
Western Washington University Western Washington University 

Western CEDAR Western CEDAR 

Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference 2022 Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference 
(Online) 

Apr 27th, 4:30 PM - 5:00 PM 

A community collaboration striving for a Plastic Free Salish Sea A community collaboration striving for a Plastic Free Salish Sea 

Karin Roemers-Kleven 
San Juan County 

Follow this and additional works at: https://cedar.wwu.edu/ssec 

 Part of the Fresh Water Studies Commons, Marine Biology Commons, Natural Resources and 

Conservation Commons, and the Terrestrial and Aquatic Ecology Commons 

Roemers-Kleven, Karin, "A community collaboration striving for a Plastic Free Salish Sea" (2022). Salish 
Sea Ecosystem Conference. 134. 
https://cedar.wwu.edu/ssec/2022ssec/allsessions/134 

This Event is brought to you for free and open access by the Conferences and Events at Western CEDAR. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference by an authorized administrator of Western 
CEDAR. For more information, please contact westerncedar@wwu.edu. 

https://cedar.wwu.edu/
https://cedar.wwu.edu/ssec
https://cedar.wwu.edu/ssec/2022ssec
https://cedar.wwu.edu/ssec/2022ssec
https://cedar.wwu.edu/ssec?utm_source=cedar.wwu.edu%2Fssec%2F2022ssec%2Fallsessions%2F134&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/189?utm_source=cedar.wwu.edu%2Fssec%2F2022ssec%2Fallsessions%2F134&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1126?utm_source=cedar.wwu.edu%2Fssec%2F2022ssec%2Fallsessions%2F134&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/168?utm_source=cedar.wwu.edu%2Fssec%2F2022ssec%2Fallsessions%2F134&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/168?utm_source=cedar.wwu.edu%2Fssec%2F2022ssec%2Fallsessions%2F134&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/20?utm_source=cedar.wwu.edu%2Fssec%2F2022ssec%2Fallsessions%2F134&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://cedar.wwu.edu/ssec/2022ssec/allsessions/134?utm_source=cedar.wwu.edu%2Fssec%2F2022ssec%2Fallsessions%2F134&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:westerncedar@wwu.edu


Karin Roemers-Kleven1, Katie Fleming2,4

Nikyta Palmisani3, Frances Robertson1,2

Plastic pollution has become a globally recognized problem. Its 
presence is having a devastating effect on marine life as well as 
human health. The impacts of larger marine debris such as 
derelict fishing gear and discarded household items can result in 
deadly entanglements of marine life including mammals, birds, 
sea turtles and fish. More alarming is the proliferation of 
microplastics throughout the world’s oceans, including here in 
the Salish Sea. Plastics of all forms can be found along 
shorelines throughout the Salish Sea, including San Juan County.

Background 

Plastic Free Salish Sea is an example of transboundary citizen led efforts to address the broader challenges of plastic 
consumption and pollution from local perspectives.

Plasticfreesalishsea.org

In 2018, the San Juan County Marine 
Resources Committee joined forces with solid 
waste managers and non-profits throughout 
the county to develop an education and 
awareness building campaign aimed at 
changing citizen behavior and the culture of 
plastics use. This campaign, Plastic Free Salish 
Sea was established with the bold vision to 
eliminate single-use plastics in San Juan 
County.  Check the Plastic Free Salish Website  
by scanning this QR code! 

SeaBin

The SeaBin is like a marine vacuum cleaner that 
moves up and down with the tide, collecting floating 
debris, microplastics, and oil. 

• Contents emptied and checked daily
• Collects floating debris, microplastics 

over 2 mm, and surface oils and fuels.
• Is not harmful to wildlife (fish avoid it, 

and any marine creatures caught are 
unharmed and returned to their habitat 
by careful hands. 

We’re using innovative ocean-cleaning 
technology to collect trash and filter 

pollution, gather data, and raise public 
awareness. 

Beach Stewards
Tool kits & 
Resources

We created toolkits to living plastic 
free in the San Juan Islands. 

Plastic Free Salish Beach Stewards have adopted public and private beaches all 
over San Juan County

Individuals, families, and teams adopt beaches and pledge to clean their 
chosen beach at regular time intervals. They can report their effort and 
what they collect through the Plastic Free Salish Sea website.

We’ve recruited community members as 
beach stewards to help keep San Juan 

County’s shorelines and beaches beautiful. We have created some nifty guides and videos with easily 
accessible steps and resources to reduce plastic usage for 
individuals, community event organizers, and small businesses 
in the San Juan Islands, emphasizing the strength we have in 
the community.

The local Youth Conservation Corps created art from plastics found on the islands’ beaches

1. San Juan County Marine Resources Committee, 2. San Juan County Department of Environmental 
Stewardship, 3. The Remakery, Lopez Island, 4. Friends of the San Juans
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