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Commencement / 1979

Graduates are 'piped’ along.

President Olscamp dispenses certificates.

Joseph Sloan Lyles at Huxley
ceremony.

Tim Monahan at Fairhaven
happenings.

Dr. Mattfeld delivered commencement address.

fVfVU's 80th
commencement
also largest
It was Western’s 80th Commence
ment ceremony and appropriately the
largest in the school’s history, with a
total of 851 degrees being conferred
June 15 in Carver Gym. A record 740
bachelor’s and 111 master’s candidates
participated.
With graduates, faculty, family and
friends jamming the 4,000-seat gym. Dr.
Jacquelyn Anderson Mattfeld, president
of Barnard College in New York City,
delivered the 1979 Commencement
Address.
Mattfeld traced the tradition of the
liberal arts education from the Greek
philosophers through America’s more
than 200 years of higher education. She
told graduates that such an education
has prepared them for adulthood,
responsible citizenships and for partici
pation in an increasingly complex
society.
“Your time spent at this University
has engaged your attention and forced
you to try out various facets of your

Fennimore, Hogan win awards
Dr. Eugene Hogan, assistant pro
fessor of political science, and Dr. Flora
Fennimore, associate professor of edu
cation, were named winners of the
1978-79 Faculty Excellence in Teaching
Awards at Western’s 80th Commence
ment Ceremony June 15.

Hogan

Fennimore

Both Hogan and Fennimore have
taught at Western since 1969. Hogan,
who specializes in the field of American
government and constitutional law, won
the award for faculty teaching in the
College of Arts and Sciences. Fenni
more, who has developed original
programs in children’s and adolescent
literature while at Western’s School of
Education, was chosen among faculty of
the University’s “cluster colleges.”
Recipients of the annual awards are

Melody Coonc
alumni scholar

abilities and interests,” she said. “You
have been given time to test your
abilities and interests,” she said. “You
have been given time to test your range
of talent. You have been forced to face
your weaknesses as well as your
strengths.”
In closing, Mattfeld told the 1979
graduates that it was their time to go
out into the world.
“It is often a troubled world and one
that can use all the help it can get,” she
said.
Following brief remarks by student
speakers Teresa L. Swindlehurst and
Joseph S. Lyles, President Paul J.
Olscamp presented the 1979 Excellence
in Teaching Awards. He also com
mended some of the ideas of President
Theodore Roosevelt and the Greek
philosopher Socrates before procedures
began for awarding degrees.
A reception for graduates, family and
friends was held in “Red Square” after
the traditional Memory Walk ceremony.
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□

Melody Coonc, a June, 1979, gra
duate of LaConner High School, was
awarded the 1979-80 Western Washing
ton University Alumni Association
Board of Directors Scholarship.
The scholarship of $618 covers
tuition and fees for each of the three
quarters of the
academic year.
It is awarded
annually to a
dependent of a
Western
gra
duate on the
basis of aca
demic achievement
and
community
activities.
Coonc
Ms. Coonc is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth
R. Coonc of P.O. Box 329 in LaConner.
While attending LaConner High
School, Ms. Coonc served as student
body president and vice president,
honor society president and captain of
the women’s basketball team. She also
was a finalist in the Miss Washington
Teenager competition.
□

presented with a plaque and a $1,000
check donated by The Western Founda
tion.
Each spring nominations for the
awards are solicited from students,
alumni and faculty. Selection com
mittees for each of the two awards are
composed of an alumnus, two students
and a dean and are charged with making
the final selection from among the
nominees.
Arts and Sciences Dean James Davis,
who headed that committee, said Hogan
received more testimonials for his
teaching capabilities than any other
nominee in his memory.
He was cited for his “personal
concern and interest in students, both
during and after class, his continuing
efforts to seek out knowledge in his
teaching area and his active involvement
in politics.”
Fennimore was cited in testimonials
for her “innovative and exciting presen
tations in the classroom,” for “being at
the forefront of her field” and for her
“non-standard ways of presenting
material using every teaching technique
imaginable.”
“Testimonials from Dr. Fennimore’s
former and present students were
simply scintillating and outstanding,”
said Huxley College Dean J. Richard
Mayer, who headed the “cluster
college” selection committee.
□

Huxley College
scholarships
Two students attending Huxley
College of Environmental Studies
at Western have been awarded
scholarships by the Washington
State Federation of Garden Clubs.
Anne Buzy, an environmental
studies major concentrating in
ecosystems analysis, received a
$750 scholarship.
Ms. Buzy is interested in
freshwater resources and after
graduation next year hopes to
make a career in water quality
monitoring or management.
Gene Myers, studying social
assessment and policy at Huxley,
was awarded a $350 scholarship
by the federation’s Chuckanut
District. He transferred to Hux
ley’s environmental studies pro
gram after two years in the
University of Washington.
After graduation Myers plans
to pursue graduate studies and
then to work as a planner,
researcher
or
environmental
mediator.
D

President Olscamp welcomed the 1979 gathering of the Founders Club.

Founders Club honors class of 1929
Founders Club, Western’s annual
gathering of alumni from 50 years ago
or earlier, had its 1979 gathering on
June 14. The year’s honor class, 1929,
was represented by 23 members, who
came from throughout the Northwest to
attend.
Beginning with two hours of conver
sation in an effort to recapitulate the
preceding 50 years, the overall group of
75 enjoyed a luncheon in the Viking
Commons and were greeted by Univer
sity President Paul J. Olscamp.
Those attending from 1929 included
Evelyn Faller Learman, Stan Learman,
both Seattle; Norman Bright, Seattle;
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Weber, Seattle; Elina
Keltanen Alfred, Bremerton; Sara
(Sally) Knibbs Matson, Sunnyside; Ardis
Slaven Johnson, Bellingham; Frances
Haight Little, Anacortes; Julia Brand,

Ferndale; Bernice Orwig Cochran, Port
land; Palma Solberg Hoover, Centralia;
Katherine Franett Dowzak, Seattle;
Reba Moore Goodale, Canby, Oregon;
Maybelle Graham Nichols, Stanwood;
Helen Stine Atkins, Camano Island;
Elizabeth Gable Blankenship, Eugene,
Oregon; Evelyn Axelson Green, Belling
ham; Mabel McNair Muscutt, Belling
ham; Audren Gwinnett Earley, Belling
ham; Ann Fillinger Robbie, Bremerton;
Garnet Caples Allen, Vancouver, Wash
ington; Luella Jones Johnson, Burien;
Alice Sundquist Osgood, Seattle, and
Frances Passig Orrall, Vashon Island.
The members of the class were
introduced by class vice president, Alice
Sundquist Osgood. As each was called,
they were asked to describe their first
teaching position or other significant
event in that first year after Bellingham

Normal. There were many tales of
one-room schools and $80 per month
salaries.
The last event of the day was a bus
tour of the campus, concluding in back
of Old Main where most took a
nostalgic stroll.
The earliest class represented at the
1979 meeting was 1914. Arta Lawrence,
Bellingham, a long-time alumni activist,
and Ruth McDonald Merriman, Belling
ham, who also regularly attends the
annual luncheon, provided represen
tation.
A very special guest for the class of
’29 was Leona Sundquist, who began
her long and distinguished career at
Western during the time these graduates
were enrolled. Many of the guests
expressed their thanks to her for the
enduring insights she had provided to
them.
n

1929 graduate Norman Bright leans forward to greet a classmate in photo at left Evelyn Axelson Green (right) checks Klipsun photos, recalling faces
from earlier times. Mrs. Green, along with Frances Haight Little and Alice Sundquist Osgood, carried most of the planning chores for the day. In photo
at right, Harriett McDonald Pruitt (left) and Mabel McNair Muscutt join in a popular pastime — studying Klipsuns.
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Upward Bound program in swing here
By JAMES A. SCHWARTZ
Director of Public Information
Summer at Western could be the
start of something big for about 70
teenagers who are expected to par
ticipate in the six-week Upward Bound
program here.
Now in its 14th year at Western, the
federally funded program is designed to
help teens, ages
15 to 17, learn
more
about
their potential
for college or
vocational train
ing.
Derrick
Harrison, newly
named director
of Western’s Up
ward
Bound,
said the summer
segment of the
Harrison
year-long program will attract inner-city
Black youth from Tacoma, mostly
white rural teens from Whatcom and
Skagit counties, and young people from
the Lummi Indian reservation, near
Bellingham. Harrison, 29, who recently
earned a master’s degree in student
personnel administration from Western,
has a special affinity for the problems of
many Upward Bounders.
“My own lifestyle parallels that of
many of the students we get,” he
explained.
A native of Berkeley, Calif., Harrison
was reared by a single parent in the Los
Angeles area, where he fared poorly in
high school.
Judged to have a fourth grade
reading ability and poor writing and
math skills, the all-state football player
quit high school in his junior year and

Upcoming
alumni events
Alumni-Varsity Football Game —
Saturday, September 8. 1 p.m..
Civic Field.
Alumni-Varsity
Cross-Country
Race — Men and Women —
Saturday, September 15, Lake
Padden course. Starting time
forthcoming. Details available
from the Athletic Office, atten
tion Dr. Ralph Vernaccia or
Sally Friedland.
Homecoming — Saturday, Novem
ber 3. Football: 1 p.m.. Civic
Field; fantastic fun, feasting
and frivolity at other times of
the day and evening.
Alumni-Varsity Crew Race —
Saturday,
November
17.
Lutherwood, Lake Samish,
starting time and details to be
announced.
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joined the marines. At 17 he was
shipped to Vietnam, where he spent 13
months as a mail courier—a job that
gave him the time to finish his General
Education Development (GED) require
ments by mail.
Released from military service at 19,
he enrolled at Citrus Community
College at Azusa, Calif., where his
D-minus grades were partly offset by his
skills as an impromptu speaker.
“Somehow I had developed an ear
for words,” Harrison recalled. “I could
speak well but not communicate on
paper. I memorized how others used
words in particular situations.”
A helpful English teacher then
decided to measure Harrison’s intellec
tual potential by verbal, rather than
written tests, and a concerned political
science instructor urged him to expand
his interest in governmental affairs.
“Within a year and a half I had a full
academic scholarship to the University
of Southern California,” Harrison said.
“I had gone from a fourth grader’s
academic ability to competing with
students in USC’s honors program.”
Harrison was graduated Phi Beta
Kappa from USC and last year began
taking graduate courses from the School
of Education at Western, where he also
worked as an intern in the University’s
Office of Student Life.
This summer he and his on-campus
staff of nine will help Upward Bounders
through a program of basic English,
science and math, plus various academic
electives, newly required study hours
and diverse cultural-recreational ac
tivities. The latter program involves
sports and games and visits to campus
departments, local businesses and public
institutions.
In addition to the $136,000 grant
from the U.S. Department of Health,
Education and Welfare under which
Upward Bound operates here, Harrison
will seek $10,000 through a local
fund-raising compaign that will start this
fall.
“We need the funds for audio-visual
equipment and to train qualified consul
tants to work with the students in their
home areas from September through
June. This is the heart and guts of our
program,” he said.
Harrison’s staff of 22 counselors also
helps Upward Bounders obtain financial
aid for tuition to the colleges, univer
sities and vocational schools where they
have been accepted.
But high school students who suc
cessfully compete for the Upward
Bound program get more than a glimpse
of higher education and its oppor
tunities, Harrison emphasized.
“We aren’t trying to teach students
how to survive at Western. We try to
identify the students’ environment and
help them to develop skills that will
help them adjust to the environment
they’re going back to.”
Most importantly, Harrison added,
success in Upward Bound can’t be

measured by numbers.
“Even if 10 percent of our students—
say, seven students this summer—go on
to higher education or vocational
training, we’ll be satisfied,” he said.
“The effect of one success in a family
creates the kind of motivational snow
ball we want.”
□

IfVOIfV awards
Women
of Western have
awarded scholarships to two Wes
tern students for the coming
1979-80 academic year.
Receiving a $250 scholarship is
Kathleen Grinaker, an accounting
major from Burlington.
Consistently on the honor roll
at Skagit Valley and Highline
community colleges, Ms. Grinaker
will transfer to Western this fall.
She and her husband have two
children.
Also receiving a $250 scholar
ship is Cynthia Lee Kaufman, a
psychology and journalism major
at Western. Ms. Kaufman expects
to graduate in June of 1980 and
hopes to write for a daily
newspaper.
Women of Western chose as an
alternate of this year’s awards,
Teresa Kay Seward, a mathema
tics major. She is the daughter of
Harold and Gladyce Seward of
3120 Lindsey Drive in Longview.

□

A reception was held in early June for re
tiring associate professor of education and
philosophy Dr. Halldor C. Karason. After
receiving his degree from Western Washing
ton College of Education in 1948, Karason
began teaching at Western in 1949, while
taking time to receive his M.A. and Ph.D.
from the University of Washington. During
his tenure at Western, Dr. Karason held
posts as director of humanities and director
of general studies as well as serving on many
of the school’s policy making committees.

NADER VISITS — On a swing through Washington State, consumer advocate Ralph Nader stopped offat Western to urge a new wave of student activism
in dealing with the country’s energy problems. Nader (above), speaking to more than 1,000 students in the Performing Arts Center, said U.S. energy
policies are now being dictated by ''giant multi-national firms. ” Stating that the major oil companies are controlling more and more of our lives, Nader
said the Carter administration has bowed to the whims of big business. Nader also reminded his audience that the nuclear power industry is looking at the
Pacific Northwest as "its dumping ground, and the Columbia River as its great cooling system. ” Nader’s appearance at Western helped kick-off the annual
Huxley College Carefest Celebration and was sponsored by Western’s College of Arts and Sciences, Associated Students Program Commission and Huxley
Environmental Reference Bureau.

Indian symposium held at Western
Various interpretations of the Ameri
can legal system from Indian, state and
federal viewpoints were applied to
Indian treaties during a recent sym
posium at Western.
State Attorney General Slade Gorton
told a crowd of about 700 people that
“tribal sovereignty” doesn’t exist but
that “tribal jurisdiction” does.
His remarks came during a three-day
symposium titled “Nations Within
Nations: A Symposium on Tribal
Sovereignty and Jurisdiction,” held at
Western May 19-21.
But Gorton, who represented Wash
ington State in the Boldt decision case
before the U.S. Supreme Court, received
strong opposition during the con
ference, which addressed contemporary
and historical legal issues.
Mel Tonasket, a national and tribal
leader of the Colville Indian tribe in
eastern Washington, and Seattle attor

ney Alvin Ziontz, also a counsel in the
U.S. vs. Washington case, were among
those challenging Gorton’s remarks.
“We don’t seem to use the same
language when the state talks and when
an Indian person talks,” Tonasket said.
Indians have not lost their sovereignty,
but are just learning how to use the
governmental system, he added.
In his remarks, Gorton cited the U.S.
Supreme Court’s Oliphant decision,
which in 1978 held that Indians do not
have criminal jurisdiction over nonIndians on reservations. As a result,
Gorton said, the rights of Indian tribes
as independent nations were diminished.
Ziontz reminded Gorton that federal
courts had said Indians do have
jurisdiction over non-Indians on their
reservations and that it was the U.S.
Supreme Court that overruled that
decision in the Oliphant case.
He said Indian tribes do have

Joseph de la Cruz, tribal chairman of the Quinault Tribe, makes a point that draws the attention of
Washington State Attorney General Slade Gorton during the May symposium on Tribal Sovereignty.

sovereignty, which he said means “the
ability to prevent yourself from being
steamrolled by a dominant power.”
Another of the symposium’s major
speakers, Indian author and attorney

Tonasket

Deloria

Vine Deloria, Jr., said other factors have
played a part in diminishing the rights
of Indians and other minorities.
“In a lot of case laws, it wasn’t the
laws so much [that hurt the Indian],
but the emotions, stereotypes and bias
that white society cast as its legal
documents,” Deloria said.
Other participants included Barbara
Lane, anthropologist and ethnohistorian
from Victoria, B.C.; Joseph de la Cruz,
tribal chairman of the Quinault Tribe;
Jim Thomas from the Lummi Island
School of Aquaculture and Fisheries;
and Dr. Ben Cashman from Seattle
University’s political science depart
ment.
Following
conference
sessions,
speakers and workshops, participants
adjourned to the Lummi Indian Reser
vation for a seafood banquet and
entertainment.
The symposium was sponsored by
Fairhaven College, the Native American
Student Union and the Lummi Indian
Tribe.
Portions of the symposium were
taped by television stations, including
Seattle’s KOMO-TV, which used a
segment in its weekly “P.M. North
west.”
□
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OUTSTANDING GRADUATES — Western*s 1978-79 outstanding graduates pause for a photo after being honored at a pre-commencement breakfast
where each was presented with a certificate of achievement and words of praise by a faculty representative. Parents and friends of the graduates also
attended the annual affair.

‘Possum stew?’Ask a southerner
If there is a Southerner among us,
please come forward.
Frank Raney, geography professor at
Western, is looking for someone know
ing
southern
cooking to tell
him “how to
cook some good
possum.”
Although
short of a recipe
for
“possum
stew,” Raney’s
hobby of obser
ving and study
ing the noctural
Raney
animals for four
years has turned up some interesting
findings.
The opossum is the only living
marsupial (having an external pouch in
which the newly born are fed and
sheltered) native to North America,
Raney explained. Colonists landing in
Virginia in 1607 first found the animal.
Geologists speculate opossums did
not come to North America until about
25 million years ago. Due to the arid
zone, Raney said, the animal could not
have come farther west than Texas on
its own.
“I speculate man might have brought
the opossum over as a food source.
Once they were carried here they were
probably let loose to multiply and
harvested when there was a need for
food,” the scientists noted.
About the size of a domestic cat, the
opossum is gray or brown in color.
From its head, with large ears and a
pointed snout, to its foot-long hairless
tail, the animal measures approximately
32 inches and weighs eight to ten
pounds when fully grown.
The opossum first appeared in
Washington in 1917, according to
6

Raney. As the animals migrated west,
expanding their terrain and setting up
individual food territory, the state’s
population greatly increased. Today, the
number of opossums in Washington is
not known, he said.
Opossums eat anything and depend
on a stable food supply, which limits
their travel a great deal, Raney said.
They do not hibernate, which also
contributes to the animal’s need for a
constant food supply.
“During the winter months the
opossum will go into a quiet retirement,
but it doesn’t hibernate. The body
temperature stays high so it uses up
body fat. The opossum must continue
to eat to get that fat back,” Raney
explained.
“Possum season” begins in March,
with the animal’s reproductive cycle
under way about this time of year. By
July, the babies will be out on their
own. Baby opossums are about the size
of a small navy bean. A litter of 16
could easily fit in an ordinary table
spoon.
Over 950 reports of opossums
sighted, both dead and alive, already
have been recorded in Washington by
Raney this season. He gathers the
information independently as well as
from anyone who gives him a call.
Most opossums meet their fate on
highways. The animals are killed fre
quently on roads because they are so
slow and apparently are dazzled by car
lights. The opossum will look at the
light rather than flee, Raney said.
He is now looking into opossum
death rates. A possibility exists, Raney
said, that males and females have
different reaction times. Females may
be slower and thus killed more fre
quently than males.
Very few opossums are killed in

winter months. The kill drops off in
November and a steep rise in death rate
returns in March.
Because Raney found opossums were
killed in such large numbers, he began
plotting their distribution on maps to
determine the correlations, if any,
between distribution and lifestyle pat
terns.
His research showed opossums are
common throughout the state and
particularly so in cities and dumps.
The population of opossums in cities
is expanding, Raney believes, because
the animals must have a suitable area
which offers life support. The city,
unlike the country, represents new
territory and has better food sources.
The young opossum soon is crowded
out of the nest and migrates to the city.
“Until I know the creature better, I
can’t say the opossums are coming to
the cities out of curiosity. I am up
against the fact that the animals are
nocturnal and that makes them difficult
to study,” he explained.
He said the ideal way to learn more
about the opossum would be to catch
them and tag them. The animals would
be released and later recaptured to
determine their movements.
Opossums being fitted with radio
transmitters also is a possibility. The
transmitters would allow the animals to
be tracked without interfering with
their lifestyles. Such a method, Raney
said, could offer valuable data about life
habits and needs.
Opossums do “play dead.” When
picked up, they go limp and although
they will snarl and hiss at animals and
humans alike, they are not fierce and
will rarely bite.
‘Tt’s just a matter of getting near
them,” Raney said. “They smell like the
dickens.”
□

Alumni
Newsmakers
Ben Edlund
Just when some of Ben Edlund’s
1960 classmates were giving up hope of
ever tracking him down, the Daily
Olympian comes to the rescue. After
spending the past few months in pursuit
of a doctorate degree at the University
of Washington, Edlund pops up as the
new superintendent of schools for the
town of Rochester, effective July 1.
In the interim, Edlund has worked
for several school districts north of
Seattle and more recently served as
superintendent of schools at Cosmopolis
and
assistant
superintendent
at
Washougal.

Janice Whitley
And those who attended Western
with Janice Whitley in 1970-71, or
when she returned for graduate study in
’73, might want to look her up—
especially if they need a lawyer.
Whitley and fellow attorney Beverly
Goetz have set up law practice at the
Kirkwood Commercial Building in Kirk
land, says the Kirkland Courier. Now a
resident of Seattle, Whitley received her
B.A. degree from the University of
Washington, where she also attended
law school. And if that’s not enough to
keep a body busy, she also teaches at
the University of Washington Law
School and at a variety of seminars for
teachers.

Neal Larson
So it can’t be said that we’ve ignored
former Viking athletes, let us point out
that the Long Beach Chinook Observer
dug up Neal Larson (’71) as he returned
to Naselle High School in April to guest
speak at the annual Lions Club sports
recognition dessert.
Captain of Western’s basketball team
in 1971, Larson now is head basketball
coach at Mossyrock High School.
□

Band director
William Cole
dies of cancer
William D. Cole, professor of
music and director of bands at
Western, died July 1 of cancer in
an Everett hospital. He was 59.
Professor Cole came to Western
in 1970. He had been an associate
professor and 'director of bands at
the University of Washington
from 1950 to 1970. He was active
in music nationally and was an
outstanding trumpet player.
He is survived by his wife
Cathy and four children at home
in Marysville.
□

All about
sports
The spring sports season at Western was
highlighted by the men’s crew team retaining
the LaFromboise Cup and Dave Reister
receiving All-American honors.
Baseball: A young Viking squad ended
with a 9-21 record, winning one of three
games at the Evergreen Conference (Evco)
tournament. Ten of those losses were by three
runs or less.
Third baseman Scott Brodhun led the team
in runs scored (20), hits (27), average (.293)
and stolen bases (17), setting a school record
in the latter category.
Two
other
marks also
fell,
pitcheroutfielder Joe Manjarrez drawing 21 walks
and second baseman Monte Walton making 84
assists.
Topping first-year Coach Mark Fenn’s
pitching staff was righthander Randy Eggen,
who led in complete games (5), saves (2),
innings pitched (43-2/3) and earned run
average (2.66).
Bryan Hancock had the best record (3-2)
and Manjarrez the most strikeouts (28).
Shortstop Ted Doyle was named first-team
AU-Evco and Brodhun to the second team.
Brodhun and Eggen were Evco all-tourney
selections.

Men's Crew: Western’s varsity-eight shell
won its third straight LaFromboise Cup race
at the Pacific Northwest Rowing Champion
ships. The trophy, which is symbolic of
Northwest small college rowing supremacy,
has now been a Viking possession in seven of
the last eight years.
Making up that boat were Bob Cartwright,
Brad Ethridge, Walt Gary, stroke John Hoag,
Mike
McArthur,
Mark
Obergottsberger,
Randy Sandberg, Greg Styrk and coxswain
Leanne Livermore.
Also victorious was Coach Fil Leanderson’s
lightweight-eight
craft
which edged two
University of Washington shells to take top
honors.
That boat consisted of Stuart Ashmun,
Ralph Braseth, stroke Darren Borgias, Pat
Downs, Rick Davis, Barry Gall, Mark Ligman,
Bill Rode and coxswain Ruth Dawson.
The Vikings’ junior varsity-eight shell
placed third in the Steward’s Cup run.
All three boats participated in the Western
Sprints at Los Gatos, Calif., with the best
performance coming from the lightweighteight shell which finished third in the finals.
Golf: Western came within four strokes of
going to the national tournament, placing
second in the NAIA District I meet which it
hosted.
Four Vikings earned all-district honors.
That quartet was led by John Von Lossow,
who tied for second with a four over par 147.
Mark Mitrovich and Keith Smith tied for
fourth, while Kurt Indall finished sixth.
Coach Jim Lounsberry’s charges won three
of five regular season tournaments, placing
second in the other two. The victories came at
the Washington State University, University
of Portland and Western invitationals.
It marked the third straight year that the
Vikings had won their own tourney which is
now eight years old.
Men's Tennis: With only two returning
lettermen on the squad. Western was 4-7 in
dual matches and tied for fourth at the NAIA
District I meet.
Picking up the Vikings’ only point at
district was number one Mike Hoefel. He
finished 5-8 in singles play and combined with
number two Greg Noson for a 5-7 mark in
doubles action.
Also playing well for second-year Coach
Bill Maushak was number four Brian Ander
son.

Women's Tennis: The Vikings finished
with a fine 7-4 dual match mark, their best
ledger since 1973, and placed sixth at the
Northwest College Women’s Sports Asso
ciation (NewsA) Division I meet.
Number two Sue Gallacher was second at
the regional meet, winning two of three
matches. She led the team with an overall
record of 10-4 in singles play.
Number four Anne Blomdahl ended up 9-5

Dave Reister: All-American rowing honors.
and number one Kim Nelson 8-6.
Blomdahl and Gallacher combined for a
9-4 mark in the number two doubles. That
record was duplicated by the number three
tandem of Mary Collins and Kim Swain.
Placing fourth for Coach Lynda Goodrich’s
squad at the region get-together was Collins,
who split four matches.
Men’s Track & Field: Javelin thrower Dave
Reister placed second at the NAIA national
meet and earned NAIA All-American recog
nition.
Bothered by a sore elbow all spring, the
left-handed Reister tossed the spear 222-1 for
runnerup honors. He finished fourth at the
nationals in 1977 with a throw of 221-4.
Five Vikings competed in the prestigeous
get-together at Abilene, Texas. They included
Marty Brown, who was seventh in the
marathon in two hours and 36 minutes.
Hammerthrower Martin Rudy, who set a
school record (167-1) in winning that event at
the district meet, placed ninth (159-9) at the
nationals. He also was 11th in the discus.
Paul Kelly finished 12th in the hammer
and Steve Pilcher 13th in the 10,000 meters
(32:27).
Accumulating its highest point total in
Coach
Ralph
Vernacchia’s
six
years at
Western, the Vikings placed third at the
district meet.
Women’s Track & Field: First-year Coach
Tony
Bartlett
put
together
the
largest
women’s cinder contingent in many years and
the result was 12 new school records.
Javelin thrower Bonna Schibret partici
pated at the AIAW national meet at East
Lansing, Mich., but did not make the finals.
She was runnerup at the NCWSA-AIAW
Region IX gathering, tossing the spear a
school record 159-8.
Schibret also broke the Viking standard in
the high jump (5-4) as did Barb Bentley in the
1,500 meters (4:58) and two mile (11:55.5),
Laurie Dominoski in the 200 meters (26.2),
Janet Pearson in the 3,000 meters (10:32.1)
and 10,000 meters (38:24.59).
Five relay marks fells, including the 440
yards (50.3), 400 meter (50.3), mile (4:09.8),
1,600 meter (4:09.1) and two mile 9:45.4).
Another top performer was Donna David
son who had a season best of 15.3 in the
100-meter hurdles and 66.5 in the 400-meter
hurdles.
Women’s Crew: Western made great strides
in this, its second year as a club sport under
Coach Ron Okura.
Both the open-eight and lightweight-eight
shells placed third at the Pacific Coast Rowing
Championships.
The open-eight boat, which competed in
the Western Sprints, was composed of Janice
Begg, stroke Karalee Endersby, Page Henkel,
Karen Jones, Kristi Leaf, Geri Taylor, Kathy
Wainwright, Sharon Welch and coxswain
Allison Buswell.
The Viking squad took dual meet wins
over Seattle Pacific University and Washing
ton State.
[J
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ROLL CALL

’72 DEBORAH RAASINA is employed at
Northwest
Petrochemical
Corporation
in
Anacortes.

’56 PATTY MORTON has been chosen as
outstanding graduate of the year for Centralia
College. She has worked in several foreign
embassies and is presently working for the
State Department in Washington, D.C. . . .
MIKE GALBRAITH is a pharmacist at the
Blaine Pharmacy.

’73 ROXANNE PARK has been chosen
district Young Career Woman for Walla Walla.
She is one of 12 candidates for the state title
of the Washington Business and Professional
Women’s Club Young Career Woman for
1979.
She
is
coordinator
for
women’s
programs and services at Walla Walla Com
munity
College
. . .
Reverend
ROBIN
PETERSON was installed as pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church of College Place in
April.

’65 CLARK DRUMMOND is associate
dean of students at Oberlin College in Ohio.
He is also a member of the Oberlin City
Council.

’74 ROBERT A. MacKAY is a teacher in
the American School in Tokyo . . . JANET
LUTZ-SMITH is a bookkeeper for the Benner
Corporation, General Contractors, in Belling

’67 GERRI BUURMAN is in his eighth
year
of
teaching
economics at
Massey
University, Palmerston North, New Zealand.
He also coaches basketball . . . USAF Captain
GEORGE HARVEY recently participated in
Team Spirit ’79, a joint U.S.-Republic of
Korea military exercise held in Korea. He is
an A-10 aircraft commander at Myrtle Beach
AFB, South Carolina, with a unit of the
Tactical Air Command.

ham.

’30 ELLEN MATTSON GINNETT is a
teachers’ aide at Meridian Middle School.

’68
ELLEN BUURMAN HULSE lives in
Tucson, Arizona. She taught languages at San
Manuel and is now at home with her son and
daughter . . . Mr. and Mrs. WILLIAM (BILL)
FULTON (DERYN SHARP, ’70) are living in
Snohomish where he is a CPA. He has also
been appointed to the board of directors for
the city’s Chamber of Commerce . . . Navy
Lieutenant BRUCE HOELLER has graduated
from the Naval War College with Distinction.

’69 SIGNE
THORSEN
was
recently
appointed director of personnel for the city
of Chula Vista, California.
’71 JANET ROBERTS and Don Johnson
were married last June and are living in
Clarkston where she teaches kindergarten . . .
JULIE HUMBLING is the branch controller
for the San Diego branch of the Xerox
Corporation.

’75 Navy
Lieutenant
(junior
grade)
MICHAEL HEGLAND was promoted to his
present rank while serving with Helicopter
Combat Support Squadron Three, based at
North Island Naval Air Station in San Diego
JOHN McCartney is director
of
community relations at St. Luke’s Hospital in
Bellingham.
’76 DAVE DE PARTEE is employed as a
corporate service courier for Brittania Sports
wear in Seattle . . . SHELLEY DAVIDSON
and Mark Romero were married recently in
Port Angeles where they are living. She is
employed
as an
accountant by
Crown
Zellerbach
. . .
TERANCE MIETHE was
appointed teaching assistant in sociology at
Washington State
University through the
1979 spring semester . . . Barbara Bates and
ROBERT VISSER were married in February
in Bellingham where they are living.
’77 DANIEL E. JENSEN is a programmer
for Southern Calfornia Edison in Rosemead,
California . . . JAYNA CLARK is attending
Biola College and will begin work on her
Master of Arts in marriage, family and child
counseling there in September . . . MARIA
NAKONIECZNY is employed by the Lewis
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ton, Idaho, School District as a special
education teacher . . .
Gayle Lantz and
MARK NILSON were married in Kent and are
living in Renton where they are both teachers
and coaches with the Renton school system
. . . CYNTHIA STOFFEL has completed her
first year in a Ph.D. program in clinical/
community psychology at the University of
South Florida in Tampa.
’78 Diane
Woolery
and
GREGORY
RAMSDELL were married in Tacoma and are
living in Gig Harbor. He is a sales represen
tative for the Fewel-Comer Company in
Seattle
. . .
JENNIFER
RALEY
and
CHARLES CREVELING were married in
April in Seattle and are living in Lacey . . .
SHAUN MARTIN has been commissioned a
second lieutenant in the Air Force upon
graduation from Officer Training School at
Lackland AFB in Texas. She now goes to
Sheppard AFB, Texas, for training and duty
as an accounting and finance officer . . .
Marine
Second Lieutenant STEPHEN P.
HUBBLE
has completed the Amphibian
Vehicle Officer course at the Marine Corps
Base, Camp Pendleton, California. The course
was designed to prepare students for assign
ment as an amphibian vehicle platoon leader.

IN MEMORIAM
’07 ARTIE MAY THRALL GERMAN,
February 14, in Bellingham.
’15 ETHYL LEON HAASE, April 11, in
Cashmere.
’56 ARMIN JAHR, Jr., April 10, in Port
Orchard.
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