
Source^ T^no Shojiro,
"Shindai no Hoyokan omeguru busahi ryutsu nitsuyite- Kenryu nenkan o chuahin ni," in 
Wada Hirorori Kyoju KokikinMn Minahinjidai no ho to ahakai (Tbkyo: Ks^ko Shoin, 1993). p.494

138



139



140



Map 5- Zhejiang Province
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Table 1.2
A Comparison of the Rice Prices in Suzhou and Beijing

Year Suzhou Beijing (old rice)

1729 1.20 taels/s/iz 1.03 taels/5/2/
1730 1.20 taels/.s/2/ 1.20 taels/5/2/
1743 1.60 taels/5/2/ 1.37 taels/5/2/
1751 1.93 taels/5/22 1.65 taels/5/2/
1761 1.82 taels/5/22 1.68 taels/5/2/

Sources:
The price data in Suzhou is for second-grade rice and 

is cited from Yeh-chien Wang, “Secular trends of rice 
prices in the Yangzi delta, 1638-1935,” Table 1.1.

The price data of the "old rice" in Beijing was 
recorded in the following government documents:
1. Caoyun quanshu (1736), p. 528 and 540-1.
2. Gongzhong liangjiadan, Zhili province, microfilm, reel 
no. 1.
3. Zhupi zouzhe, microfilm, reel no. 55, pp. 1672-5; reel no. 
56, pp. 2415-20.
4. Lufu zouzhe, microfilm, reel no. 50, p.l926.
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Table 2.1
Schedule of Grain Tribute Transport

Origin of grain 
tribute boats

Deadline to leave 
waterside depot 
(end of the...)

Deadline to cross 
the Huai river 
(end of the...)

Deadline to 
reach Tongzhou 
before the...)

Shandong lunar month lunar month

Henan 1®’ lunar month lunar month

Jiangbei* 12“^ lunar month 4“*’ lunar month

Jiangnan** lunar month 5* lunar month

Zhejiang 2"“* lunar month 6* lunar month

Jiangxi 2"** lunar month b**" limar month

Huguang 2"“* lunar month 6* lunar month

Source: Caoyun quanshu (1736), p. 262.

Notes:
As seen in the Caoyun quanshu, there was no regulation concerning the 
departure time of Yangzi grain boats from their irrespective waterside 
depots, but a regulation stipulated that the tranfer of grain tribute from 
magistrates to bannermen had to be completed within the twelfth lunar 
month; and another regulation required the bannermen to depart the 
waterside depots immediately after they had collected all their grain 
tribute. See Caoyun quanshu (1736), p. 256.

* “Jiangbei” refers to the regions of the Jiangsu and Anhui provinces 
located in the north of the Yangzi river.

** “Jiangnan” refers to the regions of the Jiangsu and Anhui provinces 
located in the south of the Yangzi river.
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Table 2.2
Grain Tribute Sold for Price Stabilization in the Capital

Year Amount (shi)
1737 10,000
1758 50,000
1759 50,000
1762 50,000
1771 50,000
1775 80,000
1778 35,000
1787 66,000
1788 34,000
1790 30,000
1792 50,000

Sources: Caoyun quanshu (1736), pp. 545 and 548; Zhupi 
zouzhe, microfilm, reel no. 54, pp. 1520-2; Gaozong shilu: 
40/3a-4a; Ming-Qing dang’an: A199-77; Qinding hubu 
Caoyun quanshu {\166),juan 65.
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Table 2.3
Tribute Grain Retained in or 

Diverted to Provinces (By Year)

Year Amount of 
Grain (shi)

Retained in or
Diverted to (Province)

1708 230,000 Jiangsu (100,000)
Zhejiang (80,000)

Anhui (50,000)
1710 300,000 Fujian (300.000)
1719 430,000 Jiangsu (330,000)

Anhui (100,000)
1723 200,000 Shandong (200,000)
1725 300,000 Zhili (300,000)
1726 125,000 Fujian (100,000)

Zhili (25,000)
1728 100,000 Fujian (100,000)
1731 1,350,000 Zhili (400,000)

Henan (400,000)
Shandong (400,000)
Jiangsu (150,000)

1733 900,000 Jiangsu (700,000)
Zhejiang (100,000)
Shandong (100,000)

1734 300,000 Jiangsu (200,000)
Shandong (100,000)

1737 300,000 Zhili (300,000)
1739 200,000 Jiangsu (200,000)
1742 1,582,000 Jiangsu (860,000)

Anhui (582,000)*
Shandong (140,000)

1743 1,680,000 Zhili (500,000)
Shandong (280,000)

Fujian (200,000)
Jiangsu (100,000)
Anhui (100,000)

Zhejiang (100,000)
Jiangxi (100,000)
Hubei (100,000)

Guangdong (100,000)
Hunan (60,000)

Guangxi (40,000)
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1745 150,000 Jiangsu (100,000)
Anhui (50,000)

1751 300,000 Zhejiang (300,000)
1753 200,000 Zhili (200,000)
1755 300,000 Jiangsu (300,000)
1756 150,000 Jiangsu (100,000)

Zhejiang (50,000)
1757 450,000 Henan (250,000)

Jiangsu (150,000)
Anhui (50,000)

1759 800,000 Zhili (800.000)
1761 875,000 Zhili (400,000)

Shandong (100,000)
Henan (175,000)**
Jiangsu (100,000)

Zhejiang (100,000)
1762 500,000 Zhili (500,000)
1763 150,000 Zhili (150,000)
1764 200,000 Jiangsu (100,000)

Zhejiang (100,000)
1778 250,000 Shandong (150,000)

Henan (100,000)
1782 90,000 Zhili (90,000)
1784 200,000 Jiangsu (100,000)

Zhejiang (100,000)
1790 320,000 Shandong (320,000)
1792 700,000 Zhili (300,000)

Henan (200,000)
Shandong (200,000)

1798 804,000 Shandong (677,000)
Henan (127,000)

1800 60,000 Jiangsu (40,000)
Hubei (20,000)

Sources: The data is taken from Yang Xifu, Caoyun zeli 
zuan,\l-^\ QindingHubu caoyun quanshu {\166),juan 69- 
70, and scattered figures recorded in the following edicts 
and memorials: GZD-YZ: vol. 7, p. 60 (YZ 4.12.4), vol. 11, 
p. 690 (YZ 6.11.5), vol. 18, p. 4 (YZ 9.4.9), vol. 21, p. 126 
(YZ 11.2.13), vol.22, p. 168 (YZ 11.9.28); Lufu zouzhe,
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microfilm, reel no 3, pp. 34-8 (YZ 12); GZD-QL; vol. 1, p. 
661 (QL 16.9.14).

Note:
* In 1742, the Qianlong emperor ordered Anhui 
government to retain all of its tribute grain tax for famine 
relief (See Yang Xifu, Caoyun zeli zuan, 18/67b-68a.) 
According to Tavle 2.1, the annual quota of grain tribute 
tax levied in Anhui was 582,000 shi.

** In 1761, Henan was allowed to retain all of its grain 
tribute tax in local province. (See Yang Xifu, Caoyun zeli 
zMflw, 18/67b-68a.) As also seen in Table 2.1, the annual 
quota of grain tribute tax levied in Henan was 175,000 shi.
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Table 2.4
Tribute Grain Retained in or 

Diverted to Provinces in the Eighteenth Century 
(By Province)

Province Amount of Grain (shi)
Zhili 3,965,000.

Jiangsu 3,630,000.
Shandong 2,667,000.

Henan 1,252,000.
Zhejiang 930,000.

Anhui 932,000.
Fujian 700,000.
Hubei 120,000.
Jiangxi 100,000.

Guangdong 100,000.

Source: From Table 2.3.
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Table 3.1
Price Index of Rice (upper-grade) in Suzhou 

[Base year: 1713]

Year TaeI/5^1 Index
1706 1.39 140
1707 1.25 126
1708 1.65 167
1709 1.35 136
1712 0.80 81
1713 0.99 100
1714 1.05 106
1715 1.17 118
1716 1.10 111
1717 1.05 106
1718 0.96 97
1719 0.86 87
1748 2.00 202
1770 4.46 451
1786 4.30 434

Source: Chuan Han-sheng, “Meizhou baiyin yu shiba shiji 
Zhongguo wujia gemin de guanxi,” vol. 2, pp. 483-4.

152



Table 3.2
Price Series of Suzhou and 

Xiaoshan, 1781-1800

Year Suzhou series 
(tael)

Xiaoshan series 
(tael)

1781 1.68 2.30
1782 1.98 2.00
1783 2.05 1.90
1784 1.77 2.05
1785 2.09 3.50
1786 2.63 3.50
1787 2.19 2.10
1788 1.62 2.10
1789 1.49 2.00
1790 1.42 2.00
1791 1.46 2.20
1792 1.37 2.50
1793 1.36 3.30
1794 1.44 3.50
1795 1.37 2.70
1796 1.23 2.20
1797 1.18 2.75
1798 1.16 2.18
1799 1.20 1.85
1800 1.26 2.85

Sources: The “Suzhou series” is drawn from Yeh-chien 
Wang, “Secular trends of rice prices in the Yangzi delta, 
1638-1935,” Table 1.1. The Xiaoshan series is drawn from 
Tanaka Issei, “Shindai Setto s5zoku no soshiki keisei ni 
okeru soshi engeki no kind ni tsuite,” Table 4 (pp. 47-50).
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Table 3.3
Prices in Xiaoshan, 1786-1805

Year Prices of each 
shi of rice (in 
legal cash)

Exchange rate 
of each kuping 
tael of silver 
(in legal cash)

Exchange rate 
of each dollar 
of foreign silver 
(in legal cash)

1786 n.a. lOOO(-) n.a.
1792 2800-3100 1300 lOOO(-)
1793 n.a. n.a. n.a.
1794 3300-3400 1440-1450 n.a.
1795 n.a. n.a. 1070-1090
1796 n.a. n.a. 1200-1300
1797 n.a. 1020-1030 800-1200
1798 n.a. n.a. n.a.
1799 n.a. n.a. 840-845
1800 n.a. 1000 760-880
1801 n.a. 900 650
1802 2600-3200 n.a. 650-660
1803 n.a. n.a. n.a.
1804 3000 n.a. n.a.
1805 3000-4600 n.a. n.a.

Sources: Wang Huizu, Bingta mengkan lu, xia, 56b-79b; 
Menghen luyu, 5a-88a.
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Table 3.4
Silver Shipped to Guangzhou by the 

British East India Company

Year Tael Kilogram 
(1 tael=0.0378 kg)

1786 2,062,080. 77,947.
1787 1,912,320. 72,286.
1788 2,094,878. 79,186.
1789 1,321,920. 49,969.
1790 2,315,520. 87,527.
1791 172,800. 6,532.
1792 518,400. 19,596.
1793 0. 0.
1794 0. 0.
1795 0. 0.
1796 120,960. 4,572.
1797 626,570. 23,684.
1798 1,321,984. 49,971.
1799 1,616,954. 61,121.
1800 440,103. 16,636.

Source: H.B. Morse, The Chronicles of the East India 
Company Trading to China, 1635-1834, vol. 2, pp. 119, 
135, 151, 172, 179, 184, 192, 205, 256, 266, 278, 294, 310, 
321 and 347.
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Table 4.1
Prices of First-Grade Rice in Hanyang, 1739-1798

Year Hanyang Year Hanyang Year Hanyang
1739 1.1 1759 1.28 1779 2.2
1740 1.1 1760 1.34 1780 1.51
1741 1.05 1761 1.49 1781 1.49
1742 1.23 1762 1.49 1782 1.56
1743 1.31 1763 1.38 1783 1.57
1744 1.1 1764 1.44 1784 1.75
1745 1.05 1765 1.59 1785 2.21
1746 1.15 1766 1.51 1786 2.1
1747 1.28 1767 1.43 1787 1.95
1748 1.36 1768 1.44 1788 1.67
1749 1.36 1769 1.47 1789 NIL
1750 1.26 1770 1.5 1790 NIL
1751 1.52 1771 1.34 1791 NIL
1752 1.72 1772 1.32 1792 1.56
1753 1.46 1773 1.34 1793 1.53
1754 1.43 1774 1.49 1794 1.49
1755 1.48 1775 1.59 1795 1.43
1756 1.71 1776 1.55 1796 1.44
1757 1.44 1777 1.37 1797 1.48
1758 1.3 1778 1.89 1798 1.56

Source: Gongzhong liangjiadan, Hubei, reel no. 1.
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Glossary

Anhui
Anning
baimi
Baoding
Baoying
Baqi 71.^^
Bianxiu 
bochuan §ijfn 
bu ’an dati ^Ib;7v'IS 
butongzhiji 
Cangchang Shilang

Cangchang 
cangmi 
Cangzhou 
Cao Yin 
Chaling ^1^
Chang’an 
Changlu 
changping cang 
Changsha 
Changzhou #7'H 
Chaozhou 
Chen Dashou 
Chen Hongmou 
chengshu

J5C

Chongqing SjS
Daozhou iS7'H
Dezhou 1^7'li
Dong Zhaozuo H0§|^
dongchongmi
Dongting
dou ^
E’zhou fPjii 
Fang Guancheng JdWJi 
fengke J$L§ 
fengmi
Fengqiao fiM
Fengtian
Fengyang
Fujian
Fuying
Fuzhou ^§7'li
Ganquan "0";^
Gansu 
Gao Qizhuo 
gaoliang 
Gaoyou 
geng H 

gengmi 
gu Wl

Guangxi 1^®
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Glossary

Guangzhou (in
Henan Province) 

Guangzhou (in
Guangdong Province) 

Guanzi 
Guazhou 
Guizhou 
Gushi 13 $p 
Haining
Hangzhou lilj'H 
Hankou 
Hanlin 
Hanyang 
haomi 
Henan MS 
Heng River 
Hengyang 
Hong Liangji 
Hongze Lake 
Hu Linyi 
Huai River 
Huaian 
Hubei Mit
hufu
Huguang
huicao
Huizhou WL‘H'\ 
Hunan

huohao guigong 
Hushu
hutongyouwu SiifiWM
Huzhou
Jehol
jiami S ^
Jiang Tingxi 
Jiangdu MliP 
Jiangnan tCS 
Jiangning 
Jiangning Zhizao 

Langzhong
6PS

Jiangsu MU
Jiangxi MM
Jiankang 5^^
Jianning
Jiazhou
jieliu
Jingcang
jingji
jingmi
Jingzhou Mj'H 
Jining 
jins hi ifedr 
Jiqing
Jiujiang MM 
jiuzheqian MJ/f^
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Glossary

kuping Qinghe
Lai Qingjiang WH.
LanDingyuan Qingkou
laomi Qingquan ^^7%
LiQingzhi Qiyang ?Jfi^
Li Xu qizheqian
//■ M Quanzhou
Lianghuai Sangyuan ^13
Liangjiang Mil Shanxi iJLiH
Lingnan Shanyang li||^
Linqing Shao River ^ M
LiuYong i'J^i Shao Zhanshi
lougui Shaobo SPjfl
Maizhu iSft Shaowu
MaoWenquan Shaoxing IsHR
mijia she cang
minhuo houli ShenQiyuan
mu hA sheng J\
Nanjing Shengjing
Nanxun l^y# shi 5
Nasutu IPUm shiqian r}J^
Ningbo shuici /KJA
Pan Siju j§SD Shulu
pingtiao Songjiang
Pingwang W'M suomi
puhu MP Suqian
qiding iftT Suzhou Hjii
qing tM Taicang
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Glossary

Taiping
te’en
Tianjin
Tingzhou
Tongcang
Tongzhou Mj'H
WangGuodong 3:01^
Weishan [Lake]
wen X
Wucheng
Wuhu
Wuxi MM
Xi River
Xiamen
xian Wj

xiandan
Xiang River
xiangmin
xianmi %1|^
Xiaoshan M lIi 
xiebo WiWi 
xingshang 
Xiuzhou 
XuTianxiang 
Xuanzhou 
xuming zhi gao 
xuying gushi 
Yaerhashan \ fBn#

yamen IrTH 
YangXifii
Yang Zongren ^ jH

yanjin tunji zaoqu

yangmin 
Yangzhou f#j'H 
Yanping
Yingtian Shuili Fu ^

mmYinxiang M# 
Yizheng MWi 
Yonggui 7lC:R 
Yongle
Yongzhou zXj'H 
Yongzhoufuzhi 
Yue Jun 

Yungui mn 
Yunnan 
Yuqi
zaliang ftS 
zhan 
zhanfeng 
Zhang Qu 
Zhang Zhao 
Zhangzhou 
Zhao Hong’en 
Zhao Oingli

(liiX
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Glossary

Zhao Shenqiao M ^ "S' 
Zhaowen 
Zhejiang SfrtC 
Zhengyang lEI^ 
Zhenjiang i%XL 
Zhili MM 
zhiqian r|lj^

Zhou Chen 
Zhuang Yougong 
Zongdu Cange hang ,111®

zuogu
zuoling
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Index

Abe Takeo, 20n, 81, 93 

Adachi Keiji, 54 

Agriculture, 2, 10-11, 77-79, 133

Anhui, 22n, 56n, 85, 99-101, 116n; reduced-price sales, 44, 124, 

export ban, 126, 130; grain tribute tax, 17; poor harvests, 62, 

98, 102, 124; rice speculation, 95, 102, 117-18; rice export 

to Nanjing, 105 

Anning, 60, 89, 96 

Armour grain, 32-33 passim 

Atwell, William S., 68n

Banner soldiers, 3 In, 32n

Baimermen, 7-8, 13, 17-18 passim, 24, 33, 38, 40, 46-47, 49-51.

See also Transport soldiers 

Bao Shichen, 19, 20n 

Baoding (Zhili), 30 

Baoying (Jiangsu), 50 

Bean, 27,48, 80; -cake, 48, 79, 97

Beijing, 13, 15, 26, 35-38,45, 50, 57, 60, 62, 67, 75, 83; grain 

market in, 8-9, 31-33; 136-37; grain tribute transport to, 6, 

17-20; grain storage and famine relief in, 40-43 passim, 51; 

prices of riee in, 34; rice cultivation in, 26-29 passim, rice 

export from, 34-35

Blockade, 9, 103, 116, 126-27. See also Export ban 

Brandt, Loren, 4 

Broker, 22, 38, 84
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Index

Brook Timothy, 26-27, 29n 

Buckwheat, 27, 80

Cai Taibin, 15n 

Cangzhou (Shandong), 49 

Cao Yin, 24, 126

Capital Granaries, 17, 32-33, 35, 38-41 passim

Capital rice, 30, 34

Capitalism, 2-3, 133; sprouts of, 1

Cen Zhongmian, 15n

Chaling county (Hunan), 110

Chang’an town (Zhejiang), 87

Changlu, 48-49 passim

Changsha, 104n, 105n, \01-\\Qpassim, 125n, 127n, 128

Changzhou (Jiangsu), 45n, 55, 59, 67, 98

Chaozhou (Guangdong), 90
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