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• Salish Sea is one ecosystem

• Solutions are possible – think big

• We all need to plan for a different future

3 Big Themes 



Salish Sea from space
Source: NASA 2021

One Ecosystem



Map by Stefan 
Freelan, WWU, 2009



Map by Dr Aquila Flower, WWU,
2021 – embellishment by Tabitha 
Hellman, directed by Ginny 
Broadhurst



Bow had a limp that turned out to be 
elbow displacia



Sorry I only have jurisdiction on the 
tail and back legs – our monitoring 
system doesn’t indicate any 
problems 

you’ll have to talk to my Canadian 
counterpart to find out what’s 
going on up there. 



Map by Dr Aquila Flower, WWU, 2021



The Fraser River plume
As seen by European Space 
Agency’s Copernicus satellite

Source: European Space Agency 
2021



Orcas in Bellingham Bay 2020











Map by Dr Aquila Flower, WWU,
2021



Salish Sea maps and models are vital tools

Open access, free downloads 
www.wwu/salishsea - mapsMaps by Flower, Freelan and Flower respectively

http://www.wwu/salishsea


Georgia Basin
Action Plan

(Archived)

Fraser River 
Estuary 
Management
Plan

And many, many more….



Source: Kehoe et al. 2020 
Conservation in heavily urbanized biodiverse regions requires urgent management action and attention to governance
Conservation Science and Practice 



Plan for a different future – not business as usual



Environmental 
restoration

Transportation 
planning

Land use planning 

Utilities and 
energy planning



Plan for a different future



Climate impacts are here  - climate 
adaptation and mitigation need to 
be incorporated into everything 
we do

King Tide in Tacoma, WA
Photo: Ryan Dicks via MyCoast



• Acknowledge and advocate for the 
Salish Sea as one ecosystem in 
your work, in your conversations.

• Think big, think across disciplines 
and borders. Push for 
collaboration. 

• Prepare for a different future, be 
solutions oriented and be part of 
the solution.



Salish Sea Institute
@wwusalishsea on FB and Twitter
wwu.edu/Salishsea

Many thanks to Kathryn Sobocinski and Natalie Baloy 
for their work and conversations related to salish sea and 
where we go from here. 

http://www.wwu.edu/salishsea
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