discussion of energy pol
icy; he seems to favor further re
search on coal. 

SYNTHETIC FUELS 

CARTER campaigned in 1976 against 
federal subsidies for synthetic 
fuels. In 1979 he put synthetics 
at the center of his new energy 
policy and called for $88 billion 
in subsidies and a pow~rfulE;e~gy 
Security Corporation. 

REAGAN favors synthetic fuels but 
is strongly opposed to government 
involvement or large subsidies for 
their development. He has opposed 
the massive infusions of federal 
money that Carter advocated in 1979 
and has not supported an Energy 
Security Corporation. 

ANDERSON favors a limited, $10 bil
lion federal program for synthetic 
fuels~ but he feels the direct com-

bustion of coal using new technolo
gies may be more promising. Ex
presses concern about the environ
mental impacts of synthetic fuels 
and opposes Carter's proposed Ener
gy Security Corporation. 

WILDERNESS 

CARTER supported the Endangered 
American Wilderness Act and wilder
ness proposals in the lioundary Wa
ters Canoe Area and opposed propo
sals for legislative prohibitions 
against wilderness. But the admin
istration's recommendations for RARE 
II proposed only 15 million acres 
for wilderness; environmentalists 
hnd sought 26 million. 

REAGAN generally appears hostile to 
the wilderness system saying that 
it has made unavailable 6 billion 
board feet of lumber and thus added 
$1800 to the price of the average 
single-family house. (Six billion 
board feet is half the total yield 
of the national forest system; act
ual figures indicate that the eco
nomic impact of wilderness on hous
ing prices is only a fraction of 
that claimed by Reagan.) 

ANDERSON supported nvironmentalists 
on Boundary Waters but voted against 
wilderness study reas in Mont na. 
Says that administration RARE II 
proposals are inadequate. 

PUBLIC LANDS 

CARTER improved management of pub
lic rangelands by the Bureau of Land 
Management, supported reform of out
dated mining laws, issued a good ex
ecutiv order on off-road vehicles 
and oppos d congr ssional efforts 
to continue overgrazing on public 
lands. Carter oppos s the Sag brush 
Rebellion but favors the MX missile 
system, which would damage public 
lands. 

REAGAN "cheers and supports the 
Sagebrush Rebellion", as does run
ning mate George Bush~favors dis
posing of much of the public land, 
arguing that the federal government 
owns too much. Reagan has said 
little about how the federal gov
ernment should manage public lands. 

ANDERSON supports efforts to reduce 
overgrazing; he opposes the MX mis
sile. 

AIR POLLUTION 

CARTER worked with environmentalists 
to draft a str0~g set of Clean Air 
Act amendments in 1977; implementa
tion of these amendments has been 
inconsistent, as they are imposed 
by powerful administration forces at 
OOE and at the Office of Management 
and Budget. Ozone air-quality stan-

<lards were relaxed, the cleanup of 
western coal-fired power plants de
layed, and auto emission standards 
waived for many vehicles. The Ad
ministration has promised to d~al 
with acid rain but has fnil~d to use 
its present authority and has sup
ported cool conversion legislation 
that would worsen the problem. 

REAGAN tried as governor, to prevent 
California's Air Resources Board 
from taking action to cleanup auto
mobile emissions; he eventually fired 
two board members for refusing to 
follow his orders to weaken the pro
gram. Reagan has claimed that "ap
proximately 80% of our air pollution 
stems from hydrocarbons released by 
vegetation, so let's not go over
board in setting and enforcing tough 
emission standards from man-made 
sources". Reagan favors cutting 
back EPA's powers, snying "w are in 
the hands of environmental extrem
ists." 

ANDERSON consistently voted with 
environmentalists on amendments to 
the Clean Air Act, opposing efforts 
to weaken prot ction for regions 
with clean air and to allow the auto 
industry to allow the auto industry 
to avoid complying with emission 
standards. 
--CIIRIS TIFFA Y--
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With tlP 'IL· tlon s1 clos , w 
thought it would b~ in ormative 
t,1 sampl• \..\ tern tudc-nt' vitws 
on th andidat s. Thr l hundr d 
(JOO) studlnts w r poll d at 
v rlous timLs and ptn p. Th 
results dr as fullows: 

CARTER 
A'DERSON 
REAGA 
COMMONER 
CLARK 
UNDECIDED 

votes 
~ 
67 
29 
17 
6 

111 
300 

CREDITS 

p rcL~nt 
23% 
22% 
10% 

6% 
2% 

37% 
100% 

The Monthly Planet is brought 
to you by the following hard 
working people: 

EDITOR: Mark Gardner 
GRAPHICS, CALLIGRAPHY: Gay Rosell 
LAYOUT: Mark Gardner, Rick Conner, 
Chris Tiffany 
STAFF WRITERS: Jim Lan, Gary Wright, 
Chuck Blodg tt, Chris Tiffany, Rick 
Adams, Melanie Peck. 
TYPIST: Shawn Overstreet 
ADVISOR: John Miles. 

PASS THIS ON TO A FRIEND. 8 


