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Graphic credit: Map of the Salish Sea & 
Surrounding Basin, Stefan Freelan, WWU, 2009
Info sources: 
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents
/2021-07/salish-sea-soc-action-plan-2021-
2024.pdf and  
https://cedar.wwu.edu/salish_pubs/1/ and 
https://www.oecd.org/ocean/topics/ocean-
shipping/

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-07/salish-sea-soc-action-plan-2021-2024.pdf
https://cedar.wwu.edu/salish_pubs/1/
https://www.oecd.org/ocean/topics/ocean-shipping/




Sources: Salish Sea Vessel Traffic Projections 
Nov. 2021 report: https://sanjuans.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/03/Salish_Sea_Vessel_Tr
affic_Projections_11-12-2021.pdf Infographic: 
https://sanjuans.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/11/Salish_Sea_Vessel_Tr
affic_Projections_Inforgraphic_Nov_2021.pdf

+ To Be Determined

+25% increase in 

large, ocean-going 

commercial vessel 

traffic

https://sanjuans.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Salish_Sea_Vessel_Traffic_Projections_11-12-2021.pdf
https://sanjuans.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Salish_Sea_Vessel_Traffic_Projections_Inforgraphic_Nov_2021.pdf


#15 M-5 Coastal Connector, Bellingham Shipping Terminal

Sources: 
https://www.maritime.dot.gov/
newsroom/press-releases/us-
department-transportation-
announces-new-marine-
highway-and-six-marine and 
https://www.whatcomtalk.com/
2020/10/14/port-secures-6-85-
million-federal-grant-in-support-
of-working-waterfront/

M-5 Coastal Connector (California/Oregon/Washington): 

This project designation will support a service transporting goods on 

barges between Bellingham, Washington; Southern Oregon; and San 

Diego, California. This project would provide regional cargo interests with 

additional modal options, reducing truck traffic along Interstate 5.

https://www.maritime.dot.gov/newsroom/press-releases/us-department-transportation-announces-new-marine-highway-and-six-marine
https://www.whatcomtalk.com/2020/10/14/port-secures-6-85-million-federal-grant-in-support-of-working-waterfront/


Source: 
https://www.maritimeprofessional.com/news/port
-everett-earns-marad-short-341648

#16 Everett Terminals

https://www.maritimeprofessional.com/news/port-everett-earns-marad-short-341648


Ensure compliance with U.S. Endangered Species Act 

(ESA) and Canadian Species at Risk Act (SARA)

Source: https://www.pacificports.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/MARAD-Paape-Presentation-August11-2020.pdf

https://www.pacificports.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/MARAD-Paape-Presentation-August11-2020.pdf


Source:  
https://www.belli
nghamherald.com
/news/local/articl
e256827867.html

https://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/article256827867.html


Petrogas LPG Export Facility Permit Application



Photo credit: Bellingham Herald; Sources: https://sanjuans.org/phillips-66/
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/article259433814.html and 
https://www.goskagit.com/news/environment/nonprofit-scores-court-victory-in-bid-
to-protect-southern-resident-orca-whales/article_57c6bea0-cce8-54dd-bc83-
d3b166c526da.html and https://kgmi.com/podcasts/lovel-pratt-phillips-66-and-orcas/

#14 Phillips 66 Ferndale Refinery -

Proposal to Construct New Storage Tanks

https://sanjuans.org/phillips-66/
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/article259433814.html
https://www.goskagit.com/news/environment/nonprofit-scores-court-victory-in-bid-to-protect-southern-resident-orca-whales/article_57c6bea0-cce8-54dd-bc83-d3b166c526da.html
https://kgmi.com/podcasts/lovel-pratt-phillips-66-and-orcas/


Washington State 

Environmental 

Policy Act (SEPA)

Photo credit: NOAA News May 
14 2015. Sources:  
https://www.governor.wa.gov/s
ites/default/files/OrcaTaskForce
_FinalReportandRecommendati
ons_11.07.19.pdf

Southern Resident 

Orca Task Force 

Recommendation 27: 

Determine how permit 

applications in Washington 

State that could increase 

traffic and vessel impacts 

could be required to 

explicitly address potential 

impacts to orcas.

https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/OrcaTaskForce_FinalReportandRecommendations_11.07.19.pdf


Potential Solutions re. Project Permitting

Ensure compliance with federal regulations!

Improve federal regulations’ protection and recovery of 

SRKW:

• Require the federal agencies that oversee shipping to 

apply for permits under the ESA and SARA.  

• Require NOAA Fisheries and Fisheries and Oceans 

Canada & the Parks Canada Agency to develop 

regulations governing ship traffic in the Salish Sea.

Improve Washington State Environmental Policy Act:

• Implement Recommendation 27.

Conduct a transboundary vessel traffic cumulative impact 

study and/or carrying capacity analysis:

• What amount of vessel traffic and associated 

cumulative impacts are ecologically and culturally 

sustainable?
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