
Working to Represent the People

While I was working as rector of the state university and Minister of Education, 
I also chaired the Mongolian Peace Committee from 1949 to 1959.1 took part in several 
major international peace conferences in Warsaw, Vienna, Helsinki, Stockholm, and 
Moscow, and attended meetings of the delegations of the countries of Asia and the Pa­
cific. On a number of occasions 1 also attended the anti-nuclear meeting in Tokyo and 
conferences of the World Peace Council of which I was a member.

World War II had ended with the loss of several million lives, and four years 
later there was a threat of a new war. Many internationally renowned scientific and cul­
tural figures appealed to the people of the world to unite against the danger of war. At the 
initiative of the International Union of Cultural Personages and the International 
Women’s Union, it was announced that an international peace conference would be con­
vened. These offices made their proposals in February 1949 in an appeal to the people of 
all nations. Those who took an active role included the famous French scholar F. Joliot- 
Curie , the outstanding and well-known Frenchman Eugene Cotton, the senior English 
cleric H. Johnson, and the famous Soviet authors A. Fadeev' and I. Erenburg.^

The people of Mongolia and the other socialist countries played an active role in 
the world-wide struggle for peace. In 1949, a Mongolian delegation headed by Tsedenbal 
took part in the first peace conferences held in Paris and Prague. The wishes and aspira­
tions of the ordinary people and the peace workers of all nations were made abundantly 
clear.

The first conference of Mongolian peace workers was held on September 21-22, 
1949 in Ulaanbaatar, at which Tsedenbal read a report entitled “To Oppose the New 
Warlords and for Perpetual Friendship among Nations,” which was the basis of the Mon­
golian Peace and Friendship Organization. Several important resolutions were made and 
a National Peace Committee, consisting of twenty-one members, was established. I was 
accepted as its chairman.

The Mongolian Peace Committee and its local organizations expressed the 
wishes and aims of the ordinary people and during the first few years of the peace

' Aleksandr Aleksandrovich Fadeev, whose real name was Bulyga, was bom in 1901. He studied briefly at 
Vladivostok Business College and at the Moscow Mining Institute. After participating in numerous activities 
during the civil war, stretching from the Ussuri to Petrograd where, in 1921, he helped cmsh the Kronstadt 
uprising, he spent most of his public life in supervising literary and artistic institutions, as well as visiting 
various countries as a member of peace delegations. He committed suicide on May 13, 1956,
^ ll’ya Grigor’evich Erenburg was bom in 1891. After being expelled from high school for participating in the 
1905-07 revolutionary activities, he went to Paris where he stayed until his return to Russia in 1917. After a 
brief stint with newspapers in Kiev, he was sent back to Western Europe as a Soviet correspondent. When the 
Germans invaded France in 1940, he returned to the USSR where, until his death in 1967, he was engaged in 
various political and propaganda activities.
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movement the leadership of the MPRP organized and carried out a great deal of work to 
implement the resolutions of the international peace organizations.

On October 11, 1950 I read a report at a Mongolian peace conference entitled 
“The Mongolian People’s Opposition to the New Warmongers and the Struggle for 
Peace.” This conference appointed ten people, including myself and S. Udval, to repre­
sent it at the Second International Conference in Warsaw, which was convened on No­
vember 16, 1950.

Warsaw had suffered badly during the war, but renewal work had begun there. 
We were briefly informed about the contemporary situation in Warsaw, and we visited 
the birthplace of the famous Polish composer Chopin, which was nearby. I made a 
speech at the Second World Peace Conference on November 20, 1950. This conference 
delivered its message to the peoples of the world. On my return I reported back to a gath­
ering of workers, and wrote two articles entitled “The Great Assembly of the Peoples of 
the World” and “Victory in the War for Peace,” both of which were published in Unen.

Our delegation was received by Boleslaw Bierut, General Secretary of the 
United Polish Workers’ Party and chairman of the Government Council, in his own resi­
dence. Bierut was extremely interested in the Mongolian climate and in the economy and 
agriculture of Mongolia. When he bid us farewell, he asked us to convey his greetings to 
Marshal Kh. Choibalsan. During the conference, our delegation was received not just by 
Bierut, but also by the commanding general of the Polish armed forces. Marshal of the 
USSR and Poland, K. K. Rokossovskii. During the conference, Frederic Joliot-Curie was 
elected chairman of the World Peace Council. As France had banned peace activities in 
its country, the Mongolian committee sent a telegram to the French prime minister about 
the defense of world peace.

I headed the Mongolian delegation at the Stockholm conference, and wrote an 
article in the press entitled, “The Mongolian People Warmly Support the Decision of the 
Permanent Assembly of the World Friendship Conference.” In this article I described the 
third assembly of the permanent commission of the Conference for World Peace, which 
concluded its work on March 19, 1955 in Stockholm, the capital of Sweden. I also men­
tioned the decision taken to convene a peace conference in the winter of 1950. Stock­
holm is situated on several islands in an area surrounded by water, and its artistically 
constructed buildings [gained it the reputation of being] one of Europe’s most beautiful 
cities.

The Presidium of the MPR Baga Khural issued a statement about the attention 
being paid to the World Peace Committee entitled “Concerning the Total Reduction and 
Prohibition of all Types of Nuclear and Bacteriological Weapons of Mass Destruction.” 
Over 600,000 of our citizens signed a petition in 1950 in response to the appeal made in 
Stockholm by the permanent commission of the World Peace Conference. This petition 
called for a peace treaty between the five great powers. There was active participation by 
workers, herdsmen, scholars, writers, teachers, clerics, and other men, women, and mem­
bers of the public in activities which supported the resolution of the World Peace Council 
and conference.

The people of Mongolia opposed foreign aggression. Voluntary donations of 
money were collected to assist the fraternal Korean and Vietnamese people, to strengthen 
world peace, and for the struggle to end the commotion in the Gulf of Suez and the wars 
in Korea and Vietnam.

In response to the desire for peace of the Mongolian people and the peoples of
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the new popular democracies, the Presidium of the Baga Khural of the MPR passed a law 
on February 27, 1951 entitled “A Law for the Defense of Peace.” According to the first 
article of this law, it was proclaimed that “factions which have supported, verbally or in 
writing, the propaganda process to provoke another war, will be punished with ten- to 
twenty-five-year prison sentences.” We paid much attention to expediting the call for a 
conference in Vienna between the five superpowers, representing the eighty-five member 
nations of the UN. On April 26, 1951, leading figures in our Party and government were 
signatories to this appeal by the World Peace Conference.

The famous Soviet author and member of the World Peace Council ITya Eren- 
burg, the famous Cuban poet Nicolas Gilyen and the famous Chilean poet Pablo Neruda 
stopped by in Ulaanbaatar on September 15, 1951, en route to Beijing. They were re­
ceived by the Mongolian Peace Committee, and discussions were held on the common 
struggle for peace. Afterwards, 1 remember meeting the Soviet author Konstantin Si­
monov who was visiting our country. On March 30, 1952, 1 made a speech at a mass 
demonstration in the capital opposing the use of bacteriological weapons in Korea.

The People’s Republic of China, wanting to strengthen its position on the world 
stage, found that it was important to improve relations with the countries of Asia and the 
Pacific. In order to achieve this aim [the Chinese] strove to organize a meeting with the 
powerful and famous leaders of these nations, and a conference was organized in Beijing 
in October 1952 for the countries of Asia and the Pacific. During this conference, we 
visited famous sights such as the Heavenly Temple, the gates of Tian’anmen Square, the 
gardens on Wang Shu Shan mountain where the Yung Ho-Kung Buddhist temple was 
located, the man-made lakes of Beijing and the [Ming] Tombs on the edge of the city.

The newspapers carried articles with titles such as “Our People Fully Support 
the Convening of a Conference for the Sake of Peace in the Countries of Asia and the 
Pacific” and “In Mongolia Prior to the Conference for the Peace Workers of the Coun­
tries of Asia and the Pacific.” On September 30, the host committee held a meeting in 
Beijing about this peace conference. It was attended by the leaders of the delegations of 
twenty-nine Asian and Pacific countries and representatives from organizations such as 
the World Peace Council. The host committee decided unanimously to convene the con­
ference on October 2, 1952.

1 arrived in Beijing on September 20, 1952, leading the Mongolian delegation as 
chairman of the Mongolian National Peace Committee. The delegation included M. 
Diigersiiren, the author Ch. Lodoidamba, the physician Dulamjav and others. The Chi­
nese side included the chairman of the Beijing Party committee Peng Zhen,^ the deputy 
chairman of the permanent government commission the scholar Guo Moruo,'* and the

Peng Zhen was bom in 1899 in Shanxi and became one of the earliest members of the Chinese Communist 
Party. Until 1949, he was mainly engaged in underground and base area work in North China. He joined the 
party’s Politburo in 1951 and until the “cultural revolution” remained a key figure among China’s leadership. 
Like Liu Shaoqi, he became an early victim of Mao’s purge, was later rehabilitated, and in the ‘80s came out 
against expansion of Deng Xiaoping’s reforms. He died in April 1997.
4 A native of Sichuan, Guo Moruo (1892-1978) graduated with a degree in archeology from Tokyo University 
in 1920. For the next seven years, he worked in various capacities for the alliance between the Guomindang 
and the Communists. When the alliance broke down in 1927, he fled to Japan where he stayed for ten years. 
He spent the war years in China’s wartime capital of Chongqing. He Joined the Communists shortly before 
their conquest of China in 1949 and until his death served in and dominated many cultural organizations.
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Chinese political figure Song Qingling, Sun Yat-Sen’s widow.^ The Soviet delegation 
was headed by the author B. Kozhevnikov. Each time Peng Zhen met with the leaders of 
the delegations of the socialist countries he said that the Chinese Communist Party Cen­
tral Committee was now directing the activities of the conference.

When the conference was convened on October 3, 1952,1 was elected one of its 
six leaders and was appointed deputy chairman of the commission in charge of the Ko­
rean problem. We played an active role in preparing the documents of the conference and 
in the activities of the commission. As delegation members, we decided among ourselves 
which subjects would be included in the speeches which represented our own people, and 
supported the statements put out by the conference. During the reports there were dis­
cussions on the questions involving Japan and Korea, cultural relations, the development 
of economic relations, the question of national sovereignty, the protection of the rights of 
women and children, the peace treaty between the five superpowers, the ratification and 
proclamation of the resolutions made by the conference, and the movement for peace in 
the Near and Middle East.

The main speech at the conference was given by Guo Moruo. We met with the 
internationally renowned S. Kitchlu of India, who had been awarded the Lenin World 
Peace Prize. He mentioned in his speech in Beijing that Mongolia had retained its ancient 
Indian traditions and culture and it would be expedient to develop this connection fur­
ther.

As the conference was drawing to an end, B. Jargalsaikhan, our ambassador in 
Beijing, came to the Beijing Hotel where I was staying and told me that following an 
invitation by the Chinese government, our government delegation would soon be arriving 
in Beijing. Prime Minister Tsedenbal would be heading the delegation, which included 
Foreign Minister N. LkhamsUren and myself as Minister of Education, and Ambassador 
Jargalsaikhan. I was told that, therefore, I should not return home, but instead wait for the 
arrival of the delegation. The delegation arrived in Beijing on September 28, 1952, and 
Ambassador Jargalsaikhan and I went to meet them at the airport.

The Chinese officials meeting our delegation included Liu Shaoqi,* Zhu De,’ 
Zhou Enlai and other Party and government leaders. Among them was my old fi-iend, 
president of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, the scholar and author Guo Moruo. He

including the Academy of Sciences. Among the most faithful of the Maoists, he was one of the few leading 
figures who were not purged by Mao.

Song Qingling (1893-1981) was one of four children of the influential Song family of Shanghai, all of whom 
became politically prominent. After 1927, however, while her brother and her two sisters became closely 
allied with Jiang Jieshi (Chiang Kai-shek), who married her sister Meiling, she sided with the Communists and 
stayed on in China after 1949.

Bom in Hunan in 1898, Liu briefly visited the Soviet Union in 1921. Upon returning to China that same 
year, he organized underground labor unions. During the second world war, he was chiefly responsible for 
creating and coordinating Communist base areas behind Japanese lines, and by the end of the war, Liu was 
second only to Mao Zedong in party standing. In addition to holding many high positions in the party, he 
became China’s president in April 1959. He became Mao’s chief victim during the “cultural revolution” and 
died in prison in 1969.

Zhu De (1886-1976) started his adult life as an officer in one of the many warlord armies in the 1910s. After 
joining the Chinese Communist Party in 1922, he worked in a variety of military positions in the new 
Guomindang army. When the alliance between China’s two main parties broke in 1927, he helped Mao Ze­
dong establish a base area where he rose to become the chief military officer. From then until his death, he 
remained at the top of Communist China’s armed forces.
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introduced me to Zhou Enlai, explaining to him that I was a member of the Mongolian 
delegation and Minister of Education, rector of the state university, and chairman of the 
Mongolian Peace Committee.

Zhou Enlai was a tall, well-built figure, wearing a blue shirt and blue trousers. 
He had wide black eyebrows and white, un-Chinese teeth. He made very rapid move­
ments. On being introduced to me, he said that two students from China were studying at 
our university and, as this was insufficient, asked me if it would be possible for more 
students to study there. “That’s possible,” I replied. Guo Moruo and 1 had met in Mos­
cow in 1946 at the 220th anniversary of the Soviet Academy of Sciences, and after that 
we always used to meet at international peace conferences. While I was in Beijing he 
twice invited me to his home where we had some close discussions.

Meanwhile, we could hear the hum of aircraft engines not far away, and before 
long the Soviet Ilyushin-14 touched down. The delegation was cordially greeted accord­
ing to official protocol and accommodated in a special residence. Zhou Enlai, Liu 
Shaoqi, and Mao Zedong met the delegates in order. The delegates were all present at a 
reception on October 4, 1952 in honor of Mao Zedong, chairman of the Chinese central 
government, and Prime Minister Tsedenbal of Mongolia. Mao walked in a slow, gentle 
manner and used to look up only to speak a word or two at a time. He liked to use hu­
morous phrases based on old Chinese proverbs.

During the discussions, I had thought that a treaty could be established for the 
mutual recognition of the sovereign independence of the two countries and in the field of 
friendship and cooperation. However, in accordance with Mao’s wishes, discussions 
were conducted on economic and cultural cooperation between the two countries. This 
led to an agreement on economic, cultural and educational cooperation which was signed 
by Prime Ministers Zhou Enlai and Tsedenbal in Beijing on October 4, 1952. Clear 
agreements were also made between the respective official bodies concerned with agri­
culture, trade, culture, and education. It was mentioned that the agreements would remain 
valid for ten years.

On October 17, 1952, the Mongolian delegation returned home from Beijing. 
On my arrival 1 wrote an article entitled “The Conference for Peace Workers of the Na­
tions of Asia and the Pacific.” On June 7, 1955, a Mongolian national Baga Khural was 
held on the question of preserving peace. I read a report there entitled “The Struggle for 
the Sake of Peace for all Peoples and the International Situation.” It was also confirmed 
that the Peace Assembly to be held in Helsinki “would be attended by the Mongolian 
representatives B. Shirendev and Ts. DamdinsUren.”

As chairman of the Mongolian Peace Committee, I led the delegation which 
took part in the conference for the Peoples’ Defense of Peace which was held in Vienna 
on December 12, 1952. Vienna was located in the Danube Alps. The lives and achieve­
ments of the famous composers W. Mozart and L. Beethoven were commemorated in 
many places in that city. Later, when I visited Vienna again I toured famous places such 
as the Vienna Woods, where the outstanding musician Johann Strauss used to live. He 
was buried in a forest on the edge of the city.

I made a speech at this conference on December 17, 1952 in which I spoke 
about the urgent need to stop the bloodshed in the wars continuing in Korea, Vietnam, 
and Malaya. It was even more important to conclude a peace treaty between the nations 
of America, France, the Soviet Union and China, which was one of the fundamental 
subjects under discussion. I assisted Professor F. Joliot-Curie and Mr. Farge with their






















