


Bellingham International Airport Expansion - EIA 

 

 

32 

Proposed Action Mitigation Measures 

Under Federal Aviation Administration Regulations in section 139.315 it states what is required 
under an index C classification. By following these mandated regulations, the Port of Bellingham 
will mitigate for any increased risks associated with this project.  

Alternative Action Impact 

Under the alternative action, the capacity of the airport will still be expanded therefore this 
reclassification to an index C airport will still be necessary.  

No Action Impact  

If this project is not done, the impacts may be just the same. Even though this project will allow 
for more capacity at the airport, estimates that demand for airport services will naturally 
increase may result in the need to reclassify BLI as an index C airport anyway.  

 

3.3 TRANSPORTATION 

Existing Conditions 

There are 5 main arterials that serve the Bellingham Airport, Bakerview Road, Airport Drive, 
Williamson Way, Airport Way, and Mitchell Way. Traffic on these two lane roads is controlled 
by stop signs. The current use of these roads allow them to function with no times of 
congestion even during the peak traffic hours. At the current size of the Bellingham airport 
there is a shortage of over 500 parking spaces. In 2008 there were a total of 1652 parking 
spaces at BLI, and this includes the overflow lot that is accessible by shuttle. During peak times 
this was not enough parking and there were greater than 200 cars that were being parked on 
Mitchell Way and other streets or undeveloped grassy areas (Port of Bellingham, 2008). The 
majority of the BLI patrons are from outside the Bellingham are, many of which are Canadian 
who use the airport parking for extended parking, rather than being dropped off and picked up. 
The current public bus transportation that serves the airport area fails to go all the way to the 
terminal, leaving the closes stop a walking distance of one mile to the terminal from the stop on 
Airport Drive and Airport Way. From the airport this bus will take passengers toward the Lummi 
Ferry or to Downtown Bellingham bus station coming to the area approximately every 45 
minutes (WTA Bus Schedule).  
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Table 3 Projected BLI Parking Demand 

 2007 2025 

Projected Annual Enplanements  310,791 363,180 

Projected peak month enplanements  30,768 35,955 

Average enplanements per week in 
peak month  

7,692 8,989 

1 space/ 3.9 passengers = parking 
demand/week  

1,972 2,305 

Rental car spaces  125 190 

Employee parking  75 125 

20% Contingency                              524 

Total parking spaces  
needed  

2,172 3,144 

 

Alternative Action Impact  

There currently is a form of public transit, a city bus line, which serves the airport. It is 
important to note that this bus line fails to go all the way to the terminal. The nearest stop is 
just outside the road to the airport terminal.  In an attempt to lessen the amount of traffic 
going to the airport, a bus line could be further developed to go from the downtown 
Bellingham or Cordata stations to the airport terminal. There could also be a parking lot that is 
created in a separate location with more available space and shuttle people to the airport. The 
frequency of the number of trips that the bus would me to the airport would be more frequent 
during the peak times of the day. There will be an increase in the demand for public 
transportation with the projected increase of employees parking rising from 75-125, the option 
of public transportation will be an alternative. 

No Action Impact  

Considering that 80% of the people using Bellingham Internationals Airport come from areas 
outside of Bellingham, there would be a major shortage in the amount of parking that is 
necessary to meet the growth in the amount of flights and passengers that are projected to be 
using the airport with the expansion.  

 

3.4 LAND USE 

Existing Conditions 
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Zoning for the existing project area is mainly for Airport Operations (AO) and Light Impact 
Industrial (LII) use. Other zoning areas within the Port owned lands are Urban Residential 3 
units per acre (UR3), Rural Residential (RR1), and Urban Residential Medium Density (URM), but 
phase 1 and 2 of the proposed action are only within AO and LII. The main use of the land is for 
operating and facilitating the BLI in the AO zone and owning and operating light industry in the 
LLI zone. Residential areas are located on the outskirts of the Port land and for the most part, 
besides noise pollution, are not affected by the airport (EIA). 

Currently there is approximately 1,078 acres just outside of the Bellingham City limits that is 
designated to the BLI and owned by the Port of Bellingham.  BLI is a FAA Class 1 airport that has 
an all weather approach runway (6,700 x 150 feet), a full instrument Landing System (ILS), and 
an FAA Air Traffic Control Tower that supports both private and commercial flights. Around the 
airport there are 123 hangers and 69 aircraft tie-downs. On the outskirts of the airport is the 
Airport Industrial Park (AIP) that supports businesses. There are 14 tenants in the AIP that are 
both private and Port owned. There are also various parking lots near the airport terminal as 
well as overflow parking lots located in the LII Zone. There are no other uses for this land 
currently (SEPA Checklist). 

Proposed Action Impact 

There are no proposed changes to the land use zoning, however, the project area is located 
within the City of Bellingham’s Urban Growth Area (UGA) and will be building upon land that 
has never been built upon before. Eighteen more buildings will be erected along with sidewalks, 
parking lots, and roads. Also the runway will expand width wise and will be using up land that 
has never been build on. Expansion within the air cargo planning area, airport-related use 
planning area, commercial aviation planning area, general aviation planning area, airport 
operations area, light industrial area, aeronautical land use area, and open space areas will add 
fill into existing wetlands and change the land use by building on it. The use of land zoning is 
not changing, but the physical land use will be changing and taking on a heavier burden to 
support more air traffic, transportation, storage, and commercial use. However, with the 
available research and information provided it has been decided that the land will be able to 
support the proposed action changes to it and there will be no significant impacts on land use. 

Alternative Action Impact 

There are no changes to the current or proposed action of land use for the project area and 
there will be no significant impacts. 

No Action Impact  

If this project is not done, there would be no significant impact on the lands use. 
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3.5 ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Existing Conditions 

Currently BLI is using Cascade Natural Gas and Puget Sound Power for their gas and electricity 
usage. The airport is located within the City of Bellingham’s urban service area and therefore 
uses water provided by the city primarily from the Lake Whatcom watershed. The forested area 
is currently being left alone, but has been logged previously. No oil, woodstove, or solar energy 
is being used at the site at this time. 

Proposed Action Impact 

Temporary use of electricity will be used for the construction site, mainly for lighting the area in 
the dark or running equipment. After construction there will be more buildings that will be 
using more electricity than the existing usage. Gasoline and diesel fuel will be used for vehicles 
and construction equipment on site. Also, natural gas and propane may be used in small 
quantities for construction equipment. There are projected increases in flights which would 
mean more fuel (gasoline) for those airplanes. The increase in fuel for plane is approximately 
45,000 gallons per month. The fuel stations available would be able to handle this load.  No 
mitigation or conservation methods have been included to reduce the use of energy for the 
proposed action because there should be no significant impact to the usage or the source of 
the energy and natural resources. 

Alternative Action Impact 

The alternative action that has been proposed would use almost the same amount of energy 
and natural resources as the proposed action. There is no significant impact on the energy and 
natural resources and no mitigation measures would be necessary.  

No Action Impact 

There would be less energy and natural resources used if no action occurred because there 
would be no construction for usage or future buildings and flights that would add to the current 
usage. There would be no significant impact and no mitigation measures would be necessary. 

 

3.6 HOUSING 

Existing Conditions 

Within the Bellingham International Airport there does not exist any residential units (Port of 
Bellingham, 2009). 
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Proposed Action Impact 

The project proposal for the BLI expansion does not include a provision for building any housing 
units (Port of Bellingham, 2009).  Furthermore, the project proposal is not expected to expand 
the amount of surrounding residential housing units it impacts already nor increase the impact 
it already has on those it already does impact.   

Alternative Action Impact 

The alternative would have no impact on housing at the BLI. 

No Action Impact  

There will be a continuation of no housing needed or provided at the BLI. 

 

3.7 RECREATION 

Existing Conditions 

The only recreational opportunity within the BLI is a scenic trail, the Coat Millennium Trail, 
which runs through the south-west end of the property (Bellingham Parks & Recreation, 2005). 

Proposed Action Impact 

The proposed current project area (see Figure 10) would not impact the Coat Millennium Trail. 

Alternative Action Impact 

The alternative would have no impact on recreational opportunities such as they are at the BLI. 

No Action Impact  

Existing conditions of the Coat Millennium Trail would continue unaltered. 
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Bellingham International Airport Recreational Trail Map 

 

Figure 12- Map displaying recreational trails found near and on Bellingham International 
Airport property 
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3.8 HISTORIC AND CULTURAL PRESERVATION 

Existing Conditions 

There are not any historically architectural or archaeological places or objects so far found by 
the Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) within the airport property of 
the BLI (Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation (DAHP), 2010).   

Proposed Action Impact 

According to the DAHP (see Figure 11), the proposed project would have no impact on any 
historic or cultural places or objects (DAHP, 2010).  However, other studies privately funded by 
the Port of Bellingham, the Archaeological Survey and Cultural Resource Evaluation for 
Developments, to find and record any historically architectural or archaeological places or 
objects within the development sites that might be impacted have yet to be made available to 
the public. 

Alternative Action Impact 

The alternative would have no known impact on any historic and cultural places or objects. 

No Action Impact  

Existing conditions at the Bellingham International Airport would continue unaltered. 
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Washington Information System for Architectural and Archaeological Records Data Map 

 

Figure 13- Map displaying recognized and protected archaeological and registered sites in 
Bellingham, Washington. 
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3.9 PUBLIC SERVICES  

Existing Conditions 

The Bellingham International Airport is located within the urban service area of the city limits of 
Bellingham.  Currently the Bellingham International Airport is served by volunteer Whatcom 
County Fire District No. 8, its own crash-rescue services, and the local Whatcom County Sheriff 
Department (“Interlocal Agreement,” 2008).   

Proposed Action Impact 

The projected airport expansion proposal would not increase the need of public services 
already being rendered to the airport.  If the situation existed that the airport expansion did 
lead to an increase in use of the fire, medical and crash fire rescue services, there already exists 
a signed agreement between the Port of Bellingham and Whatcom County Fire Protection 
District No. 8 that the Port would cover the additional costs to the local fire department 
(“Interlocal Agreement,” 2008).  

Alternative Action Impact 

The alternative would have no impact on the public services found at the Bellingham 
International Airport. 

No Action Impact  

Existing public services would continue unaltered. 

 

3.10 Aesthetics 

Existing Conditions 

There is currently one high building, the control tower, which stands 100 feet tall. This blocks 
only a very small piece of the skyline, thus having a small impact on the aesthetic value of the 
horizon (Port of Bellingham, 2009). 

Proposed Action Impact 

The destruction and paving over of these wetlands surrounding the airport will come with a 
cost in the beauty for the flora and fauna that is native to the area. The newly constructed 
architectures must fit the patterns of the existing to maintain attractiveness for the community 
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