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I. STUDENT/INTERN INFORMATION 
Name: Payton Bovee 

 

W#: W01553466 

Major: Environmental Science  

 

Concentration: Freshwater and Terrestrial Ecology  

Internship Title: NSEA Community Program Intern 

 

 

Period of Internship: 9/13/2023 – 6/8/2024 

 

Avg. Hours per Week: 11 Total Hours Worked: 373 

 

 

II. HOST INSTITUTION INFORMATION 

Institution Name: Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association (NSEA) 

 

 

Institution Address: 3057 E Bakerview Rd, Bellingham, WA 98226 

 

 

 

Institution Mission: The Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association educates, inspires, and engages the 

community to act to keep wild salmon here for future generations (NSEA 2024a). 

 

 

Supervisor Name and Title: Avery Garritano, Stewardship Coordinator  

 

 

Supervisor Contact Information: 

 

Email: agarritano@n-sea.org 

Phone: (360)715-0283 
 

 

mailto:agarritano@n-sea.org
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III. DESCRIPTION 
Provide a brief description of the project or program on which you worked, the objectives of that project or program, 

and your role as an intern within that project or program: 

 

The community program internship was designed to support NSEA’s program team by facilitating community and 

student opportunities to engage with salmon and restoration activities throughout Whatcom County. The goal is to 

provide Whatcom County residents with hands-on experience in restoration and the tools/knowledge to act as 

stewards of salmon habitat. This is accomplished through several outreach opportunities including NSEA’s Students 

for Salmon program, community work parties, Salmon Club, and salmon sighting events. As an intern, I was a 

facilitator and educator at all these events. I led Students for Salmon field trips alongside two of my fellow interns 

and taught 4th graders about macroinvertebrates, water quality, and native plants. After lunch, I also led the students 

in a smaller-scale restoration activity in which we removed invasives or planted native trees/shrubs. I was lucky 

enough to work as an educator/leader of salmon club, an after-school program offered at Birchwood Elementary 

aimed at getting students to engage with the outdoors. We would go on daily walks and teach 1st and 2nd graders 

about a broad range of environmental topics, not just about salmon. During community work parties I had several 

roles that ranged from collecting macroinvertebrates to leading a group of volunteers. More often than not I was a 

small group leader in charge of an average of 15 volunteers. As a small group leader, I introduced volunteers to the 

site, led tool safety, planting, and blue tube making demonstrations, provided support, and used that time to talk 

about salmon and riparian restoration. Similarly, during salmon sighting events I taught visitors about salmon, 

opening the floor to conversations about current threats to salmon habitat and restoration projects.   

 

 

IV. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Provide a list of your specific duties and responsibilities as an intern: 

 

- Educated 4th-grade students about salmon and their habitat (including macroinvertebrates, water quality, 

and native plants) during Students for Salmon field trips  

- Collected water quality data that was later entered into EarthEcho, a global database that collects water 

quality data from citizen scientists. Data collected included turbidity, DO levels, water temperature, and 

macroinvertebrates found   
- Led volunteers during community work parties where I was in charge of giving tool safety, planting, and 

blue tube making demonstrations  

- Educated volunteers and community members about threats to salmon and ongoing restoration 

projects/efforts at community work parties and salmon sighting events 

- Taught 1st and 2nd graders about a variety of environmental topics (e.g., salmon, the ocean, invertebrates, 

watersheds) during Salmon Club meetings 

- Worked collaboratively with fellow interns to plan, organize, and successfully carry out events  

- Assisted in miscellaneous tasks (e.g., set up/clean up of events, tool maintenance, flyering for events, 

making new program materials, social media content creation) 
 

V. LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Describe what you learned from your internship and how this experience contributed to your educational goals: 

 

This internship has increased my overall confidence in having conversations about salmon, habitat restoration, and 

the environment. There were several opportunities throughout my time at NSEA to attend Salmon 101 trainings 

where we had speakers come in and teach us about salmon and open the floor to questions. I was also able to learn a 

lot from the Washington Conservation Corps (WCC) crew and restoration technician crew about specific restoration 

projects NSEA was undertaking. Moving into the spring NSEA is doing a lot of culvert removal and bridge building 

to eliminate barriers to migration and spawning while flows are low. Being surrounded by such knowledgeable 

people and being able to connect with these people on a daily basis has broadened my understanding and knowledge 

surrounding threats to salmon and habitat restoration. I was also able to get to know Amy and Anitra and learn more 

about grant writing and what goes into running a non-profit. NSEA has also supported me job-wise by hosting 

resume workshops that I took advantage of. During work parties, salmon sighting events, and Students for Salmon 

field trips, even though I took on more of an educator and facilitator role, I was still able to learn a lot from my peers 

and volunteers that I engaged with. Connecting with such a diverse group of people in terms of age and background 



HUXLEY COLLEGE INTERNSHIP REPORT 

3/9 

has broadened my perspective and general knowledge about the environment. I met a woman named Holly who 

taught me all about macroinvertebrates and lampreys and a man named Don who taught me about storm drains and 

rain gardens. Holly and Don are just a few examples, but without NSEA I wouldn’t have had the opportunity to 

connect with these people and learn as much as I did. My goal academically and personally is always to learn as 

much as possible. Through this internship, I was also able to develop a lot of soft skills such as leadership, 

collaboration, and communication skills that will benefit me in the long run. I also used this internship as an 

opportunity to gain real-world experience and explore potential areas of interest and career avenues. When thinking 

about graduate school and post-grad this experience will not only bolster my resume but will also guide and help me 

decide what I want to do in life.  

 
 

VI. LITERATURE CITED 
Provide reference information for all sources cited in your report: 

Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association (NSEA). 2024. Who We Are: About NSEA. 

https://www.n-sea.org/about-nsea, accessed June 11, 2024.  

 

 

https://www.n-sea.org/about-nsea
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APPENDIX I. SUPERVISOR LETTER 
Attach a signed letter from your supervisor, on the host institution’s letterhead, stating that you have 
completed the internship according to the organization’s expectations and confirming the dates and number 
of hours of your internship work. 
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APPENDIX II. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
Attach copies of any reports, presentations or other deliverables that you produced during your internship, if 
applicable. 
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