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FROM BRA-BURNERS TO BUREAUCRACY: THE EVOLUTION OF
SECOND-WAVE FEMINISM THROUGH NOW NEWSLETTERS

Abstract: The National Organization for Women (NOW) was an influential organization in the 1960s
for furthering the agenda of second-wave feminists. The organization had many strategies for
developing and controlling the national agenda for feminism, one of which was the production and
dissemination of newsletters by local chapters of the group. This research paper analyzes the techniques
used for legitimizing second-wave feminism to women who were unaffiliated with NOW, and the ways in
which these newsletters interpolated new members into the group. The research involved conducting a
textual analysis on a representative archival newsletter from the time period. This paper concludes that
the use of local chapters of the organization and the publishing of local newsletters that contained

information about the national goals of NOW created a streamlined national agenda that was able to
legitimize second-wave feminism to new members.

Methods: The primary method for this research was a qualitative textual analysis of a representative

archival newsletter sample. The sample being used is an issue of the Women's Newsletter published for
the Whatcom County NOW chapter in May 1974. This was shortly before NOW’s bureaucratic
restructure in 1975. At the time of publication, NOW was still mostly reliant on chapter newsletters to
disseminate information, and this 1s evident in the number of contributors and the information included
in the letter. The method for the textual analysis included examining both the content of the included

articles, and the layout of the paper itself. Then, the underlying ideologies were extrapolated and
synthesized into cohesive findings.

Research question: how did NOW’s use of newsletters
legitimize second-wave feminism?

Thesis: Through the use of local chapters that were accessible to women across

the country, and the publishing of a regular newsletter that provided individual
members with a sense of the organization’s ultimate purpose, NOW created a
streamlined national agenda and was able to legitimize second-wave feminism for

new members.
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NOW FORCES FORM

_ To reinforce and promote the posi-
tions NOW has taken on various aspects
of American culture, the following struc

ture has been set up. Task forces have
beern formed at the national 1level to
momnitor current events; to celleet in-
formation from all areas of the countiry;
and to disseminate information and sug-

gestions for action to the 1local chap-
ters.

Instead of sending all the inform-
ation to one pereom, e.g. the presidemt,
literature is sent directly to the chair
person of the specifically responsible
task force., In this way, the pertinent
information is received and immediately
disseminated to the other members of the
T.F. for possible action. The other res-
ponsibility of the chairperson is to re-
port at regular meeting to the full mem-
bership about the material received eand
recommendations made. Ry

The task forces that our members have
expressed interest im and have begun to

« W ‘s Legel Rights - Terry Williems
s X 734-2634
3, Legielation - * Ann K. Brown 733=22617

« Compliance and Enforco:;:“-evz-gﬁ;
5, From Hostility to C:::tg:ktc;;:wlg
l, Diserimination in Educu;:::n '—,-3-4- 012»‘07;
By
» Marriage, Divor, ry Rotin
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from womens lih

MEN ALSO BENEFIT

Men benefit from women's liberation.
How? In what ways? Who says so? Eight
men will discuss these answers at the
Thursday, May 2, National Organization
for yomen meeting from 8:30 to 10300 p.m
at the Y.W.C.A.

Bellingham men from several different
professions --business, medical, dental,
legal, education, and the ministry ..
will elaborate on how each has person-
ally benefited or could benefit from the
women®s liberation movement. These panel
members are Henry Levine, Patrick Ma.
honey, Bob Williams, Art Runestrand,
Leib Alexander, Larry Swift, Paul Wood-
cock and Stan Christensen-Woods.

In addition, a slide show and tape
based on Julius Lester®’s "Being a Boy"

will be presented. He writes, "I tried
but I wasn'’t good at being a boy. Now,
I'm glad, knowing that a man is nothing
but the figment of a penis's imagination

and any man should want to be something
more than that,"

NOW members are urged to bring both
men and women to the meeting. The pro-
gram is open to the public, as are all
monthly programs. Interested people are
cordially invited.

Before the 8:30 program, a NOW busi-.
ness meeting will be held at 7:30 in the
lounge at the Y.W.C.A. The meeting will
be of interest to all current NOW mem-
bers and those who might be interested
in joining. NOW is open to men, women,
girls and boys.

If anyone is interested in being on a
task force contact the person indicated.
The starred mames are chairones of the
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ACTION
Needed on The
ABORTION

1 38 Uk

Gebrielle Burton, in her book I'M
RUNNING AWAY FROM HOME BUT I'M NOT
ALLOWED TO CROSS THE STREET (Know, Ince
1972), examines the inconsistencies in
the anti-sbortion position of the

Churchs

Cat%;;iie ie no doubt that ebortion is
a serious moral matter eince it in-
volves a decision that will_ bear on
another's existence....Cortainly 1nm
conception, one ise dealing with some
form of life, but when does it become
1ife as we recognize 2"

INCONSISTENCY Tt Although the Church
mainteins that the soul is p:osont from
the moment of conception, if a woman
aborts spontaneously, the aborted 1’e‘tute1
is not accorded a burial nor baptize
unless it has progressed to0 & recog~
nizable humenm forme So even the Church
herself seems to make some distinction
as to when &n existence becomes a real

"

IéCONSISTENCY IIs “"Murder is an ugly
word, but the Church has always recogp
nized some acceptable varieties of it.
She has allowed murder in wars, even to
the extent of taking sides ?nd pfovid-
ing chaplaine to bless the 'good so;f
diers before they went out to killj she
has sanctioned it in capital punish-
ment. Here, she doesn't even have the
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The U.S. Supreme Court decision 1n
favor of sbortion superseded old anti=-
abortion laws. However, Senator James
Buckley (R., N.Y.) as well as conserva-
tive "right-to-life" groups, paYe tfled
to place anti-abortion qual%flcat19ns
in a variety of bills including social
gecurity and foreign aid legislatione
The effect of such quelification wogld
be to prohibit use of Federel funds for

onse
abo?ﬁir representatives and senators
need to know that you support the
Supreme Court decision on a’t?ortion a.l?d
oppose any anti-gbortion philosophy in
other 1legislation. Make your letters
objective and unemotional, stressing
following points? 2
;?eThe inalienﬁble right of each indi-
vidual to exercise control over
one's own bodye
2. Forbidding abortions does not stop
sbortions but only creates a black-
market, lawlessness, and increased
involvement in orgenized crimee

. Since the Supreme Court decisiony
medicel complications from early
abortions are nearly non-existents,

. Rich women cen always afford to ob=
tain & relatively safe, non-
traumetic, abortion even if it is
jllegal. Poor women must cerry the
child, attempt aborting themselves,
or resort to back-alley butchers.

. According to NEWSWEEK, Feb. 4, the
national rate of abortions was esti-
mated at 800,000 in 1973--ebout the
ssme number thought obtained ille=
gally in 1972, The decline in the
birth rate is not due to abortions
but to the use of birth control
methods,

Send your letters to:

The Honorable Henry M. Jackson
Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
(Dear Senator Jacksons)
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league to vote
on male members

Apn K. Brown, the fiscael officer for
the Whatcom County NOW, will be going to
Sen Francisco to attend the national

convention of the League of Women Voters,

As a board member of the Bellingham=-
Whatcom County Chapterof the LWV, she
will represent them during the conven-
tion from May 5 to May 10.

Besides the election of new national
officers, the choosing of new programs
and the changing of the by-laws will be
the responsibilities of the delegates.

The local league has recommended the
adoptiom of an energy resources study as
a new program item. They also voted to
support the admission of men as full
members at the 1973 Annual Meeting. This
is the major national by-law change that
has stirred so much interest among their
members across the country this year.

We applaud the local league's efforts
to end sexism.

WOMEN'S TALENT BANK

Want to use your talent to affect
public decieions in Bellingham end
Whatcom County? The WOMEN'S TALENT BANK .
gathers names and resumes of women to.
submit for appointment to civic boards
and commissions which make decisions
affecting every aspect of community
1ife. To date, the TALENT BANK has
gpided in the appointment of 24 women to
community boardse

We would like to extend this service
to as many people as possible. If yom
are interested in serving on any of a
veriety of boards (ranging in interest
from housing and urban planning to men-
tal health or alcoholism) pick up a
questionnaire at the Y.W.C.A.

This sepring, appointments will be
made to the Bellingham Board of Adjust-
ment end the Bellinghem Bi=Centennial
Committee. Anyone interested should

call Pat Hite (734=7949) or SueRogers
(354-4635),
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COpPPER 7 ok

The US Food and Drug Administration
has approved +the copper 7 4intrauterine
contraceptive device for general use;
After 3 years of testing, the copper
will go on the market within several
weeks in Bellingham. Planned Parenthood
and the Lynden Clinic will dietribute
them.

The copper 7 is made of flexible
plastic in the shape of a numeral 7 with
a copper wire wound around part of the
stem, its ends embedded in the plastice

Unlike the copper T and other IUDs,
the copper 7 is extremely flexible, It
can be inserted and removed, therefore,
in a compact form thus lessening paine
Because of its stable shape (a 7 is two
sides of a triangle) fewer rejections
were experienced in test cases,

The failure rate is less than 5%
which mekes it favorably compareble to
pills, if we remember to take them,

events of interest

WOMEN'S FAIRE, June 8, at Fairhaven
Park (tentatively)--a good time and
place to discover the talents ot the
women in this community--ARTS, CRAFTS, t
MUSIC, ENIERTAINMENT, LITERATURE, etc. |
Independent booths will be set up by
various women's groups explaining their\
programs for womene. .
Individual women interested in sel- {
ling end/or displaying their talents |
b
»

and crafts should call Rita Romero, |
733=-0647,

5
Y .W.C.A, TUESDAY FORUM

May 7 VALUES CLARIFICATION,
Sy Schwartz

May 14 VALUES CLARIFICATION, Sect. 2,
Claire Dykman

May 21 Jean Kruse (coordinestor of Drug
Education), BASIC COMMUNICATLON '

May 28 in Kruse plays “"PSYCHOLOGY
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SYRINGTIME WiLL
NEVER BE TUE SAME

By Alexandria Baker

Second-Wave Feminism:
. Publicly perceived as a radical movement
. Strong connection to “bra-burners” and other radical protests
Suffered from lack of diversity and did not acknowledge intersectional perspectives

. Was particularly inaccessible for women of color and impoverished women
. Created tangible change related to:

. Equal pay, affirmative action, Title IX, the glass ceiling, men’s only clubs,
the concept of gender privilege, date rape, Roe v. Wade, and other issues

Historical context:

The National Organization for Women (NOW) was founded in 1966
Aimed to advance the cause of feminism on a national scale

Originally the organization was driven by local chapter agendas

. NOW initially utilized a tandem system of local grassroots chapters and a
national branch of the organization

In the mid-70s NOW underwent a bureaucratic restructure

NOW's restructure consolidated the national agenda, and unified local chapters
. This made it easier to campaign for feminist issues, while somewhat

disengaging the issues various chapters may have cared about

Use of newsletters:

Implemented to communicate which issues were important both locally and nationally
. Highlighted local events and politics for members to be aware of

Second-wave feminism wasn’t oratorical, so newsletters were a good way to interpolate
women into the cause

Newsletters, buttons, and other objects were subtle ways for new members to learn
about the then-radical movement

The newsletters were often published anonymously, so women could maintain a public
distance while still contributing to the movement

Findingsi The newsletter constantly pushes for its readers to

accept 1deals of feminism, from the first page to the layout of the
paper 1tself

Page One

Orients the reader to NOW as an organization

Presents articles related to bureaucratic changes in the structure

. Legitimizes NOW as a national organization with concrete goals in mind

Professional, logical opening makes readers feel confident that NOW is a
mainstream organization, not radical

NOW’s logo 1s secondary to the Women's Newsletter title

. Less intimidating to women who don’t want to be officially affiliated with
a feminist group

Use of the Venus symbol on the first page denotes that it 1s female-centric

. Contrast between professional articles and visual elements help to bring
in readers of all backgrounds

Page Two

Mentions local events for women to participate in
. A talent bank and a women’s fair
. Gives new readers casual ways to be involved in feminist activities
. Further distances the movement from the bra-burners by

offering productive ways women can push for feminism
Also references the League of Women Voters

. Creates a sense of the larger feminist community

Reassures readers that feminism 1s a coordinated network, rather than
sporadic protests

Articles are kept short

. Short articles are easier to visually digest, and allow the newsletter to
cover multiple subjects

Length of the article also denotes its relative importance

Page Three

Longest and most controversial article on the Catholic Church’s stance on
abortions

. The article logically points out the flaws in the church’s doctrine, and
calls for readers to partake in a letter-writing campaign

. Provided women a fairly anonymous way to participate in an
1ssue of national importance

Urged the letters to remain logical and on-topic
The only article to get a page to itself

. Still utilized lots of space to be visually attractive

Because it 1s much longer than the other articles, i1t 1s understood by the
reader that it 1s more important

Page Four

Contained contact information for the group

After asking for increasing levels of participation, the last page gives
women the information they need to become formal members of the group

Contact information is presented only after the reader has been exposed
to increasing levels of feminist doctrine

Included an 1llustration of a flower, with the phrase “Sisterhood 1s
blooming/springtime will never be the same”

Makes the chapter approachable, since it 1s not a streamlined logo
Speak to grassroots activism

The juxtaposition of the flower with the contact information served to

remind women they were joining a local group as well as a national
organization

ting ambiguity of whether life is
;?:iz;t 05 not=-war and capital punish=
ment entail murdering ADULTS--real per=
gons at the height of their develop=-
mental powerse...It gives me no slight
problems to allow killing of grown peo=
ple while giving no quarter for in-
viable fetuses." pe 105-6

The Honorable Warren G. Magnuson
Senate Office Building
W”hington, D.Ce - 20510

hould contact the local Whatcom
to join National Organization for Women s
g.optl. (‘:':‘:p:::hth:o\jngh JoAnne Christensen-Woods, Contact Person, 1333 Raymond Street,
::rl‘lz ham, or Ann K. Brown, Fiscal Person, 1204 W, North Street, Bellingham. Financia °
and on::goc;e support is needed for vwomen's issues. National, local and state dues total

The Honorable Lloyd Meeds $16,00, (Student dues are $8.00.)

House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

This issue of Women's Newsletter published from the efforts of Ann K. Brown, Blythe Mc

Conchie, Chris Hurley, Nancy Woodcock, JoAnne Christensen-Woods, Kathy Spencer, Share
Anderson, Barbara Langeman, and others. Thanks.
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