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The Whale Museum’s
Soundwatch Boater Education Program
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What i1s Soundwatch?

Soundwatch Boater Education Program was created by The Whale Museum in 1993. It's
__ mission is to prevent vessel disturbance to killer whales and other marine wildlife in the
;";_ Central Salish Sea.

i_ii-'n
"‘1 The Soundwatch Boater Education Program is a vessel monitoring and public
:ﬂ education outreach program.
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Methods

Soundwatch educates and monitors vessels on the water gathering
data on vessel numbers, -vessel interactions with marine mammals
from May Septerh'ber 10am- 5pm~durmg the whale watch season in
- the Har&StFalt rngon of the‘Sa.hsh'Sea.? :
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Education

materials

The Kayak Education & Leadership Program (K.E.L.P.)
informs kayakers about marine wildlife regulations an
guidelines with the aim to reduce human-powered

gvessel disturbance to all marine wildlife, induding
— Southern Resident orcas, in the San Juan Islands.
== o

gconcems that require special consideration to remain
v |in compliance with federal laws and to reduce the

== overall risks of disturbing marine wildlife.

Human-powered vessels have the unique challenge
of limited maneuverability and a variety of safety

E GUIDELINES FOR KAYAKERS
— WHEN ORCAS ARE PRESENT
The Kayakers' Code of Conduct is a set of San Juan land orca

specific guidelines meant to be used along with regional Be Whale ¥
Wise Ma rine Wildlife guidelines and cument Federal Vessel Laws. e

» Do not launch from shore if you are unable to
maintain 200 yards from the orcas.

- !' Paddle to shore or further offshore to maintain 200
3 yards to the side & 400 yards out of their path. =
» If within 400 yards of orcas, kayakers should paddie
toward shore, secure themselves (ideally in kelp ﬁ
beds), raft up, stop paddling, and wait until the !
orcas are 400 yards away.
» If offshore of orcas & within 400 yards, raft up for
safety in boat traffic (preferably kayakers will always
be inshore of boat traffic).
E' Adjust your plan of action according to the whales'
direction of travel and the state & federal laws.

» Maintain a 100 yard distance from maring mammals.

SolKA  www.whalemuseum.org
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Marine Preserves

Regulation: Closed to all shellfish & bottomfish activities.

{See WDFW Marine Rules 7 for exact locations.) Salmen
Fishing Closure: No salmon fishing within 300 yards of
Yellow & Low Islands to reduce rockfish mortality.

National Wildlife Refuges
Boaters are advised to stay 200 yards away to avoid
disturbing marine mammals & birds.

Bottomfish Recovery Zone
Guideline: No bottomfishing within 1/4 mile of shore to
protect & restore regional fishing.

Voluntary Motor Boat Exclusion Zone
Guideline: Remain 1/4 mile offshore when orcas are
present.

Guideline: 1/2 mile no go zone at Lime Kiln Point Stats
Park when orcas are present.

Sensitive Areas
Areas marked are for seal haul-outs & seabird nesting
sites. Eelgrass beds provide critical habitat for juvenile
fish. Please avoid disturbing sediments & wegetation.

Maring 'ﬂr'lldlft Lavwrs &

Guidefines for Boaters.
s and Viewers
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U3, STRAMDING NETWORK
1-BEE-THT-6114

WS ENTANGLEMENT NETWORK
1BTTTET-0423

CAMADLAN MARINE MAMMAL
Reportiag Hotline
1-B00-465-4338
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Data sheets

Recreational vessel contact data Vessel and Whale behavior data
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Results-entire dataset

Soundwatch commercial vessel data 1998-2015.
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Closer look at Kayaks: Sig trend
since 2012

2012 vs 2015 Commercial Kayak Vessel Counts from San Juan County Park
2015 The Whale Museum
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Total Vessel Incidents
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|. Types used all years |. Types not used all years
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Enforcement

Number of Observed Vessel Incidents per day with
Education or Enforcement on Scene
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Conclusions

1 m From 1998-2015 show slight increases in boats and recent increases in kayaks
e engaglng In whale watching in turn there are increases in some incident types.

- =g
" Long-term increasing trends in incidents are those inshore of whales and in the
path of travelling whales pIacmg boats near SRKWs | >

i Education and enforcement matters! Recommend continuation and expansion of
shore and water-based boater education as well as increased enforcement to

gﬁ accommodate the st|II growmg popularity of W|IdI|fe V|eW|ng
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