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VULNERABILITY

An Honors Senior Capstone Project

By Tee Ing

Advised by Dr. Mary Erickson

Western Washington University

Abstract and Statement

It is about trying to compile everything | have learned out of class the last four years by dissecting and
categorizing and recategorizing everything into a new form: zines. Focusing on one digital-physical
medium for six months and with the mindset of archival art, | quickly realized that it is about the process
and the thought behind the selection and reapplication of the old into the new.

It is about growth and progress. In this way, the medium reflects the theme, the form reflects the
meaning. Leaving this chapter of my life with much more than just postmodernist theory and organic
chemistry, | have a new appreciation for the process and connection. This project is dedicated to my
friends and our conversations. In other words, slowing down and thinking about where | am and how far
| have come is immeasurably important.

The reclamation and renewal of the traditional college experience is reflected throughout each zine. My
biggest feelings through each broken up chapter bled through the layering of print. The stars of the show
are screenshots of my note's app, full of unfinished songs, poems, thoughts, and mistakes. In the
background, you will see scans of my personal sketchbooks. Interweaved are pieces of my drawings and
ones left behind by my closest friends. This art is ours. These are pieces of our history, immortalized.

This is VULNERABILITY.



The Zines

Volume 1: Motionless

motionless

and here i lay
on the ground
in fear the rain might stop

Figuring out where you fit into your unfamiliar environment is a goal that | assume most new college
students prioritize. The first spread you will encounter my first weird uber driver experience, and in the
second, a piece of critique from my English 101 professor that | have always read whenever | felt
self-conscious about my work. This is followed by a couple of songs | had forgotten the tune of

immediately after writing them down. Some of the art in the background may be recognizable to a few.
My first year was filled with many firsts, and many emotions that | coped with by writing them down in

various convoluted ways. My first year | learned how to write.

Volume 2: To be an Artist

To be an artist is to take the risk. It is to
take the risk of going unnoticed, or gaining
attention, becoming political. It means to
wander out so far from home that one has
to fight to learn your own identity, again.
"The Moral Responsibility of the Artist” is to
create pieces that are not only for yourself
but for the act of creating in and of itself—
for it to manifest its own objectives—
whether the artist intends for it to happen or
not. What | am exploring is not the legality
of such art, of graffiti, but instead the use of
graffiti as a form of protesting institutions
and in turn oppression. Sometimes not even
the writer themselves know the politics of
aerosol art, tags, or scribes. It is just what
graffiti and graff culture cultivates, art that
is inherently political. Art is inherently
political.

This is a small piece of a larger first year honors project, it was to accompany a video on my relationship
with graffiti that | made for the class and continues to the next page of the zine. These themes are still
relevant to my beliefs. The second page through the rest of this volume are moments where | was

exploring this newfound freedom through poems and songwriting, accompanied by little doodles at the

park. My second year | learned what it means to be an artist.



Volume 3: Untitled

Filling my biggest completed sketchbook with stickers on the front and back covers in 2020, this is when
COVID hit, and things began to get messy. | was losing my sense of self at the same time as losing some
connections | so fervently fought for. | remember creating a drinking game with some friends from high
school for a religious studies Zoom lecture. | remember writing something down in Chinese | cannot read
anymore and writing notes on top of older notes. | was desperately trying to figure out where | fit in all
over again, and | was successful at the end, coming back to the unfinished songs and song ideas in the
notes app. My third year | learned my identity.

Volume 4: Wash my Clothes

wash my clothes in acid

take picturws with my hair covereing my

face

A brief note, “wash my clothes in acid” was a dream that | had and one | absolutely cannot elaborate on,
only because | totally forgot why | wrote this and what it was supposed to be about. | was focused on
writing everything down by the end of 2021 and finishing pieces once the thought started. | had just the
right number of commitments, and a good routine. This zine is full of complete thoughts and memories.
My fourth year | learned about spherical harmonics, and how to be comfortable being uncomfortable.

Volume 5: Grocery
grocergre

(O sriracha

(O melatonin
(O hand soap

O

This one is just full of grocery lists. This is an allegory for remembering. Remembering to get certain
things at Fred Meyer is the same thing in my brain as remembering to write down my dreams or do my
homework. At the same time grocery lists specifically help me to remember my culture. Cooking ethnic
foods that remind me of home is a big part of my day to day now, and | enjoy sharing these with my
friends. Organizing this last zine nonlinearly allows room for growth, and you can see all the ways | tried
to spell grocery.

Now, there is no more room for self-consciousness. Today, | learned VULNERABILITY.
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iber driver: what kind of car you drive? do
you have a car?

me: yeah i drive a honda crv
uber driver: are you chinese? chinese people
like honda. honda strong car. like mercedes

germans are strong too.

me: yes ok
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ar narrative drew me in, big time. The
whole thing drives toward the concluding
lines—so much tension and uncertainty un

sponsor. Along the way, you take careful
control of your language to produce two
different kinds of voice— detail
and in-the-moment, one swift and
explaining the context. You distinguish the
two well, and they help add variety and
clarity to what could be a lot of challenging

ambiguity. As it is, | felt your story really paid
off, and showed us an important moment of
contact between you and a literacy sponsor.
We don’t see the outcome of that
relationship, just the spark of it. That's a
compelling choice. Thanks for sharing this,
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is it samething about the way we walk? oh,
t something about the colors of socks?

for me i'll help you loo
| help you look, hey,
for me

for me
for, me.




Apuaiayul s Wy |paiyjod Ajuasayul st
10U} 1D 'SSIDAINND 84NN 4B pup 1314016
wymisnl s13] "saquas 1o 'sbpy 'Lp |0sosan
J0 sojj0d By} MOUX SBABSWAY) J81IM BU)
usaa Jou mm«ﬁ:_um_r:cm .:D_mwm_‘_n O uin} ul pup ipain noAk LuaIn Ing
jubyodwi 8q 0} JUDM | sBuiyy poob ||p aip 8say)
|D1B3YUI B O} JUDM | . :

suonnyysul Bunsaoud jo wuoy o so HyyoI6
10 @sn ay} ppalsul Ing 1106 Jo 'Up yans jo
AypbBa| ay) jou s Bulojdxa Wb | IDYAA Jou
1o uaddpy 0} }l 10} SPUBIUI ISIID BU} JaYIaym
—saA1198(qo UMO S} 1S8HUDLU 0} } 10}

—}@s¥ Jo pup U] Buipalo Jo 19D 8y} oy Ing
J|951n0A 10} Ajuo Jou 21D DY) sadald 91D

X 1DdD [|D§ NOA YO}OM DUUDM |
1330 yona aAny Aay) aouo 1payleams saka inoA uado

aw aAp3)| ||,AaY) pIDLD W,|
S19A0| UDY) SS3| INq

) SPUSLY UDY} 810W 81,8M
01 S| ,ISIMY 94} Jo A suodsay |DJOW 3YL, UMOp US}Daq Ul

dn Bunjooj ul

9|6oob ul |
1S0| W1 91| [984 1 9 ' / Sa10N >
puajaid ay| |98} |

‘uipbo "Aypuspl umo InoA uwina| 01 Jybiy 0} BUOS D Ul 3
SDU| SUO 1D} SWOY WOLJ ID) 0S N0 JAPUDM )
0] supaw | jjod Bulwoosag ‘uonjuanp

pb 10 'pasnouun 6ulob jo ysu ay) ayp}

0} S1 3| "SI 8y} 83D} 0} S| 1SI1ID UD 8¢ O] X ' : 8L:9

i remember in elementary school i had really
good control over my hands, the teacher
made me cut out laminated things all the [
ced card making and writing names i . | | \ Yok o NI Me 7l <€

cool fonts so when my classmates found ; E(on
. . 4 g ) o 2N
out, they asked me to write their names on ; t A

the tops of their assignments. there were

bubble letters and barcode letters and
messy pointy cursive. obliviously, i comg

ing the attention and then never really
thought much about it until now. connecting
it with what i currently know about graffiti--i
guess that's why i'm so interested. me,
having more privilege to be able to be less
exposed to "vandalism" when i was young,

y that you think
i wrapped you in my arms
and sang you to sleep

oh the sheep that i buy are just so cheap

compared to now, going full circle and the birds that i want are far far out of reach.

recognizing that.
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< Notes <{ Notes

June 20

2020 at 1:55 PM

ER T A

October 2, 2020 at 11:52 AM
religious studies drinking
game

— every time you think of a good point but
don't speak up because it would
interrupt the professor

— someone brings up their specific
religious upbringing
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= every time someone says:
(1) scientific naturalism
(2) historical materialism
(3) post-colonialism
(4) interpretive sociology

506 239§

— every time “religion’ “faith” "belief" is
said

5
3

- someone forgets to unmute when trying
to talk
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look at me with someone

elses face

i see you looking at me with someone else’s
face
but your mannerisms are the same
and how you're always late.
i almost said our inside joke,
, rather
didn't wanna ruin the moment
and make my heart sadder

to learn that

you didn't knov he first place
because you're looking at me with
someone else's face.
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grocelery
beef chow fun

shao xing wine
e pepper

oyster sauce

sesame oil

ginger

bean sprout
wide rice noodle
flank steak?
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grogery
° probolone
° singles del
e oatmilk
e sangria

boot laces?

pomelo

whiskey

helna grogry bag
kimc!
sausage or beef

crunch?

celery

icant co
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