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Living with the shoreline:
education for property owners




protecting and restoring the San Juan Islands
and the Salish Sea for people and nature

San Juans
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Illustrations by River Bed Design



Shoreline protection
programs honor a familys
legacy and preserve

the property for
future generations.

Beach spamng forage
fish come in on a high tide
and lay their eggs on sand
and gravel the survival

of these fish is espacially
vulnerable to changes on

the land.

FACT!

Preserve healthy shorelines for now

and the future

you can leave a legacy for your family, fish, and wildlife

Protecting intact habitat is the most
efficient and effective thing you can do
to support the marine environment. A4
conservation easement is a voluntary tool
that can provide permanent protection
and be fully compatible with residential
activities. Easements are legal, recorded
documents that protect key scenic and
natural features while the property
remains in private ownership and use.
In addition. preservation may entitle
property owners to economic benefits.

As 90% of the waterfront tax parcels

in SanJuan County are in private,
residential ownership, voluntary
stewardship is an essential component
of maintaining a healthy community
for people and nature. San Juan County
is fortunate to have two organizations
that work with interested property
owners to permanently protect priority
habitats, species, and processes: the San
Juan Preservation Trust (360.378.2461)
and the San Juan County Land Bank
(360.378.4402).
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Forage fish feed the marine food web

your choices impact this vital link in the food chain

Forage fish are emall schooling fish that
are eaten by larger fish, seabirds, and
marine mammals, They play an essential
role in marine food wehs by transferring
energy from plankton to larger species.
Forage fish are staples in the diets of
Chinook and Coho salmon, lingcod,
Marbled Murrelets, Rhinoceros Aulklets,
and Minle whales.

Forage fish do not spawn just anywhere.
Pacific herring deposit transparent,
adhesive eggs on eelgrass and marine

algae. Surf smelt and Pacific sand lance
incubate their eggs in sand and small
gravel on the upper third of beaches.

Forage fish utilize the same shoreline
areas that humans do, which makes
them vulnerable to modifications such
as bulkheads, docks, roads, and the
removal of vegetation. You can help
forage fish by keeping beaches natural
with overhanging trees, shrubs, and large
driftwood which maintain cool and
moist conditions.

ANODAA Fisheries study in northern Puget Sound found that surf smelt eqg survival was
reduced by 50% in places where the beach habitat was both warmer and drier as a result
of the presence of hard armored bulkheads and the absence of trees and shrubs.






.

x.
> oo "

-8
Y

P -

i










Coastal Squeeze Elevate

Nourishment










——

Special thanks to our funcﬂ's"

The WheelerFamlly Foundatlon LDSH? osmet -_'
The Mountaineers Foundation, T E

Foundatlon and FSJ members

Chris Teren Image



	Living with the shoreline: education for property owners
	

	Living with the shoreline: education for property owners 
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Survey results/ site visits
	Questions?

