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St. George Rainway: Integrating Environmental 
Education into Public Engagement

Presented by: Julie McManus, Planner, City of Vancouver
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Lost creek on 
St. George



I N T E G R AT I N G  E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N  I N T O  
E N G A G E M E N T
ST.  GEORGE RAINWAY:  4  BLOCKS OF GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE





Out of site out 
of mind

Complex to 
Explain

Issues lack 
urgency



Daylight the 
stream!

Cost is no 
object

No Cars! Don’t 
listen to the 

NIMBY’S

Wild, natural 
landscape

I N T E G R AT I N G  E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N  I N T O  E N G A G E M E N T
ADVOCATES VIS ION



It wont be 
maintained

Expensive 
vanity project

Where will I 
park?

Rainwater isn’t 
an issue

I N T E G R AT I N G  E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N  I N T O  E N G A G E M E N T
SKEPTICS CONCERNS

The city has other 
problems to 
address first



G I  E N G A G E M E N T  L E S S O N S  L E A R N E D
INTEGRATING EDUCATION

I N T E G R AT I N G  E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N  I N T O  E N G A G E M E N T
ADAPTIVE AND RESPONSIVE COMMUNICATION



I N T E G R AT I N G E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N  I N T O  E N G A G E M E N T
MARKET BASED APPROACHES



I N T E G R AT I N G E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N  I N T O  E N G A G E M E N T
SENSORIAL WALK



I N T E G R AT I N G E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N  I N T O  E N G A G E M E N T
HEARING FROM DIVERSE VOICES

MEET PEOPLE WHERE THEY ARE AT CONSIDER TECHNOLOGY BARRIERS



I N G E R AT I N G  E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N  I N T O  E N G A G E M E N T
VISUAL STORYTELLING



I N T E G R AT I N G E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N  I N T O  E N G A G E M E N T
MULTIMEDIA STORYTELLING



I N T E G R AT I N G E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N  I N T O  E N G A G E M E N T
YOUTH ENGAGEMENT



I N T E G R AT I N G E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N  I N T O  E N G A G E M E N T
REPORTING BACK

bees need a place 
to live and 

raccoons need 
more respect

All the animals, 
they should all 

have a home and 
you’re helping 

them live!

I’m concerned 
about mosquitos

and wasps

Raccoons, because 
they could knock 

down garbage 
cans



I N T E G R AT I N G E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N  I N T O  E N G A G E M E N T
CITIZEN SCIENCE 



I N T E G R AT I N G E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N  I N T O  E N G A G E M E N T
EXPERENTIAL LEARNING

RAINWAY 
POP-UP DISPLAY

CRAFTING 
SOIL CREATURES

GAMEIFICATION

COMMUNITY 
EXHIBITORS



I N T E G R AT I N G E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N  I N T O  E N G A G E M E N T
CONTINUING THE CONVERSATION

LEARNING
THROUGH ART

LEARNING
THROUGH STEWARDSHIP

LEARNING
THROUGH PLAY



I N T E G R AT I N G E N V I R O N M E N TA L  E D U C AT I O N  I N T O  E N G A G E M E N T
KEY TAKEAWAYS

BE ADAPATIVE AND 
RESPONSIVE 

CHANNEL YOUR 
INNER MARKETER

RECOGNIZE THERE ARE 
MANY WAYS TO LEARN

MAKE YOUR 
STORY RELATABLE

VALUE CREATIVTY 
AND FUN 

SECONDARY AUDEINCES 
BROADEN IMPACT

Want to know more?

Visit shapeyourcity.ca/st-george-
rainway

Or contact me at 
julie.mcmanus@vancouver.ca
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